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In what is believed to be a first for the library, Lauren and Ira
celebrated their wedding amongst the bookshelves

The Melbourne Athenaeum
President’s Report
The Melbourne Athenaeum Library reached
a membership milestone of 800 in 2019.
The organisation has steadily grown in
numbers over the past decade and book
borrowing is now only one reason why
people join; the increased services and
cultural program continues to expand.

This year we farewelled Rose Blustein who
worked as our Honorary Librarian for six
years. Rose did an outstanding job in
providing leadership to the staff and setting
up the library to continue its success in future
years. I would like to thank Rose for her
valued contribution.
The library underwent a major renovation
this year with new carpet, paint and furniture
making the space an inviting place to sit and
read or enjoy one of the many performances.
I would like to thank all members who
donated to the Annual Giving Appeal, all the
funds of which go to direct improvements in
the library.
Our playwright residency continues with
Angus Cerini following on from Patricia
Cornelius. Angus was the recipient of a
Green Room award for his play The Bleeding
Tree, produced by Sydney’s Griffin Theatre
Company. We look forward to a reading/
performance of one of his works this year.
The committee is very proud of the arts
program being developed and the broader
role this is playing in Melbourne’s artistic
landscape. The Melbourne Athenaeum
supports the playwright and an artist
residency, it’s “Body in the Library” short
story prize is now hotly contested at the
Sisters in Crime annual Scarlet Stiletto
awards, and the Friday evening music
performances provide an eclectic music
program and a great members’ event.
Financially the Melbourne Athenaeum is in a
strong position with cash reserves that will
allow us to trade through the COVID-19
crisis. Our cashflow has been impacted by
the rental reductions offered to support our
building tenants, and consequently the

organisation has needed to reduce its
operating costs in the short term to ensure
we remain viable into the future.
During this time the staff have been focused
on setting up online book clubs and providing
support to our members. The online book
clubs are proving to be a great success with
plenty of contributors and just as many
happy to listen to the discussion. If you’ve
ever thought about joining a book club now is
the time.
I would like to thank the library staff,
volunteers and committee members who
have provided their time and expertise
throughout the year and look forward to
continued growth of the Melbourne
Athenaeum.

Don Smith
President

Business Manager’s Report
My 2018 report for the 2019 Annual
General meeting opened with the joyful
announcement that in 2018 we managed
yet again to keep the library doors open
and maintain it as a welcoming and
constantly evolving space. A lot can
happen in one year.
At the commencement of 2019, the library
closed its doors for two months due to a
severe rain storm and freak accident that
saw a takeaway coffee cup block a roof
downpipe, causing a significant flood in
the floor above the library and our lathe
and plaster ceiling collapse. Doors
closed and now, at the commencement of
2020, once again our beloved library is
silent, but for all the wrong reasons.
This report provides members with a
commentary on the performance of the
organisation as a whole, with the library well
and truly at its heart in 2019. The

organisation’s primary focus was the
completion of the Library Interior Master Plan,
funded and supported with donations from
our very generous members. That generosity
was further demonstrated when the 2019
Annual Giving Appeal asked members to
donate funds to enable us to purchase the
chairs recommended in that plan. With over
$14,000 raised, an order could be placed,
and new leather and American oak chairs
arrived in early 2020.
Implementation of the Interior Master Plan
didn’t stop there. The plan itself went on
display in the library during the middle of the
year, and the committee considered what the
organisation could afford to implement in
2019. The major work required the relocation
and refit of the library desk to the centre of
the space – where it had resided in the
1940s. We were tasked with finding a
cabinet maker who could refit the desk’s
interior, while maintaining the integrity of its
beautiful exterior.

It was Mitch and Tim, the builders overseeing
the library ceiling repairs who introduced us
to Colin Lang, the carpenter who brought
care and passion to the task. We were so
fortunate to meet him – as Tim said, “If Colin
can’t do this job, I don’t think anyone in
Melbourne could.” When Colin agreed to
take on the job, it was clear that Mitch and
Tim from Skyline Building should project
manage the job. If you haven’t visited the
library to see the desk, there is a photo on
page nine of this report.
As with all building project planning, there
was a “knock on” effect to initiating some
parts of the project. If the desk was moved,
then we should do the carpet. If we do the
carpet, we should relocate the wiring and
spaghetti of leads around and under the
windows. If we remove boxes and wiring, we
should paint. It seemed the only sensible
option was to complete as much of the
Master Plan as feasible. Heritage Victoria
applications were lodged, and project funding
was approved by the committee.
Staff commenced planning for a closure that
afforded the least impact to members. It was
agreed to extend the Christmas closing
period and have work completed then. We
reopened in January with a joyful celebration,

and members were overwhelmingly positive
about the library’s transformation. It was the
committee’s hope, and I believe we’ve
succeeded, that this interior design will see
the library into the next century. This is at the
heart of our vision: “To enter our third decade
as a vibrant cultural institution in Melbourne.”
The committee was also required to develop
a plan to secure a long-term lease for the
historic Athenaeum Theatre. It is the
organisation’s primary income source and our
current tenants were enthusiastic to continue
their residency. The committee and AT
Management reached an agreement in July
2019 and the new lease was signed and is
effective from March 2020.
AT Management has been the resident
theatre operator for more than 35 years; the
directors are more familiar with the building’s
ghosts than anyone currently connected to
the building. I continue to enjoy constructive
relationships with each tenant, and this spirit
of co-operation has cemented a mutually
beneficial working partnership. These
relationships will, we hope, continue to
provide additional value to your library
membership through discounts, and other
benefits in the future.
On a personal note, I’d like to thank Rose
Blustein who held the position of Honorary
Librarian for six years and retired at the end
of the year. The library has been fortunate to
engage Fiona Malcolm to take up the
leadership role of Librarian in 2020. We also
welcome Eunice Ang, who is working each
Friday and Saturday as the Library and
Events Support.

Sue Westwood
Business Manager

Library Report
You could be forgiven for thinking that
ushering in the New Year with ceiling issues
necessitating a two-month closure of the
library is a sign of a slow year ahead. Against
the odds, the library can look back on 2019
as a year full of special celebrations,
increased activity, new initiatives and a library
that has never looked better.

Our member community has continued to
thrive with the addition of a new Friday Book
Club, an Art Appreciation Group and another
Writers Group, bringing the number of user
groups who regularly meet at the library to
fourteen.
We’re pleased to report that our popular
events program was as active as ever with
any events disrupted by the library closure
rescheduled for later in the year. We even
made use of the building foyer to host
Australia’s most talented new detective fiction
author, Dervla McTiernan.
The revival of Members’ Evenings proved a
great way for members and staff to better get
to know each other over a glass of wine and
nibbles.
A personal highlight for me was our very first
wedding to be hosted at the library! It was a
joy to see library member Lauren and Ira
Francis tie the knot surrounded by friends,
family and 30,000 books.
The library continued to partner with the local
Melbourne arts community with playwright-inresidence Angus Cerini spending much of the
year working away in the library. We’re
looking forward to collaborating with Angus
on presenting a special performance for
members later in 2020. Melbourne Rare Book
Week saw graphic novelist Chris Gooch
relocate his studio to the library for a week in
July and provided us all with a fascinating
insight into how a graphic novel comes to be.

The ever-popular rare books librarian,
Richard Overell, gave his seventh annual talk
on the niche field of collecting useful books.
Combining two of our favourite interests of
Melbourne history and the arts, author and
artist Barry Dickins shared his tales of
watching the northern suburbs transform into
the vibrant arts community it is today at the
annual Marcus Clarke Lecture.
2019 was also a landmark year as it saw the
library membership reach a milestone of 800
members! The growing membership is a
testament to the wonderful community that
has built up around the library in recent years
and we look forward to enjoying the new-look
library with you all for years to come.
Thanks, as always, has to go to our hardworking volunteers without whom the library
would not be the wonderful place that it is
today.
We’d also like to extend a very special thank
you to retiring Honorary Librarian Rose
Blustein who has done a fantastic job of
leading the library from strength to strength.

Tom Coleman
Library & Administration
Co-ordinator

President Don Smith with Library & Administration Co-ordinator Tom Coleman
and Business Manager Sue Westwood

Archives Report

As you take the stairs to the Melbourne
Athenaeum Library your attention is drawn to
the series of clay sculpted or graphite drawn
hands, the Hands in Print. Abbotsford artist
Bridget Nicholson was commissioned
originally by Readers’ Feast founder Mary
Dalmau, in collaboration with Kay Craddock
Antiquarian Bookseller and the Melbourne
Athenaeum Library, to create a series that
honors the significant contributions to the
literary community as a permanent art
installation. Allow your eye to scan the
names of so many fine Australian authors
and it is easy to imagine why their hands
should form part of the Melbourne
Athenaeum’s archive collection.
The artworks held in the Melbourne
Athenaeum’s archives are growing and now
include an interesting collection of works by
Melbourne-based contemporary artists. Since
the Rare Book Week artist residency
commenced in 2012 the organisation has
collected a work by each resident artist. Most
of these smaller, paper-based artworks are
on display in the library’s timber and glass
case at the library’s entrance – take a closer
look at these works next time you visit. You
may be surprised to see work by Kyoko
Imazu, Anne Kuchera, Bruno Leti, Ruth
Johnstone, Deborah Klein and Chris Gooch.
There is also work proudly displayed on the
library walls that dates back 100 years, to a
time when regular exhibitions were hosted by
the Victorian Artists Society in the secondfloor art gallery of this building.
In 2019, volunteer Merran Fuller completed
some extensive research into one specific
exhibition, the Anti-Fascist Exhibition held in
December 1942. Three years after the start
of World War II, the Contemporary Art
Society had the courage to host a groundbreaking and provocative exhibition in the
Athenaeum Gallery. The images were
confronting, and the political stance was
challenging, which ensured the displayed
works attracted the attention of the press and
the public. Exhibiting artists included Albert
Tucker, John Perceval, Sidney Nolan, Noel
Counihan, Vic and Ailsa O’Connor and
Jewish émigré Yosl Bergner. The exhibition
was a two-pronged attack against rising
fascism in Europe and the conservative art
establishment in Australia.

Using an exhibition catalogue as the starting
point for her research, Merran was able to
identify the artists, and which of their works
were exhibited. Further research allowed her
to build a picture of where the artworks are
now, including in the collections of the
National Gallery of Victoria and National
Gallery in Canberra. In doing so, Merran also
established some research methods to assist
future archives volunteers to continue the
work she has commenced, which will allow
the Melbourne Athenaeum to fully understand
the significance of the Athenaeum Art Gallery
to Melbourne’s cultural history.
So next time you visit, take a closer look at
the work on display in the library, and the
Hands in Print on walls leading to its
entrance. The artworks are a growing part of
the Melbourne Athenaeum’s rich archive.
If you are interested in regularly volunteering
for the Athenaeum Archives, please contact
Business Manager Sue Westwood at
manager@melbourneathenaeum.org.au or
mention it to a library staff member.
Merran Fuller is a mixed-media Melbournebased artist whose works range from realist,
semi-abstract and abstract artworks on paper
and digital prints. Merran studied Art &
Design, majoring in printmaking at Victoria
College (now Swinburne) from 1980–1982.

Death of an Aviator, by Albert Tucker
© Albert & Barbara Tucker Foundation
Courtesy of Sotheby’s Australia
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Top: Crime Fiction Book Club
meeting.
Centre: Staff and Volunteers
morning tea L-R: Tom, Clare,
Norma, Perry, Margaret,
Lynne, Christine, Sue and
Anne.
Left: Management Committee:
Back L-R: Chris Johnson,
Christine Gibbs, Don Smith,
Kevin Quigley.
Front L-R: Sue Westwood,
Barbara Gliddon, Marianne
Dunham. (Absent: Matt Balmford, Louise Box, Michael
Fawaz)
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Previous page: Rare Book Week resident artist
Chris Gooch (top left), Dave Hogan and Steve Lucas
(top right), Rebecca Barnard (centre left) and Barry
Dickins (centre right), Ultrafox (bottom left), Julien
Wilson (bottom right).

This page: Pianist, Gideon Preiss (above), author
Sara Foster (right), Scarlet Stiletto and Body in the
Library winner Blanche Clark (below), resident playwright Angus Cerini (below right)

2019 Lows and Highs



The year commenced with a freak storm that
caused a flood from the roof into the floor
above the library and a significant ceiling
collapse. One library member was injured
while assisting staff to remove books from the
shelves during the flood, but fortunately made
a full recovery.
Water damage forced the library to close so
the damage could be repaired. Specialist
plasterers were needed to complete the lathe
and plaster work.
Once the library re-opened in April 2019,
members returned to support a full calendar
of activities and events held through the year.
Funds were committed to the library
refurbishment and it was a difficult decision to
close the library early in December to
commence work on the renovation.
Members’ patience was again tested, but the
feedback on the work completed has been
overwhelmingly positive.

2019 Annual Giving Appeal
Financial support by members and friends
helped to purchase furniture that
complements the library interior renovation
completed in January 2020.

The impact of a tax deductible donation each
and every year becomes a significant sum
over time. More than $70,000 has been
raised through the giving appeal since 2010.
The Public Fund Trustees, Mr Kevin Quigley
and Mr Esmond Pitt thank Mr Frank Hurley
who retired as a trustee in 2019. Former
Treasurer and Vice President Mr Andrew
Barnes was appointed as Public Fund
Trustee in 2019. The following donations
were received this year with thanks:
$500 or more
Anon (4), Mr G Evans, Mr D Smith, Mrs M
Wulff.
$200 or more
Anon (4), Ms L Box, Mr G Field, Ms C Gibbs,
Mr M Henry, Dr H Imber, Mr I McBeath, Ms V
Prentice, Ms J Talbot, Ms S Westwood.
$100 or more
Anon (20), Mr M Balmford, Ms R Bleathman,
Mr R Brodribb, Mr D Chandler, Ms B Coffield,
Mrs J Czucknowski, Mrs M Dalvean, Mr M
Fawaz, Ms J Harris, Ms S Hughes, Mr B
Humphries, Mr S Jones, Mr M Joyce, Prof W
Kirsop, Mr M Korman, Ms D Klein, Ms A Lord,
Ms KL Mar, Mr D McInnes, Mr D McLaren, Mr
L O’Keefe, Mr K Parker, Mr D Patston, Ms L
Payne, Mrs D Pitman, Ms AM Power, Ms D
Underwood, Dr C Worth.
Up to $100
Anon (29), Mr K Clissold, Ms D Cruse, Mrs C
Debevc, Mr G Duke, Ms B Gliddon, Ms I
Gosney, Mr G Hansen, Mr J Holden, Ms S
Hughes, Ms D Icely, Mrs B Kitchen, Mrs G
McLachlan, Ms L Mate, Ms R Seear, Dr S
Supski, Mr R Tate, Miss J Thompson, Ms J
Tregear, Mr R Youl.

The Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated
Management Committee



The following people held Committee positions and 12 meetings were held during 2019
Members

Meetings
Attended

Sub-Committees

Don Smith, President

9/12

Executive, Property

Kevin Quigley, Treasurer

10/12

Executive, Finance & Audit

Sophie Arnold (Vice President)

6/8

Executive, Property

Matthew Balmford

10/12

Property

Louise Box

11/12

Marketing & Membership

Marianne Dunham

12/12

Library

Michael Fawaz

8/12

Library

Christine Gibbs

10/12

Marketing & Membership

Matthew Gisborne
Barbara Gliddon
Chris Johnson

4/5
11/12
8/8

Library
Marketing & Membership
Property

Staff and volunteers enjoyed a High Tea for the 2019 Christmas Party this year.
Catering and set up provided by Made by Misty

The Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated

Patron:

The Hon Linda Dessau, AC, Governor of Victoria

Management Committee
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Committee:

Don Smith
Sophie Arnold (until July 2019)
Kevin Quigley
Matthew Balmford
Louise Box
Marianne Dunham
Michael Fawaz
Christine Gibbs
Matthew Gisborne (until April 2019)
Barbara Gliddon
Chris Johnson (from April 2019)

Athenaeum Staff: Sue Westwood, Business Manager
Rose Blustein, (Honorary Librarian)

James Baker
Tom Coleman
Clare Murayama
Lawana Coulson
David Pryor (Accountant)
Caroline Debevc (Senior Bookkeeper)

Library volunteers

Perry Anderson

Lea Beranek
Aaron Cook
Norma Gates
Lynne Johnston
Moyra McAllister

Archive volunteers

Margaret Bowman OAM
Merran Fuller
Ruby Gray
Kim Hughes
Anne Marsden
Doug McCann
Christine Perkins

Pat Miller
Shannon Parsons

Honorary Members





Marjorie Dalvean
Moyra McAllister
Leila Winchcombe 
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The Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated
The Pleasure of Words
Library Opening Hours 2019
Mon/Tues/Thurs
Wed:
Fri
Sat:

10.00am—6.00pm
10.00am—8.00pm
10.00am—4.00pm
10.00am—2.00pm

Annual Membership Subscription
Full:
Concession:

$99.00
$89.00

Membership benefits:
•

A historic library located in the heart of Collins Street;

•

The latest books, magazines, newspapers, DVDs;

•

Victoria’s finest Crime Fiction and Biography Collections;

•

A growing collection of eBooks and free IT help for readers and tablets;

•

Regular live music performances, lectures, and book clubs;

•

Free internet access;

•

Friendly staff and a welcoming retreat, offering tea and coffee;

•

10% dining discount at the Bistrot d’Orsay on presentation of your library
card.

The Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated
188 Collins Street
Melbourne Victoria 3000
P O Box 225 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 8009
Telephone: (03) 9650 3100
Fax (03) 9654 9776
Email: library@melbourneathenaeum.org.au
www.melbourneathenaeum.org.au

