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REPORT

Tue Committee of Management of the Melbourne Mechanies’ In.
stitution approach the duty of rendering an account of their
Stewardship for the past year, with feelings of satisfaction to
themselves and congratulation to the Members collectively, They
felt upon the assumption of the important trust with which they
were invested, that in the early stages of such an Institution a duty
was devolved upon them, which entailed the success or failure of a
first attempt to engraft upon the energies of this infant Province
a desire to promote the literary and scientific pursuits of itsinhabi-
tanis, 1o engender in the minds of the rising generation, from the
example of their ‘elders, a thirst after knowledge. They could
not but be deeply impressed with the arduous task they had con-
sented to undertake, from the consideration of the very limited
existence of a Colony (being of barely four years duration,) into
which they were expected to scatter the seeds of science, and to
watch over their progress to maturity. Your Committee could
not but be sensible that in a comimunity so circumstanced, wherein
every interest might justly be deemed concentrated in other
pursuits, they had to encounter a prejudice, that the people were

_too much concerned in their private avocations to devote any time

or attention to the cultivation of their mental endowments. How
far their exertions in combating such an opinion, or in performing
the duties which were expected at their hands, have met with

guccess, it will remain for the Members to draw the inference from

a detail of the proceedings of the Committee.

The previous Report, presented twelve months since, referring
to the want of suitable accommodation for the purposes of the
lostitution, informed you of an application having been made
through His Honor the Superintendent to Sir George Gipps, as
Governor-in-Chief, soliciting the favorable consideration of the
Government in the concession of an allotment of land whereon to
erect a Mechanics’ School of Arts, Confident in the popularity of
the cause and the justice of the demand, there seemed no reason
to doubt an immediate and gratifying acquiescence, and a consi-
derabie subscription was raised ia anticipation of the successful

~result. It remains with the present Committee to communicate

the issue, and place upon undying record the deep regret which

was universally created by the rejection of the request for the
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bounty of the Government, thus made to St Ggaloxg:‘? (gxpiptsl.atilhn:
‘ afford any assistance, until satislied th
Fxcellency declined to affor | ) satis N
Tunstitution would be well supported by th(,‘pubhc,1 .('m((ll !iaffo‘:(()l 13
fair promise of being useful; when at some future perio ‘){e wou
be happy to grant the pecuniary aid of three hundred [i):ou,ul( s.,l(xj}.pon
Geate beine furnished of the commencement ol a bulding.

a certificale belag _ et o temal of
S inulations appeared to your Committee but as < 3
Such stipulations app ,. it ot Svdney 1o condition
their presumed equitable right, seeing that at oy y.* condition
had been attached of a similar nature to the gratuity bes ot ‘
upon the Mechanies’ lustitotion at that seat of Go.vern;lnen T
There was consequently no alternative left but‘ to d.eclme t edprlo -;
fered aid ; the more especially, when your l(,om'rmttee fo(‘lmdt ml
a Society, containing the names of upwards of one hundre 1alm

] .sons. among whom were the most influential and wealthy
thirty persons, among s b iLis Honor the Superin.
of the residents of the Province, with ilis lono e }1'E~ n
tendent at their head, was not a suflicient guarantee with lbd X-
cellency of the respectable foundation of the Institution, and an

. S . 1 tility.

assurance of its promise of util ' .

The letter bearing the decision of the Governor was laid before

- a Meeting of Committee on the 20th of last July, and on the 6th

of the following month a Kesolution was passed, that the becrett;jar{r
be directed to procure two Allotments of one of the Blocksfw 1‘cln
were about to be submitted, by order qf the Government,,h (;)r sa (;
by auction, limiling the purchase to £o_0(). Un the 13t &xy 0
Auoust. in due accordance with this mstruc.hoq, thg Lots Nos, 2
N - * ¢ » the Institution for the sum of
and 3, in Block 11, were bought for th : o
£985 ; and your Commitiee have thus specnal.ly drawn. your a
tention to these partieulars, no less to repudiate the unputaft}fon
of having exercised any unworthy or dlshonorz}b.le means to effect
the purchase of this land at its minimum upset price, t'izdn .tg.e\::nce
the publie sympathy in the cause which perniitted this trifling sa-
crifice to the revenues of the Freasury of the Colony. .
Having thus obtained a quantity of land !)eyond the pecumgrx
means of making it available for the benefit of the Mechanics®
School of Arts in the necessary buildings, it was prudently deter-
mined to reserve the portion most eligible for such purpose, and to
subdivide the remainder n sections for sale, devoting the proceeds
to the Fund for Building. The amount realized by this arrange=
ment amounted to €1,141 125, 4d.  The next measure consequent
upon this proceeding was to call tor specifications and ‘plans for a
Structure adapted to the necessities and conveniences of the Iusti-
tution, and your Committee have now to lay before this meeting
of its Members the opinions they have formed upon the various
designs submiited o their nspection ; and they cannot suffe;‘)'tlhm
opportunity to pass without atfording their tesimony to the abi 1t}i
and talent displayed by the gentlemen who tendered the ‘severa
architectural designs, mamelv, Messrs. Jacl.isun, Patterson,
O'Hagan, Ratteubury, Johnson, Hayden and Quinn. ; f
By a Resolution which passed the Committee on the 12th o

5)
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November last, the sum of £2,000 was fixed as the maximum cost
to which the designs invited to be submitted were to be limited, and
premiums were offered in the several amounts of twenty, ten, aud
five guineas, for the three most meritorious that might be pre-
sented Jn accordance with a public notification to the above
effect, two plans only, from the hands of Mr. Patterson, were re=
ceived, and laid before the Committee on the Ist of February ; but
as the specifications for the erection of either proposed building
exceeded the prescribed estimate, they were necessarily rejected §
at the same time a proposition was made to Mr, Paiterson for the
acceptance of one of his designs, provided he could reduce the
expense within the linited sum. No notice being taken of this
suggestion by any regular tender to the Commnittee, it was deter-
mined to renew the calls for plans and specifications, and upon the
sixth day of April there were five several designs brought under,
the inspection of the Committece. Upon this occasion the drawin

forwarded by Mr, Johnson was generally selected as best adapted
for the purpose desired, although it did not entirely meet appro-
bation 5 and certain alterations were proposed to Mr Johnson
as the condition of the acceptance of his design, Between the last
wentioned period and the 18th ultimo, no communication naving
‘been made to the Commitlee upon this point, it remained solely
to your Committee to consider how far any other design before
them might justify them in its recommendation for adoption by the
Members upon this present occasion. Afier mature counsiderationthe
draft plan prepared by Br. O’Hagan was deemed the most elegant
and imposing design, as such would reflect credit both upon the
architect and the Institution ; but being upon a scale beyond the
resources calculated for the expenditure, a reference was directed
to Mr. O’Hagan to ascertain the possibility of reducing the pro-

~posed extent of his projected building to_such a limit, that, whilst

securing the requisite accommodation, should not exceed the spe=-
cified outlay, In accordance with this view, Mr. O’Hagan has
remodelled his plan ; thus furnishing a design commensurate with
the immediate necessities of the Institution, and upon a scale of
expenditure in the coustruction of the building within the proposed
estimate ; and at the same time providing for the extension of the

structure whenever the circumstances of the Society will admit,

and their need of accommodation require an increase thereto,
without any detriment to the elevation. Your Committee, - there-
fore, beg leave to recommend Mr. O’'Hagan’s design for the ap-
proval of the Members of the Institution.

Whilst the uncertainty thus existed of a permanent building
being erected for the Institution, it became necessary to procure a
suitable repository for the safe preservation of the property which
had accrued to the Members, by various donations of Books "and
other articles of value.~Your Committee, therefore, selected the
house,” situated at the corner of Bourke and Queen Streets, for
this purpose s which had been tendered by one of the Committee
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h the condition of tenure, dependent at
the pleasure of the Committee, Upon
4 small collection of useful Books,
by the fiberality of a few persons,
iary resources of the Institution at
le of a laudable generosity. There
is also depusited in this tcmporary School of Arts, an Electrifying
Machine, which has been lately presented to our infant assoclat.lo(:
by Dr. Nicholson, the Vice President of the Sydney Mechanics

1nstitution. o
Your Committee have, likewise, thr : : eer
enabled to secure a fixed place for their assemblies, without having

recourse to solicit the appropriation of premises to their use, when
their duties called them together, and thus tax the kindly feelings of
friends at the expense of their comfort and convenience; and when
it is stated that your Committee have been convened upon six and
twenty occasions since the last Am.\iversary, the Memb.ers may
readily conclude, that a necessity existed for the Institulion pos«
sessing within itself the means of accommodation for their Com-
mittee of Management.

8till, however, for the more 1mportant purposes of Lectures,
the Society has been compelled to rely upon the indulgence of their
friends ; and it would be an act of ingratitude were they to neglect
the tribute of their thanks to the Rev. Mr. Forbes and the
Managers of the Scots School, for the appropriation to these
oceasions of their commodious voom, for the past Session: as also
of their comsent to its use during the present year. To Mr,
Davis, also, the proprietor of the dwelling in which we are now
congregated, the acknowledgments of the Members, are due, for
his unsolicited proposal of accommodation whenever required by
the Institution,

Your Committee have now to advert to the subject of the Lec-
tures delivered since the last general assembly, and to place upon
record the names of those gentlemen, who. have presented them-
selves in the foremost rank in leading the *¢ forlorn hope’’ against
ignorance, and its batteries of indolence, folly, and vice. The
following is the gratifying list of those who have thus signalized
themselves in the fields of Literature and Science :—

1840.
June 12.—Dgr. GREEVES, Geology.
July 3.—Mr. SewsLw, Heat,
“ 10.—Rrv. P. B. GeocueEGAN, On the Existence of a Deity, proved by
Nature and Reason.

at a reasonable rental, wit
a very short notice, upon

these premises are deposited
which have been contributed
who aware of the limited pecun
present, have thus set the examp

ough thisarrangement, been

Aug. 7.—Dr. Wirmor, On the present State of Science,
Sept, 19.—Mr, OsBorxg, On Phrenology.

¢ 30.—Mr. Barry, Agriculture.

1841,
April 21.—=Mg, ArpN, Onthe Acquirement of Knowledge,

7

 The arrangements for the Lectures of the present Session have
met with some interruption dependent upon inevitable causes ; hut
when it is considered that the Institution has mainly torely upon
gentlemen engaged in vrofessional pursuits for these services, aw
excuse will at once present itself for that interruption. The opening
Lecture of the season delivered by Mr, Arden, upon ¢ The Ac-
quirement of Knowledge,”’ attended as it was by a numerous and
attentive audience, whilst affsrding evidence that the public are
gratified by these means of mental recreation, hold out encourage-
ment to those gifted with the power of disseminating knowledge,
that their exertions in the cause will not be made in vain; and’
many gentlemen of scientific and literary acquirements have con=~
sequently expressed their consent to furnish lectures, Your Com-
mittee have much pleasure, therefore, in announcing that at an
early day the Lectures will be resumed, and continued at stated
intervals during the remainder of the Session.

In the present dearth of Scientific Apparatus in the possession
of the Iustitution, it is impossible to expect that enlivening varia-
tion in the character of the Lectures, which is necessary in general
to secure the public attention, It cannot, therefore, but prove
most gratifying to remark the interest which has been mani-
fested by the attendances of the Members and Visitors at each
Lecture, which leads your Committee to hope, that when fur-
nished with the means of illustrating the Sciences by the aid of
apparatus, the subjects selected for lecture may range into the
pleasing and more popular studies of experimental and mechanical
philosophy.

I he next topic which has to be brought under consideration is
the state of the Library, consisting at present of about One Hun-
dred Volumes ; a number, which trifling and insignificant as it must
appear, is nevertheless consisting in Works of great utility, and
the more to be prized from the consideration of their having been
presented to the Institution.

Your Committee have in the next place to advert to the circum=
stance of Ninety.six Members having joined the Institution during
the last twelve months, thus making the aggregate up to this day
upon the list to amount to Two Hundred and Fifty-eight, being
the most convincing evidence that can be adduced of the progress-

ing prosperity and popular approval of the Melbourne Mechanics’

Tnstitution,
Your Committee have finally to draw attention to the appoint-

ment of the Officers of the Institution for the succeeding year,

terminating on the 3lstof May, 1842, They have presumed to
submit the List which they have proposed for confirmation, the va.
rious nominations to vacant Oifices being made in accordance with
the Bye Laws. ltwill be perceived that there are three vacant
seats of the Comuttee of Management, arising from three of the
elective Members being appointed to the Honorary Office of Trus-
tees of the Land Fund, which qualifies them er-officio for voting
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i the Committee of Management. [t is therefore suggested to
elect Messrs. Westgarth, Harrington, and Dr. Greeves in their
stead,

The Five Members retiring by rotation have been fixed upon by
o reference 10 the attendances at the Meetings of Commnitee by its
Members, and your Committee would recon}m.end this system be?ng
adopted as the future rule of cuidance on similar occasions. The
gentlemen who will thus vacate pursuant io Bye Law No. 14, are
Messrs, Barry, Maine, Murphy, Peers, and Sutherlar}d, whq bel'ng
eligible for re-election your Committee beg o place in nomination

for such purpose.

At the Annual General Meeting of the Members of the MELBOURNE
MECHANICS' InsTITUTION, held June 7, 1841, the following Re-
solutions were unanimously passed :—

¥. M‘Crae, Esq., in the Chair.

Moved by A. M, M‘Crae, Bsq.; seconded by G. Were, Esq—That the
Report as now tead be confirmed, and that the same be printed for the use of
the Institution,

Moved by P. W, Welsh, Esq.; seconded by A. MKillop, Esq.—That the
thanks of this Institution be given to the several gentlemen who have favoured
the Institution with Lectures duriug the past vear.

Moved by R. Wilson Esq. ; seconded by W, Belcher, Esq.—That the thanks
of this Institution be tendered to the Committee f Management during the year
1340-41, for the services they have rendered.

Moved by G. Arden, Esq.; secouded by R. Reeves, Esq.—That James
Simpson, Esq., be the President of the Mechanics® Institution for the succeeding
year,

Moved by R. Barry, Esq. ; seconded by R. Reeves, Esq.,—That the Chairman

do quit the Chair, and that Mr. Welsh do take the same, and that the thanks of
this meeting be given to Dr, M¢Crae for his presiding upon the present occasion,

DONATIONS

TO THE

MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

CF THE

MELBOURNE MECHANICS INSTITUTION.

DURING THE YEAR 1810—41.

Spears and Waddies of NativeS.ooussas
Compendium of Mechanics’ seeeae revses
Lecture on Steam Engine eeeecesovoes
Historical Table of ditt0sescsssessoens

Artist’s Portfolio ¢ coveveesoecosoes ae

Six Volumes of Flora Sicca....e0se..
Almanac, cesecccrornnccsasocccsian,
Work on Australia Felixeeseee....,
The early Numbers of the Edinburgh

Review o, e000.i0eersenscacconnnes
Malte Brun’s Universal Geography, 9 vols
Mitchell’s Australia, 2 vols..cc 200000 0e

"CO]IGClion of COinS‘rooooo se00 00 0c s

Anatomical PreparationSeecece sevessss

An Electrifying Machine.sesseveeenaes

Mechanics’ Register, 16 numbers......

Mr. Robinson
Mr. Rushton
Ditto

Ditto

Mr. Thurlow
Mr. Bertram
Mr, Kerr
Mr. Arden

Mr. A. M, M‘Crae
Mr, Strode

Dr. M‘Crae

Rev. Mr. Waterfield
Dr. Hobson

Dr. Nicholson
Mr.M¢Arthur,(D.G.)

The Colonial Jour"i‘ltgls,, Guazette, Patriot, .

and Herald con-‘o'gvouoi‘n 29000 eneo

The Proprielors




Account Sales of the undermenticned Property, sold by the Melbourne Auction Company by Auction at Melbourne,
the 14th December, 1840, and 6th day of February, 1841, by order of Trustees uf Mechanics Institution,

Allotments 2 & 3, ,Block 11.

}

LOTS £ s ' £ s. | d.
14 & 15 | Each 22 ft. to Collins-street, hy 69 ft, 3 in., at 7 0 J. M. Chisholm and Co. 808 0 0
1 20 feet to a Lane, by 69 feet 3 inches, at ... 3 3 Thomas Quin vee e . 03 0 0
2 20 ¢ by 59 feet 3 inches, at .. 3 " Donald Craig vee 60 0 0
3 20 ¢ “ by 59 feet, at 3 Ditto .o 60 0 9
4,5, & 6] 20 ¢ « by 69 feet 3 inches, at ... 3 10 N. R M¢Lecd ceo oo 210 0 O
7 25 e € by 50 feet, at' . sasn e e 1 10 D‘tt‘) XY} sve oee® e 37 10 O
S&9 | 25« ¢ by 50 feet, at ... 1 8 Captain Scott ave 70 0 0
}9 28 i - b by 58 feet, at see Y es e ] 9 L\'lln!ﬁe evo PP eso se e 40 14 ' 5
13 28 ¢ s by 58 feet, at .o wer ... 1 9 Mary Kinally vee vee 40 14 5 .
12& 13| 25 ‘¢ 74 by 50 teet, at ... ... ... 1 9 J. M, Chistolm and Co, 72 10 0 o
i0 25 ¢ T w by 50 feet, at ... ... ... 1 6 N. R. M*Leod e e 32 10 0
1] 25 «¢ “ by 50 feet, at ... ... ... 1 6 John Hegarty .. oo 32 10 0
16 22 < as by 59 feet 8 inches .. ... 6 15 J. M. Chisholm and Co. . 148 10 0
| £1,175 18 10
CHARGES.
Advertising, £4 43.~—Postage, &C. 158iicieecisecsserersccscees £4 19 O
CommiSSion, Q% per CEKIt 00 08 00 9520190 00 0030 BB 0033000 s 2R 00 °T B8 8O 29 7 6 ens D £3% 6 6
E E. £1,141 12 4
The Mechanics’ Institution in account with the Melbourne Auction COﬁpany.
Br, | .
1840 £ |s | d 1840 | |
Sept. 2 | To gill due 5th Dece:imber .. 200 | O} O Dec 14 £ &
» Commission on advance ... 5 0 0 et !
Dic 15 :’ Lunch . o ol o P}eStﬁIG} By nett Sales .. .. | 1,141 | 12 | 4
» 1ent .. 1 0| O Interest ills ~ ' 1
June 2 s> Interest on Bill due 5th Dec. N on P 511 21 =
from that to this date ... 3 18 5
»» Dalance ... e | 967 3] ]
£1,186 13| 6
Note of Bille uipaid ... | £674 9 0‘ .E.l_;gé T«;—‘—G_
JOHN CARLY,
AUDITORS.

DONALD GORDON M¢‘ARTHUR,
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MEMBERS.

Honorary Members are distinguished thus *, Junior Members

*A'Beckett Arthur
*A°Beckett Dr,
Adamson John
Anderson Joseph
+Anderson Adam
Anderson Alexander
Arden George
Arnold Thomas
Arskine David
Bacchus Captain
Jarry R,
#*Barney Major
Baskerville John
Baylie Dr.,
Baxter B,
Beaver George
+Beaver I E,
Beale Anthony
Bell R,
Benjamin S,
Best David
Bodicen P,
+Bodicen M, H,
Boyd D,

Bowman W,

Brewster L. J.
Broadfoot Alexander
Brodie G. S.
Brown Captain
Brown John
Burns Thomas
Burns William
Cains Captain
Campbell D. 5,
Campbell Robert
Campbell A.

thus 1‘

Carey John
*Carmichael Rev, H.
Carrington H. N,
Carroll William

 Caulfield John

Caulfield Henry
Cheyne Alexander
Chidgy
Chisholm J. M.
Chisholm D.
Chisholm A.
Clarke James
Clayton J, J.

Clow Rev. J, (V.D.)
Cole Captain
Condell H.

Cotter Barry
Coulstock J
Coulsteck &,

Craig Skeene
Croke Jaines
Crook Samuel
Cropper W. H.
Cumming W. H.
Cunningham ——
Dark W, W,
Darling —~ —
Davey J.

Davis H.
Dinwoodie J.
Dodds James
Duncan D,
Duncan H.

Eburn Isaae
Fnscoe John
Empson William
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Evans John
Fawkner J. P,
Fenton George
Fleming Eobert
Fletcher R,
Forbes Rev, J.
Fowler Charles
*Fraonklin Sir John
Frizzell John
Geoghegan Rev, P. B,
Gisborne H. F,
Gourlay 0.
Grange Rev, R. B,
Greeves Dr, A,
Grey John
Hailes B.
Harrington H. G.
Harper W,
Harper Captain
Hawden John
+Hawden Joseph
Hawkey W.
Heape B.

Hely C. S,
Heron M,
Highett W,

Hill James

Hind Isaac
Hitchens I,
Hoddle Robert
Horsefall James
Howard D. A, C. G,
Hunter John
Hurst B,
Ingleton G, C,
James G,
Jamieson H,
Jolly B. C.
Jones William
Kelsh C,
Kemmis A,
Kerr William
Keller J,

*Kirk R,
Knight e
Lake James L,
Landale James

Langhorpe William

14
I.a Trobe His Honor C, J.

Lansdown — —
I.azarus M.
I.eadbeater E.
I.evien John

Lillr George
YLocke W,

Lonsdale Captain
Lundy ——
M¢«Cabe ——
M¢Cabe John H.
M<Carter W,
M¢Arthur D (.
M¢Arthur D. G.
M¢‘Crae Dr. (V.P)
M« Crae A, M. '
M«Coll ——

* Maconochie Captain
*M‘Kenzie Rev, Mr,
M<Killop A.
M¢Kinlay A,
Maclaurin J. M,
M*Lachlan Captain
MfLachlan A.
M<Clare John
Macly John
M<Nabb W,
M*‘Nabb — —
M¢Namara M,
M<Quater A,
M¢Vittie William
Maharney J.

Main Patrick
Malcolm James
Manton F.

Martin J, A,
Marshall T, M.
Mason H, WV,
Meek W,

Mitchell F,

Miller John
Mitchell Major Sir T,
Montgomery James
* Moriarty Captain
Morris A,
Murphy J, R.
Murphy James
Mustin John

Newton E. T.
#* Nicholson Dr.
Nodin F.
O'Briex K,
0'Cock R.
O’Hagan e
Orr John
Osborne Jameg
Osborne T. H,
Overton William
Patterson Dr,
Patterson J. H.
Patterson ——
Penn G, R.
Peers E,

Peers J. J.
Pittman F,
Powlett F, A.
Price Thomas
Price John
Purves James
Rankin John
Read G. F,
Reeves R.
Roach John
Roach Captain

Roadknight William

Roadknight H.
Robertson William
Robertson L.
Robertson P,
Robins T. A,
Robinson G, A.
Roe John

Rucker W, F. A.
Russell R,

Ryrie Donald

Ryrie James
Ryrie William
Saunders Rev, J.
Say George
Sayers E, M
Sewell E.
Shannon James
ohaw James

15

Shaw J. W,

Sim Alexander
Simpson J. (President)
Smith George
Smith J P

Smith ——

Smyth Captain
Sproat Dr.
Stephen J. (Secretary)
Stevens George
Steveng ————
Stevenson Joseph
¥Strelensk: Count
Strode Thomas
*Sturt Captain
Sutherland A.
Sutherland J,
Taylor J. P.
*Therry Roger
Thomas Dr.
Thomson Dr,
Thomson John
Townend H.
Townsend T. S,
Urqubart T,
Walker R,

Walker Hugh
*Wallace Dr.
Walsh Rev. Mr,
Waterfield Rev, W.
Watkins W,
Webb R.
Webster James
Welsh P, W,
Were J. B.

Were George
Westgarth W.
Wilkie Dr. {Curator)
Williams Charles
Wills Thomas
Wilmot Dr.
Wilson Robert
*Windeyer R.
Witton W,
Yaldwyn W.H.
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