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RJEPORT~ 

TIlE Comm.ittee of llle Mechanics' Institution, in presenting 
their report to the rnembers assembled on the present occasion, 
teel thelllselves relieved from the necessity of entering into an 

elaborate detail of the duties that have devolved upon them 

during the past year, from 'the considera tion of the publicity 

\vhich has been afforded through the medium of the provincial 
journals to theh' proceedings. A recapitulation, therefore, of 
the transactions of your committee in a succinct fonn, it is 
presumed, will be deemed satisfactory to the g'eneral body 
of the subscribers; and your cOlumittee trust, that they may 
confidently rely upon your opinion, that the powers delegated 
to them, have neither been neglected nor abused. 

The first topic to which your comnliUee have to solicit 
your attention, will be, the consideration of the proceedings 
relative to the erection of the building, which at the last 
anniversary of the Institution it ,vas determined should be 

commenced with the least possible delay. In pursuance of 
that determination, your committee advertised fol' tenders for 
the proposed undertaking, and fla ving received various offers 
for the contract, they elected tl1Ut which \vas tendered a t the 

lowest amount, the conditions and security for the same being 
in accordance with the required tenns. The sum of £ 1,921 

,vas stipuluted for, to complete the building agreeably to the 
specifications acconlpanying the design approved of by your 

committee, and sanctioned at the general meeting above 
ad verted to. 
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"fo provide the funds necessary for the outlay, your com­

mittee directed an estimate to be sublnitted to them of the 

pecuniary condilion of the Institution; from which it appeared 

1 r. f bout five hundred llounds, that there would be a ( ell\.-:ency 0 a -
the atnount upon which they relied being made up 01 the 

following iten1s :-

Cash balance in hand ••••••••.••••••• £439 7 2 

13i11s receivable for land ••••••...•.••• 380 4 0 
. 'd' 159 12 0 

DonatIons unpul •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Subscriptions to be collected. • • • • • • • • • . .590 ~ .. 

£1,569 3 2 

In this emergency a proposition was made by the Masonic 

Ludge of Australia Felix to advance the sum:of £500, upon 

the condition of the committee allowing them the use of the 

upper story of the Institution when required for the purposes 

of its assemblies. A similar offer to the extent of £:250 was 
also made by the Debating Society. To consider the ex­

pediencyof accepting these proposals your committee so~ght 
the advice of the meulbers, and three special general nleetlogs 

llaving been convened, it was finally resolved, that in availing 

themselves of the liberal aid of these associations, your corn ... 

Iniltee sllould be empowered to direct the cOlnmencement of 
the building so soon as one thousand pounds should be 

reported by the Treasurer to be placed to the credit of the 

Institu tion. 

vVith considerable exertion on the part of your conlmittee 

in endeavouring to collect the outstanding accounts due,. 

\vithout havinO' recourse to the loans from the Freemasons or 
~ . 

111e Deba ting Society J they were enabled to fulfil the In-

structions thus given by authorising the execution of the 

requisite contracts on the 2nd February last, and your ,co,m­
mittee have now the satisfaction to announce that the bu~ldlng 
is rap id I Y pro g res sin g t.o W u r cl:; i l s co 111 pIe t ion · 

5 

,. Your cOlnmittee cannot however avoid tlle expression of 

their regret at tIle tardiness evinced by a large proportion of 

the membe~~ to defray their overdue subscriptions, which they 
are ra,ther OJsposed to attribute to the general depression of 

th~ tI~es than to any indisposition upon the part of the 

su bscnbers to contribute to the support of the~ Mechanics' 
Institution. They trust that the manifest revival of trad' d e, an 
the daily inlproving state of the pecuniary affairs of the 

province, will prod nce a corresponding benefit upon the 
fin~nces of the association. 

Whilst upon this subject, your comnlittee have to brinO' under 
your consideration the position in which the melnberso would 

be placed by adhering to the consent which has been yielded 

to the acceptance of the suggested loans from the two societies 

before a1Jucled to, and the recommendation of your committee 

that a subsequent proposal from them should be susbtituted 

By yielding up possession of the apartments required for th~ 
assembl.ies of th~ Masonic b?dy and the Debating Society, 
they beIng propnetors to the extent of their respecti,e loans 

, , 
your comnlltt~e f~el, that they would be deprived of that right 
of control whICh It )s essential should be retained in the hands 

of the Mechanics' Institution, which should be protected from 

the ,possibility of a collision with any other public association. 
WhIlst, tl,Jerefore, your committee feel tlJat they should 

ever be dIsposed to promote the interests of such societies 

they deem it more prudent (especially as there exists ~ 
desi~e upon tIle parts of both the Masons and the Debating. 

SocIety) that they should be admitted as tenants rather tllan 

as mortgagees in possession. Your comolittee would there­

fore request tIle con~rmation of their resolution, tllat the sum 

of £1 ,250 should be raised by a mortgage upon the premises 
~or the purpose of repaying the advances made by yoar 

Treasurer, and to supply the deficiency for completing the 
agreement with the contractors of the building. 
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To provide tlle funus necessary for the outlay, your ~om ... 
mittee directed an estinlate to be sublnitted to them of the 

pecuniary condition of the Institution; from which it appeared 
that there would be a defi\,-Iency of about five hundred pounds, 
the amount upon which tltey relied being made up ot the 

following iienls :-

Cash balance in hand ...••........... £439 7 2 

Bills receivablc for land .............. 380 4 0 
Donations unpaid ... '. . . .. . . . . . • . . . . .. 159 12 0 
Subscriptions to be collected. . . . . . . . . . . . 590 0 0 

£1,569 3 2 

In this emergency a proposition was made by the Masonic 
Ludge of Australia Felix to advance the sum:of £500, upon 
the condition of the committee allowing them the use of the 
upper story of the Institution when required for the purposes 
of its assemblies. A similar offer to the extent of £250 was 
also made by the Debating Society. To consider the ex­
pediencyof accepting these proposals your committee so~ght 
the advice of the members, and three special general meetIngs 
llaving been convened, it was finally resolved, t11at in availing 
themselves of the liberal aid of these associations, your corn­
miltee should be empowered to direct the COlnmencement of 
the building so soon as one thousand pounds should be 
reported by the Treasurer to be placed to the credit of the 
Institution. 

"Vith considerable exertion on the part of your conlmittee 
in endeavouring to collect the outstanding accounts due, 
without having recourse to the loans from the Freemasons Ol' 

the Deua ting Society, they were enabled to fulfil the in­
structions thus given by authorising the execution of the 
requisite contracts on tIle 2nd February last, and your com­
mittee have now the satisfaction to announce that the buiJding 
is rapidly progressing towards its c0111pletion. 
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,. Your committee cannot however avoid tIle expression of 
their regret at the tardiness evinced by a large proportion of 
the mem bers to defray their overd lie SI! bscript ions, which tlleY 
are rather disposed to attribute to the general depression of 
the times than to any indisposition upon the part of the 
subscribers to contribute to the support of the~ I\1echanics' 
Institution. They trust that the manifest revival of trade, and 
the daily inlproving state of the pecuniary affairs of the 
province, will produce a corresponding benefit upon the 
fin&nces of the association. 

Whilst upon this subject, your committee have to bring under 
your consideration the position in which the meln hers would 
be placed by adhering to the consent which has been yielded 
to the acceptance of the suggested loans from the two societies 
before alluded to, and the recommendation or your committee 

that a subsequent proposal from them should be sllsbtituted. 
By yielding up possession of the apartments required for the 
assembl.ies of the Masonic body and the Debating Society, 
tlJey belllg proprietors to the extent of their respectiYe loans, 
your committee feel that they would be deprived of that right 
of control which it is essential should be retained in the llands 
of the Mechanics' Institution, which should be protected from 

the possibility of a collision with any other public association. 
Whilst, therefore, your committee feel that they should 
ever be disposed to promote the in terests of such societies , 
they ueem it more prndent (especially as there exists a 
desi.re upon the parts of both the Masons and the Debating 
Society) that they shou Id be admitted as tenan ts father than 
as mortgagees in possession. Your comnlittee would there­
fore reqnest tIle con~J'mation of their resolution, that the sum 
of £1 ,250 should be raised by a mortgage upon the premises 
~or the purpose of repaying the advances made by YOllr 
Treasurer, and to supply the deficiency for completing the 
agreement with the contractors of the building. 
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Your committee, in adverting to the subject of lectures, 

are anxious to relieve tIlemselves from any inlputation of in­

altention to the prin1ary objects of Mechanics' Institutions, by , 

reason of their long suspension. Independently of the dif­

ficulty experienced in prevailing upon those gentlemen who 

are known to be capable of g'iving lectures, it should he borne 

in mind that the arrangenlents Inade for that purpose during 

the past year were frustrated by cirClllnstances over wllich 

your committee possessed no control. The absence also of a 
suitable place of accommodation has hitherto proved a barrier 

to every attem pt to ensure or entice an audience. Your 
conlulittee resolved, under these circuulstanees 9 to defer 

lectures until they shall be enabled to invite tile members and 

tIle public to attend them within the Institution now erecting: 

and your cOlnmittee consider that the building will be ready 
for their occupation by the commencement of August. 

The Lectures delivered during the last session were as 

follow :-On Vision, by Dr. Bowker, 25th June; Association 

of Ideas, by Rev. J. Forbes, 31 st July; AstrononlY, by Mr. 
Boyd, 3rd September; Optics, by Mr. Boyd, 29th Sep .. 
tern her ... ___ .. _._.-_ .............. _._ ........... _ .. 

Your committee have tlle satisfaction to state that in other 
important interests of the institution success has followed their 
exertions. The Library, which at the presentation of the last 

report consisted of nearly one hundred volurnes, has been 
increased, by donations, to u p\vards of three hundred; a list 

O f which too-ether with the names of the gentlemen from , 0 

whom they have been received, will be found appended to this 

fE'POl't. 

At the same time your committee are gratified to announce 

the increased number of subscribers, no less than ninety having 

been enrolled since .J une lust . 

. '.', 

7 

Y.our ~ommittee cannot but take tlllis opportunity of 
referrmF! wIth deep regret to the decease of a member of this 
institution, who was one of its earliest supporters, and its best 

benefactor-a man to whom the public of this province looked 
up as one of its highest ornanlents, and for whom existed but 
one sentin1ent of respect and esteem -MJ· H F G' b 

, • • 0 .. IS orne .. 
In his latest moments he retained that warm regard for the 

Melbourne Mechanics' Institution which he manifested whilst 
among us, and in token of that regard bequeathed by his Will 
all the books which before l!is departure from hence he had 
deposited on loan in your library. 

.. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1st. Tllat James Simpson, Esq" president, do take the chair' moved 
by l\lr. Kerr, seconded by Mr. M'Arthur. ' 

2nd, Tl13t the report now presented, including the Treasurer's ac .. 
count, be appr~ved, a~d that the same be printed; moved by Mr. Gilbert 
seconded by Mr. Mortlmer. ' 

t 3rd. That the thanks of the members of the Institution be tendered to 
he several gentlemen who have delivered lectures, and. also to those who 
nave presented donations to the library and museum; moved by Dr. 
Greeves, seconded by Mr. Wilson 0 

4t~. That the following be the office-bearers of the Institution for the 
succeedmg twelve months :-President-James Simpson Esq V' 'z . l' • we-pre-
suents~~Ion. James .E~sklOe Aiurray, Farquhnr M'Crae, Esq., Captain 
Cole. T?easm'er-Wllham Westgarth, Esq. Secreta1'y~-John Stephen, 
Esq. Cnmtor-Charles J. Sanford Esq lVI D Tt· if L 
Ad' , " . " rus ees 0 and-
D n rew M. IVI'Crae, A. l\:I'Killop, J, M. Chisholm, Esqui.res. Auditors-

• Ga Macarthur, Charles Vaughan, Esquires.. Committee of JlrfanaO'ement 
-. Messrs. J. Anderson, H. II. Atkinson, G. Beaver J Bland J C °lfi Id 
W Cl k F ,. J,. au e , 

• ar e, • L. Clay, Re Forrest, A. F. A. Greevcs If G TInrr' t n H ' • • r. mg on, 
• eape, W. KCl'r, J. C. King, D. C. l\l'Arthur, R. Wilson. Zoologist-

Mr: James FultOll. Liln·arian-Mr. Thomas Burns. Collector-nIt, Jolm 
Smlth:-Moved by l\:fr. Ar<lell, seconded hy l\{r. Burns~ . 
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BALANCE SHEET, 

ExILibiting the state of tILe affairs of the Mechanics' Institution on the 1st January, 1842. 

DEBIT ACCOUNTS. 

Subscriptions and donations due by !Vlembers and others£771 
Overdue Bills . , ••• 358 
Property of the Institution, viz.:-

Ground on Eastern Hill,} £660 0 
valued at • . . 

Furniture. . • • 32 9 
Library and Museum • 110 0 

o 
o 
o 

13 
17 

Union Bank, Balance there • ~ • 

802 9 
505 11 

o 
4 

o 
2 

£2438 10 6 

CREDIT ACCOUNTS. 

J. 1\1". Chisholm, for Rent .• £ 25 0 
Quarterly Accounts to 31st December. 40 12 
Stock Account, being the estimated value of the) 2372 18 

whole Property of the Institution. . .~. 

o 
o 
6 

£3438 10 6 

Of tIle overdue Bills, about one-nalf have since been paid off, with interest, as may be seen in the following ACcount, and the 

Institution holds security for the remainder. There has been some difficulty experienced in collecti~g the various Subscriptions and 
Donations, many of which are long overdue. 

a 

Ivlelbourne, ~th June, 1842. 

\v. WESTGARTH, 

TREASURER. 

00 

.... ,~. 

c.o 
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BOOKS IN THE J~IBRARYo 

WORKS. 

Encyclopedia Britannica •••••••••••••••••• 
Supplement to ditto ••••• , •••• s ••••••••••• 

Gifford's Life of Pitt ..•• I ••••••••••••••••• 

vVatson's Philip the 1I. •..••••••••••• 0 •••• 

Guthrie's Geography ............. : •.•••••• 
Blacks tone's Commentaries ••••••••••• I •••• 
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