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MECHANTCS INSTITUT

TO THE MEMBERS.

R The Committee of Management of the Melbourne Mechanies’ In-
stitution, have great pleasure in being. enabled to submit to the present
Annual General Meeting of Subscribers, a most satisfactory Report on the
present pi’m?lon Iz)md fature prospects of the Institution.
' 2 the Report made to the General Meeting at this peri
‘the Sub_;scrlbqrs were informed, that by the exertions of a f ewlofrtci)l% llitisgnzrsg;
of the Committee, asufficient sum had been collected in the shape of donations
by which the very heavy amount of debt that had previously weighed 50
"semously on the prosperity and usefulness of the Institution, had been Teduced
1o the sum of £1,050, but to this sum ought to have been added the interest
‘due _th,ereorn, which has since been paid, amounting to £80 19s, 4d.

You were also informed, gentlemen, that an arrangement had been

o
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made with the Port Phillip Savings’ Bank, by which the Institution was to

receive a sum of £800, on a mortage of the premises, at an Interest of 8 -
‘cent. PP annum.

This arrangement has since been finally carried out and by a further
payment of £130 19s. 4d., towards the origi |
paym £130 19s. 4d., owards the original debt the balance now due
thereon to Captain Swanston, (the late mortgagee,) is reduced to £200,

The total debt, therefore, now due by the Institution is to the

Savings’ Bank |
On account of the old Mortgage ... 58388
£1,000

- By the Treasurer’s Account which has been dul ited,
o . _ y audited, and
which is appended to this Report for the information of the Members, it will
be shewn that there has been received during the year.

| _ | £ s d.
By balance from previous year ... e ese ese  ses 0 8 5
By arrears of Subscription ... ... e e 19 8 4
By entrance fees from new Members ... .. w260 0
By Subscriptions for the current year ... .. 243 5 4
By Annual Grant from Government v wee ee e 150 0 0
By Donations from private persons T 1 6 0
By rents for a portion of the premises not required at present
for the use of the Institution .. ... . . 121 6 0
By proceeds from Lectures, Fines, and the sale of old Forms ... 513 8
567 6 9

Making a Total of... £
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The appropriation of the above sum has been as follows, viz t—

To the payment of old Debts, (by which the whole amount now £ s, d

due by the Institution is as above stated, reduced to

£1,000) e e eee e e e e 213019 4

To Salaries and current expenses ... e 24210 2
To Books and periodicals for the use of the Library and Read-

ing Room oo wee eee we eee e .. 143 8 8

To Repairs of Building and Furniture ... ... .. o 37T 0 3

Balance in Bank ... .. i ese wwe e .. 13 8 4

£567 6 9

The number of Members of the Institution as will be observed on
reference to the List appended, amounts to 344. |
Honorary Members ... crn eue 20
Visiting Members ... e s e 13
Life Members 28
And Annual Subscribers ... e 283

34

Omberpe—

Assuming, therefore, that of the present Annual Subscribers
250 pay their Annual Fee for the current year, the sum |
derivable form this source willbe... .. .. .. 250 0 O
Add to this the Entrance Fees and Annual Subscriptions from
new Members, and which your Committee consider may
be safely estimated at about nearly the same amount as  °

was received last year, say ... = e ee o 30 0 O
Government Donation cee ase ese  aes e 150 0 O
And Rent for the use of the Building .. ... . . 120 0 O

£550 0 O

This sum your Committee have, after full consideration, resolved to
recommend, should be appropriated in the fsllowing manner— |
To the payment of Salaries and other current expenses... .. £200 0 0
"To the purchase of Books and Periodicals for the Library and

Reading Room we 150 0 O
Andto the payment of the old debt.ee  «e  wee e e 200 0 O
0

£550 0

i By the new laws introduced and adopted at the last General Meet-
ing, whereby ¢ all persons who may not have paid their Annual Subscriptions
by the 31st of March in each year, shall cease to be Members ;”” your Com-
mittee will, at that date, be enabled to make the disbursements for the cur-
rent year with certainty, and until this period they propose to defer the

payment of the old debt of £200, as should their expectations with reference

to the funds not be realized, they will endeavour to enter into other arrange-
ments by which a portion of the said debt may, in its payment, be postponed
until the next year; the Committee, therefore, pledge themselves to the
Subscribers to expend at least the sum of £150 in the increase of the Library
and support of the Reading Room.

As a few of the Members of the Institution who were not present
at the last Annual General Meeting expressed some doubt of the policy and
propriety of the Law, whereby ¢ All persons who may not have paid their
Subscriptions on or before the 31st of March in each year, shall cease to be
Members,” the Committee have great pleasure in assuring such Members that
the adoption thereof has been attended with the most beneficial effects to the

Tnstitution, not only enabling. the Committee to regulate the financial affairs
of the Institution with confidence and certainty, but in having excluded from
the List of Members a number of persons who availed themselves of allhtkze
privileges of the Institution, without having contributed any payment wha-
aever for a series of years to its support.

In the foregoing statement your Committee have detailed fully for
your information the present financial position of the Institution, and the pro-
posed application of the Revenue for the current year, which they cannot
doubt will be satisfactory to. you, and they beg to further add.a brief sketch
of the progress of the Institution during the last two years.

In Januvary, 1846,

| g s d

The full amount of Debt due by the Institution, including ar-
rears of Interest, was. O 1628 19 10
During the past two years—1846 and 1847—the amount paid 608 19 10

off has been ...
During the above period (two years) there has been expended 0

for Books and Periodicals alone, the sum of " v 301 O
The annual revenue of the Institution-in 1845, was

For Subseriptions ve wes see 151
Rents for use of Building ... oo 87
Government Grant ... wes 150

le=Te ol < B-o
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- 388 13 b
The annual revenue for thepast year was, for
" Subscriptions ..o eee  ees e 243 5 4
Arrears of Ditto oo vee e 19 8 4
Entrance Fees ... vee e, 26 0 0
Rents for use of Building .. .. 121 6 O
Government Grant  e.e  ere s 150 0 0

559 19 &

b ‘f’ Members in 1845 was— g
he nugxa;ix;g Members, 190, and of which number 75 paid

only a very small proportion of the annual subscrip- 190

veo. FYLE . ese,

' tion‘ . mes sed see ese . 18
HODOI'ary Membel's see XY see osse :.'. . 16
Life Members — sse.  oos  wee o 00f 994

: - Leoribers esent who have paid
While the number of Subscribers at presen P oes.
‘ their Subseriptions up to the 31st December, 1847, 18 .. 220

Honorary Members e e o
Visiting Members cee v A N |
~ Lile Members T e " B 344

T i Vet

f two years the sum of £628 19s. 10d. has

Thus within a perioc o t of old debts, and the total amount due now

been. appropriated to the paymen

' Tnstitution, is reduced to £1000. -

by the n’SI‘he SIIII,I of £301 has been appropria
) i d Reading Room.

for the L}}‘)lr;zrgniltltal' revenug has increased £171 6s. 3d.

) ¢ Members has increased 106. o
A}Ill?i 21\1{:}1;91114%!“‘); now on the List having paid his Subseription to

the end of the year, is a bona Jide Subscriber.

ted to the purchase of Books




=TT

o 5 il

s

Your Committee having given a full statement of the financial pross

pects of the Institution, would now call your attention to a more detailed:
account of the advancement of the several branches of the Society’s objects.

THE LIBRARY.
QAR

| In the month of May, 1846, the Treasurer of the Institution forwarded
to Messrs. Simmonds and Ward, of London, the sum of £50 for the purchase

of Works of Popular Literature suitable to the taste of the general readers.
belonging to the Society, and which they reasonably expected to receive im
the course of the ensuing year at the farthest, but as yet, though nearly two. -
years have elapsed, they have not received any account whatever of the outlay: -

of the funds remitted, the receipt however, has been duly acknowledged.
Upon this subject several yery urgent letters have been sent to Messrs. Sim-
monds and Ward, and also to Mr. Westgarth, (the late Treasurer of the
Institution,) which, it is hoped, have had the effect of causing the Books.
ordered to be purchased and forwarded without delay. Notwithstanding the
drawback occasioned by the above annoying eireumstances, your Committee
feel pleasure in stating that the Library has been increased by the addition of
nearly 400 vols., by purchase and donations, and that the daily circulation of
the Works belonging to it is calculated on an average to be between 250 and

300 vols., the greater part of these being constituted of those purchased by :

your Committee during the past year.
Your Committee would also draw your attention to the fact of the-

‘Library having contained “enly 400 vols. in the year 1843, whereas the-

number of volumes at present exceeds 2,000 !

Owing to the great inconvenience and delay arising from remitting.
money to England for the purchase of Books, your Committee have it in con-
templation (provided more satisfactory arrangements cannot be made) to-
purchase Books in these Colonies, so that as far as possible the wishes of the
Subscribers for New Works of interest and utility may be at once and*
promptly met. | | |

TIIE READING ROOM. . -

From the number of Persons daily attending at the Reading Room
of the Institution your Committee are induced to augur favorably of its use-
ft}lpess in extending the information contained in the various Periodicals of the
day, and that from the many advantages which it holds out to the public gene-

rally, it will become of material importance towards the advancement of the
interests of the Society. Co

Pty

MUSEUM. .

In the department of the Museum, your Committee regret that since
the date of the last Report so little has been done towards its extension, the
contributions not having increased in the ratio that might be expected in a
country rich in very many of the productions which constitute such collec-
tions. ~ A few objects have, however, been presented, which, with the names.
of the Donors will be found appended to this Report. Under the circum-
stances your Committee take this opportunity of earnestly impressing upon
all well-wishers of the Institution and those desiring the advancement of the’
community in Science and the knowledge of the resources of the country, the
unquestionable importance of an extensive collection of objects of Natural
History, and they now call upon them to contribute, which they do the more
earnestly as there is rarely to be found an individual, who with little or ne

trouble or expense to himself cannot assist in the accomplishment of so desirable
an object.

AR —

' - LECTURES. | o
During the course of the present season there have been delivered to
the Members of the Institution a series of nine Lectures on various subjects
by Messrs. Forbes, Barry, Morison, Ramsay, and Haydon, to whom the
thgmks of this Meeting, for their eloquent and able exertions will be duly trans~
mitted. There is every reason to hope that henceforward not only will
the assistance of the Gentlemen named be again offered to the Institution, but
that many others who have already kindly promised their aid to the Society,
will come forward and give Lectures before the close of the present year. ’

.

e
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CLASSES. , -

_; Your Committee would feel themselves wanting in their duty, did
they not notice with marked approbation the zeal of the Honorary Secretary
of the Institution, who for the last twelve months, has devoted his professional

* abilities towards the instruction of several Members in the art of perspective

drawing and colouring, and that too, without charge to either the pupils, or
the Society. 'To carry out the views of the above Gentleman, your Commitiee
will at the very first opportunity, devote from the funds at their dis-
posal, a sum for the purchase of models, copies, &c., for the use of the Members
attending the drawing class.
| A Trench class is now also in operation under the superintendence
of Mr. Butterficld, a fee of half a-guinea per quarter being paid by the
Pupils.—Attendance twice a week. . |
The exertions of the above Gentlemen, have been attended with

success, and your Committee would earnestly recommend the Members to,

avail themselves of the advantages thus afforded them.
| Your Committee are in hopes that before the close of the present
year, they will be enabled to establish Classes, having for their object, the
diffusion of adult education in its various branches. .
In conclusion, your Committee deem it necessary to explain, that
their reason for deferring the task of compiling a catalogue for the use of the

Members, was the non-arrival of the books daily expected from their agents.
in London, as, had they prepared such a list, and the new works come to hand,,

thie additional expense of a complete revision of the catalogue would have
been occasioned. |

i L
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The following persons have contribuited te the Library during the
Yast year, the number of volumes respectively opposite each name :—

yoLs. . VOLS.
Mr. Barry ceeceiiiccsensvinnsensnnes 10 Mie. C. Laing, Plan of North Mel-
Mr. Brewster, MLL.C ccsveviiiiieces 3 DOUrNe «evierrnrnrernsnnnarecesnancns

1y}
Mr. Bowler .cevecreesecseorsssnninnsss 3 Dr. Lee, London, per Mr. C.

Mr. Brown siececicscescisesssacensacs '3 AST1 11171 1 R O S
Mr. Burn .. weeseesssseesssnsssssiness 1 Ditto, 3 Numbers Proceedings of

Mr. Catr .oieeveernnnssinencsnseensses 2 the Numismatic Society-v.cvvins

Mr. Cashmore .iuuseerssivsssranversss 6 Mr. Murphy.ovevicevvoriens 1
Mr. Dutton .veimsecesensssineeess 1 Mr. James Patterson covveieveniees 4
Mr. Darcy .ieeeeescessescennnseennee 1 Reve A M. Ramsay «ocevinnenes 4
Mr. FOXtON .vevvssssensssnnennaneseess 3 Mr. B. Reynolds wueeeeieiiiieeeenees 1
Rev. J. Forbes..oeeereenseseernrnneees 4 Mr. C, Smith .oeeviivriireiieecrennss 1
Ditto, 14 Numbers Bible Society’s 1

Mr. R’. Sl Webb 000800009000 ORORRPOTCS
Reports eesveeeeiraressensansaosisoas -

Mr. Harrington, London, per Mr. 72

Meek, 6 Numbers Nocturnal Purchased by the Institution...... 303
Lepidopterea .ivvecssssecssnnienss 6 Received from England..ceeeeeres 18
Mr. Kerr wocieesernsessssscenssiocseea 6 e
Mr. R. Langlands ....ceceveeeneneee 1 Total number of volumes, bound 393
Ditto, 11 Numbers Christian Ditto Pamphlets cvovereeeeeriirereces 28
Witness.esveesesnsssearnsesssvossvees e
Mr. C.Laing .ovvvesesrervereacisiees 8 421

i ——

'TO THE MUSEUM.
His Honor C. J. La Trobe—A Horn of a Rhinoceros.
Mr. Robinson, Chief Protector of Aborigines—2 spears, 1 reed ditto, 1 pad-
dle, 1 leangle, 1 bone instrument.

Mr. R. Wilson—2 New Zealand war implements, 1 Port Phillip stone
tomahawk. |

Dr. Curdie —Fossils from Port Fairy. |

Mr. Stanbridge, per Dr. Black—A number of Fossils and Minerals, specimens
from the Avoca Plains. |

Mr. Edgar—Stalagmites from a Cave near Yass. |

Mr. W. M‘Kenzie, per the Deputy Sheriff—2 skullsand a thigh bone of.the
Natives of the South Sea Islands. , ot

Dr. Greeves—An old Lease. tempi : Jacobi primi 1609.

A Friend—A pair of skates.

Mr, William Ker, Singapore, per Mr. Bowler—A basin and jug made of
‘l‘) Gutta Percha,” a “nutmeg fruit and lower” preserved, and a Malay

oem.

Mr, Stafford—>5 old copper coins, and a specimen of copper ore from South
Australia. - )

Mr. Cavenagh—A section of the marked tree found at Gipps Land.

By Donations from several gentlemen, collected by Messrs. George Cavenagh
and A. Ross—Bust of Dr. Leichhardt.

DONATIONS—MONEY.,
Rev. A. M. Ramsay «eccevvvrevirecsnnnnnene £1 0 0
NIPO ‘Vl Ha'y s0sevssepsessudtieectoncivOOivIRROS O 5 0

o £1 5 0

| | LECTURES DELIVERED. |
Rev. Jn FOPbeS coocio;o--aq.ooo-aoo- 1 ReV. A. M. R&msay -oioouloob‘oooooloo

Rev. A, MOTrISON ceeereressssorenrnces D M['. H. I‘Ia-ydon 90T TReIIieIOTeRRsIS
Redmond Barry, Esq. sieereivivenens 1 :

Smmea—

OLASSES. .
Drawing,  French,

Pl et

T ey ey e
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List of Periodicals. and New~,pap01q puroh'tsed fm the Readmaf
"ioom — L

PERIODICALS.
Edinburgh Philosophical Jour nal
Mechames Magazine
Nautical Magazine
Pharmaceu‘mcal Journal

* Tdinburgh Review
Quarterly Review
Blackwood’s Magazine
Bentley’s Mlscollmy
Colburn’s ditto

Ditto United Service

Dublin University Magazine
Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal
Simmonds’ Colonial Mawaﬂne

New Army List -
New Navy List
* Art Umon M'wazme

e

BRITISH NEWSPAPERS.
.. Pictorial Times

T.ondon Times N
Ilustrated London News L

L.eeds Mercury

Journal of Commerce Punch

Bell’s Life in London T Atlas

* Liverpool Albion . .. - Spectator
Glasgow Herald Examiner
Scotsman ST John Bull -
Dublin Evening Mail o . Economist
Dublin Nation . Athenzeum
Banner of Ulster ' Lancet

* Southern Reporter Law Times

* Hardy’s Shipping List * Home News

* Dublin Pilot . ¥ Builder
* Edinburgh Witness o

COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS. - .

Sydney Herald | Port Phillip Patriot
”» Atlas | ’s Herald
Taunceston Examiner | | 55 Gazette
Hobart Town Courier Melbourne Argus
South Australian Register Geelong Advertiser
Portland Gazette ¥ Cape “of Good Hope Adver tiser
’ Guardian * New Zealand Pape1 ‘

) , . . LIFE MEMBERS.
Browster E. J., ML.C. Murphy J. R.
Beaver George “ Mortimer H. W.

Beéar John . ..+ M¢Arthur D. C. (VP)
Burn W. C. | | '~ M¢rae F., M.D.

Cole G. W. (V.P. ) M‘Crae A. M.

Clay F. L. . Ogilvy Pavid
Chisholm J: M. * Palmer J. F.

Dalgety F. G. - , . Peers J. J.

Dinwoodie J. o ' Porter Robert

‘Robinson J. P., M.L.C.

Heape Benjamin Simpson Tames, J.P. (Plesulent)
Jackson James o Westgarth William

Kerr William | Wilson Robert

Moor Henry . . Williamson Charles.

Easey William

3IO‘IORAR\ MEMBERS,

William a’Beckett Sir John Franklin
Arthur A’Beckett Rev. Dr. Lang
Major Barney | K  Dr. Leichhardt

Rev H. Carmichael
Captain Cheyne

~ Robert Lowe, M.L:C.
- Captain Moriarty

Jardine’s Annals of Natural Hlstory /

* The papers marked with an asterisk were not ordered in pre-

vious years:

Sir T. L. MitcHell
W. S. M‘Leay
Captain M‘Conochie

~ Dr. Nicholson, M.L.C.

Rev. J. Saunders

Coffey Rev. Dean
Forbes Rev. J

Geoghegan Rev. P. B

Morison Rev. A.
Ramsay 1tev. A. M.
Thomson Rev. A. C.
Sweetman Rev. E.

Allison J.
Armitstead Thomas
Argyle Edward
Arthar J ohn
Aitken James
Alexander T. B.
Anderson Mrs. Col.

Barnes Charles
Barnes Edward
Bradshaw Charles
Black Thomas, M.D.
Bakewell J.
Bakewell R.
Broadfoot A. A.
Bell Henrie

Bell W. M.

Bell J. W.

Bell William
Buchanah Isaac
Bowler John
Buckley William
Buckley George
Bray Thomas
Bullen John
Barber Géorge
Brisbane James
Ballingall James
Ben}amm S.
Benjamin M.
Bennet J.

Brodie James
Brodie G. S.
Bingley J. P.
Barwmk James
Brown James
Brown John
Buckland James
Budge Henry
Ba,rly Redmond
Burnett C. H.
Balmain James
Balmain T. C.
Balcombe, A. B.
Bruford A.
Bawtree Samuel
Bear J. P.
Barlow Edward .
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- HGNORARY MEMBERS.

Captain Sturt
Count Streleski
Roger Therry

Dr. Wallace

Rev. D. Mackenzie, AM.

VISITING MEMBERS.

Boursiquot G. D.
Cavenagh George
Harrison James
M¢Combie Thomas
Osborne Thomas H.
Wilkinson Thomas

LIST OF MEMBERS.

Bryan Saruel
Butterfield Edward
Blow William
Best James
Brophy John

Cotton John

Curr Edward
Craig Skene
Campbell Dri
Campbell D. S.
Campbell Robert
Campbell Dalmahoy
Campbell Alexander
Cain James
Curlewis G. C.
Crop'per Williar
Croke James
Crossley Henry
‘Crook Samuel
Cooke John
Cashmore Michael
Cowell J. W,
Clarke John
Clowes James
‘Chamney James
Cooley 3. S.

Duerdin John
Denny James O.
Dismorr J.

Dick James
Duncan David
Donnellan William
Dight C. H.

- Dixon C. W,

Dayvis P.

Dods William
Dunn C. C.
Dutton W. H.
Dow James
Darc Michael
Dobson William

Ellershaw C.

Edgar Edward
Edwards John
Estoll William

Toxton J. G.
Firebrace William
Tleming Williain
Fletcher William
T'oote H. B.
Fennell Robert
Freer W. M.
Fawkner J. P.
Finn Edmund
Farmer Thomas
Faircloth George
Foley James
Fairbank Henry
Fogarty James .

Greeves A. F. A.
Gill James

‘Green E. B.
Gregory S.

Gibson Matthew .
Guthridge Nehemiah
Goddard C. H.
Ginn Henry

Groves George
Glisson James
Godber Job

Grant Roderick
Gibbons W, 8.
Gaffney D.

Hoddle Robert
Houston George
Hull Alfred
Ham Thomas
Hart A. H.
Hoffman William
Hammond W. E,
Hobson Francis
Harlin John
Hall Joseph
Howey J. -
Hodgson J.
Hood John
Hordern A. .
Howard C.
Hancock Henry

inglis P.

e - et




Isaacs C.

Jones John
Jones Charles
James George
Jamieson Robert
Jeifries John
Jackson Samuel

Kaight A. H.
Kerr Thomas
King J. C.
Knox, Robert
Kissock Thomag
Keatinge J.
Kilburn D. T.
Kemp Henry
Kennedy Donald

Latrobe C. J.
TLonsdale Wllham
T.ennox D.
Langlands R.
melands Henry
IJUSh L

Lilburne William
Lilburne William, jun.
Lilburne Alexander
Lyons David

Laing Charles
Liezge Samuel

Murphy James
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