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REPORT 
OF THE 

M,ELBOURNE MECHANICS' INSTITU'rION AND SCHOOL 
OF ARTS, FOR TI-IE YEAR'1851. '. 

IN reviewing the progress of the Institution during the past year, your 
Committee feel highly gratified at. the evidence of the increasing estima­
tion in ·which it is generally held; and they would congratulate the 
members on the interest evinced by the public, in the advancement 'of 
the objects contemplated by the Institution. 

Amidst the prevailing excitement of the present times, the operations 
I.of this Society have participated in the interruptions to which all t~e 
pursuits of our community have been subjected; many of our members 
have been attracted to the Gold Fields, and have temporarily ceased to 
regard the Institution with that concern which they formerly manifested 
in its welfare. . 

The list of new members (127) presents a large increase on the pre-
vious year, but in conseqnence of some ha.ving 'ceased to pay up their 
subscriptions within the tilne lirnitedby the Rules, arid thereby having 
forfeite~ the advantages of membership, the total number of m~mbers 'is 
not much augmented since the last annual meeting. On the 1st of 
January, 1851, there were on the list 451 members, '31 present there are 
488, being an addition of 37. 

The Treasurer's accounts for the past year, notwithstanding the un-
settled state of the community, show an increase on the revenue of the 
previous year of £52 17s. They have been duly audited, and are now 
submitted for the information of the melnbers. 

ABSTRAOT OF THE TREASURER'S ACOOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 1851 
RECEIPTS. 

:6alance from previous year ' 
Entrance fees from new nlembers 
Subscriptions for the year 
Annual Grant from Governm~nt 
Rents for the use of the Building 
Proceeds of Lectures, &c. . . ~ 

· .. 
. . . 
. .. 

... 

ExrEND rl'URE. 
Account'of Mortgage paid off ••. 
Lectures' '. '. . . .. 

.... 

... 

· .. 
· .. 

Books, Periodicals, and Newspapers for~ipr~,ry 
Reading Room .. . · .. • •• 

Furniture ....... .. · .. · ' .. 
R . f B 'ld' ' epalrs 0 Ul lng . .. . .. . . ~ . . .. 
Current exp,enses, including interest on Mortgage 
Balance in Bank .........' ... 

... £ 6 4 8 

· .. 46 10 0 

· .. 330 '3 4 
150 0 0 · .. 

· .. 192 18 6 
.... 3 4: 0 

£729 0 6 

· .. £100 0 0 

· .. 17 ' 2 1 
and 
· .. 178 2 11 
· .. '2'6 19 6 

· .. 53 1 10 

• •• 298 8 9 

• •• 55 5 5 

£729 0 6 

• 
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It was suggested. by your Committee at the Gene~al Meeting held in 
January, 1849, that the sum of £1 00 sho~ld .be pal~ annually to":al'ds 
the liquidation of the Mortgage on the InstItutIOn, whIch has accordmgly 
been done and that debt is now reduced to £500. In appropriating the 
revenue for the ensuing year, your Committee recommend that this 
annual reduction of £100 be continued, whereby the Institution will, ere 
long, be entirely relieve~ of that i~cumbrance! and tIle whole of the fun~;; 
can then be -expended III advancmg the vanous branches of the Instt-· 

tution. The revenue of the ensuing year, your Committee have t:very reason 
to hope, will be much augmented in conseque.nce o~ tlle large .addition. 
to the population, and tbe increased remuneratIOn whICh the artlzan and 

11lechanic will receive for their labor .. 
Your Committee, in suggesting the appropriation of the revenue for 

the current year, have considered it better to estim.ate it at the same 
amount as last year, say £720, and that the autllonty of the General 
MeetinO' should be given to them by the adoption of this Report, to ex­
pend a~y s~lfplus o~ such .branches of the Institution as may appear 

most to requIre pecunIary assIstance. 
The oullay your Committee would beg to recommend is as follows. 

. 
VlZ :- £ 8. d. 

Current expenses ... · .. · .. ' 3]0 0 0 

Interest on Mortgage · .. • •• 32 0 0 

Accounts due · .. · . ,. o •• 20 0 0 

Books, Periodicals, Newspapers, &c. ••• 160 0 0 

. Towards paying off the 1\iortgage ... .... • 100 0 0 

Lectures, apparatus . . . . . . •....• so 0 0 

Incidental expenses . . . . .. .... 18 0 0 
I ------

, 

£720 0 0 

, The outlay required for the current expenses of working the Institu­
tion, must as a necessary consequence of the late Gold Discoveries, 

, exceed tllat of previous years j your Committee, notwithstanding, are 
happy to be enabled to recommend the appropriation of a sum not inferior 
to that of last year in the purchase of Books and Periodicals for the 

Li brary and Reading Room. 
Your Committee will now bring under your attention the position of 

the various branches of the Institution. 
There have been 381 vOlu-I;les of standard and scientific ·works added 

to the Library during the past year, of which twelve have been obtained 
by donation and the remainder by purchase. The Library now contains 
4435 hooks, and as a proof that they are appreciated, a great many of 

them are constantly in circulation. ' 
The Reading Room continues ,to be supplied with the principal ~ome 

and Colonial Magazines and Newspapers. Your Committee have alme~ 
at strict impartiality in their choice of Periodicals j and it has been their 
constant endeavor to procure those which they deemed suitable and ag

ree
-
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able to the tastes .and opmwns of the different classes of readers who 
atten{i the lleading ROOln. Your COIUlnittee indeed have every reason 
to believe that their efforts to render this branch of the Institution attrac­
tive, have been crowned with success; amI, owing to the large attendance 
of members and occasional visitors, it has been found requisite tQ procure 
duplicate copies of the local journals to be placed each morning on the table. 
In consequence of the unsatisfactory way in which the Home journals 
have hitherto been furnished, arrangements have been entered into with a 
House in Melbourne, for a constant and regular supply of the latest 

dates. 
With respect to the Museum, your Committee cannot but again repeat 

their deep regret that this department of the Institution is still kept in 
abeyance from the want of accommodation. They are at the same time 
fully sensible that in this quarter of the globe, peculiarly rich in mineral 
wealth, abounding in botanical, zoological, and other 'specimens, the 
Museum ought to assume an importance, in a scientific point of view, 
almost heyond any other branch of the Institution. They therefore most 
earnestly hope to be enabled, ere long, by the increased accommodation to 
which your Committee are about to refer, to place it in the prominent 
position which it is en titled to occupy, and to present to the members a 
Museum exhibiting an epitome of the mineral resources and the animal 
.and vegetable variety of this singular country. Your Committee have 
much pleasure in stating that the room which has hitherto been used as a 
Lecture Hall, but always intended for the Museum, has been enlarged by 
nearly half its former size, by the removal of the partition walls which 
divided the Lecture Hall from the two rooms on the upper floo!', and by 
changing the position of the staircase to the outside, which improvement 
has .been effected solely from the proceeds of the Music Class, without 
encroaching on the funds of the Institution. Your Committee have much 
gratification in informing the members that, by the liberality of our new 
Government and Legislative Council, a grant of £500 has been made 
towards the erection of an Amphitheatre or Lecture Hall in the rear of 
the present building. Your Committee will therefore embrace the earliest 
opportunity to proceed with the erection of the Lecture Hall, when suffi­
cient funds shall be collected h'om the members to carry out the object. 
The sum of £1100 has been already subscribed, but as the cost will 
amount to at least £1000, additional subscriptions to the amount of £200 
are required j you!' Committee therefore now most earnestly solicit dona­
tions from such of the members as have not already contributed. On ~ 

the completion of the work contemplated, the present Lecture Hall will 
of course be wholly devoted to the purpose for which it was originally 

. intended-a Museum. 
Your Committee are aware of the importance of the Lecture Depart-

ment j but regret they have not been able to obtain on all occasions that 
scientific knowledge and talent for popular lectures, which would alone 
instruct and excite the public, and draw those large audiences which 
would give an impetus to this branch of the Institution. Your Com-
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mittee have, however, much pleasure in assuring the public that they are, 
resolved to spare no pains to render this department completely efficient, 
and as popular in every respect as circumstances will admit of. 

Before concluding this Report, your Committee have to state, that since 
the month Of June last, weekly concerts have been held in the Lecture 
Hall by the Music Class in connection with the Institution, and under the 
sanction of your Committee, for which all the musical talent procurable 
in Melbourne has been obtained. Your Committee cannot view those 
concerts in any other light than as conducive to harmless recreation for 
two hours in the week to the public, and ta those members of the Institu­
tion whose physicallabor, or mental application, requires an occasional 
cessation from arduous occupations. The funds of the Institution have 
been thereby much increased, and the favorable reception with which the 
concerts have met, em.boldens your Committee to hope for their con-
. tInuance. Notwithstanding the additional expenses of the Institution, your Com-

mittee d'o not desire to impose weightier burthens on the members by 
suggesting a rise in the amount 01 the annual subscription. They have 
only to request that the members will continue to take an animated in­
terest in the affairs of the Institution, and not simply be content with com­
plying in all respects with its rules, but likewise by their recommenda, 
tions and z.eal, seek to swell the number of its supporters" 

'I. 
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DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY., 
VOLS •. 

• 
Mr. l\lorgan · .. · .. · .. . .. · .. · .. 2 

Mr. P. A. C. O'Farrell · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. 2 

Mr. Rutherford · .. · .. . .. · .. · .. 1 
Mr. Stawell . . . · .. · .. · .. 1 
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The fol1owing Lectures were delivered during the past year:-
On Modern Men of Literary Genius, by Mr. J. l\L White ,.. 1 
On Longitude (1) and the Blood (2), by Thir. Small ... 3 
On History and Legends of Ancient Castles, by Mr. Rog-ers ... 1 . 
On the Improvement of the ~1ercantile Navy, by Mr. Ballingall 1 
On Coal and Coall\1ining, by !'.1i.'. Allen ... ..... 1 
On Chemistry, by Rev. \V. Trollope .oo 7 
On the Construction and IYIechanical Economy of the Human 

Franle, by Mr. F. 'V. Rosson... ••. ... ..• ... 2 
On Geeology, &c., by Dr. Richmond ... ... ... ... 1 
On Natural .Philosophy, by Mr. T. T. A'Beckett... ... 1· 
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BRITISH PERIODICALS. 

Edinburgh Review 
Quarterly ditto 
North British ditto 
Blackwood's Magazine 
Bentley's Miscellany 
Colburn's ditto 
Ditto United Service 
Dublin University Magazine 
Peoples' Journal 
Tait's IVlagazine 

Chambers' Edinburgh Journal 

ArtU nion Journal 
Glasgow Practical Mechanics' arid 

Engineers' Magazine 
Mechanics' Magazine 
New Army List 
New Navy List 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
Civil Engineer's and Architect's Ma-. 

gazlne 
Publications from the Rae Society 

BRITISH NEWSPAPERS. 

London Times 
Liverpool Albion 
Glasgow Herald 
Dublin Evening Mail 
Tablet 
Cork Southern Reporter 
Scotsman 
Illustrated London N ewe 
Ladies' Newspaper 
Punch 
Atlas 

Spectator 
Economist 
Athenreum 
Lancet 
Builder 
Nonconformist 
Household W orde 
Household Narrative 
Britannia 
Weekly Dispatch 

COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES. 

Melbourne Argus 
Melbourne Morning Herald 
Sydney Ilerald 
Sydney Empire 
Sydney Freeman's Journal 
Launceston Examiner 
Hobart Town Courier 
Australasian 

South Australian Register 
Portland Guardian 
Belfast G:1zette 
Geelong Advertiser 
Cape of Good Hope Advertiser 
N ew- Zealand Paper 
Illustrated Australian Magazine 

·A' Beckett, \Vm. 
A 'Beckett, Arthnr 
Barney, Mayor 
Carmicbael, Rev. El. 
Cbevnet f;aptain 

. Fra~ldin, Sir John 
Gilbert, George A. 

. Lang. Rev. Dr. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS . 

l\1oriarty, Captahl 
Mitcheil, Sir T. L . 
M'Leay, 'N· S. . 
M'Conochie, CaptaIn 
Nicho\800, Dr., M. L. C. 
Saunders Rev. J. 
StUl't, Captain 
Strelzeiki, Count 
rfherry, Judge 
Wallace, Dr, Leichhnrdt, Dr. 

Lowe, Robert 
i\1 f1ckenzie, Rev·., D., A. M. 

LIFE MEMBERS. 

Beal', John 
. Beaver, George 
Bell, Wm. M .. 
Brewster, E. J. 
Burn, \V. C. 
Cbishohn, J. M. 
Clay, F. L. 
Cole, G. W .. 
'Dalgety, F. G. 
Din woodie, J. 
Easey, William 
GreeveEl, A. F. A .. 
Heape, Benjamin 
J ackson, J ames 
Kerr, William 

A 'BecKett, Thomas T. 
A'Beckett , W. junior 
Ainslie, Miss 
Aitken David 
Allee, John 
Allieon, J. 
A ndersoD, Mrs. Cola 
Annand, G. J. 
Argy le, Samuel 
Bakewell, J. 
Bakewell, R. 
BaU G. P. 
Ballantyne, R. 
BallingaU, James 
Ballingall. W. junior 
Balmaio, Tl C. 
Balmain, Jas. 
Barnes, Charles 
Harry, Redmond 
Barwick. J ames 
Battye, Theo. 
Bawtree, Samuel 
Bear, J. P. 
Beaver, F. E. 
Beilby, w-
Belcher, Gco. F. 
Bell, 'V. G. 
Bell J. W. 

\,. 

Melbourne, Lord Bisbop of 
Moor, Henry 
Mortimer, H. Wo 
Murphy, J. R. 
M' Arthur, D. C. 
M'Crae, Andrew, M. 
Ogilvy, David 
Orme, Chas. 
Palmer, J. F. 
Porter, Robert 
SimpsoD, James, 
,Westgarth, William 
Williamson , Charles 
\Vilson, Robert 

ORDINARY MEMBERS. 
Benjamin, S. 
Benjamin, M. 
Bennett, J. B, 
Bennett, Wm. 
Bensoll Wm. 
Best, James 
Bickerton R. F. 
Black, Thomas 
Black. John 
Rlake, J, Wm. 
Blackburn. J. jurnior 
Blanch, H. M. 
Blow, Wm. 
Blundell, J. J. 
Bowler, John 
Bourne, R. E. 
Boursiquot, G .. D. 
Brisbane, James 
Brew, John 
Broadfoot A. A. 
Brooks; H. T. 
Brown, John 
Brodie Charles 
Brodie, R. S. 
Brodie, J. 
Brophy, J. . 
Bryant, FranClB 
Buddee, J. 



Bucklaod, John 
Buckley, Wm. 
Bucknell, J, 
Budge, B enry 
Bull, '¥. K. 
Bulleo, John 
BUl'uley, J. W. 
Burns J. 
Butler, E. A. 
Butterfeld, Edward 
Burchell, A. 
Campbell, D. S. 
Campb~l1, Robert 
Campbell, Dalmahoy. 
Cavenagh, Geor'f:fe .1 

Chambers, Hugb John, 
Chirnside, John 
Clarke, John 
Clarke, 'Vrn. 
C)owes, R. 
Clow, Rev. J. 
Cock, Charles 
Coheo, Edward 
Coodell, Henry 
Cooke, J, 
Cosgrave, John 
Cosgrave, Edward 
Courtney. Edward 
Cox, Richard 
Craig, Skene 
Creswick, Henry 
Crook, Samuel 
Cropper H. W. 
Croke, J ames 
Cunnington, John 
Curl', Mrs. Edward 
Cummins, A. C. 
Darcy, Micbael 
Darling, T. B. 
Davis, Peter 
Denny, Master J.; 
Dight, C. H. 
DicksOD, J C.J. 
Dismorr,N. 
Divin, A 
Donaid, Wm 
Dow, James 
Dredge, w. S. 
Duerdin, John 
Dunean, David 
Dunn, Wm 
Dunn, R. C. 
Dunn, John 
Fdwards, John 
Edwards, J. junior 
Ellersbaw, C. 
Ellis, Lewis 
Farrell, S. J. 
Fawlmer, J. P. 
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FellowB, Alfred 
Field, ThoB. 
Finn, Edmund 
Findley, R. 
Findley, J ames 
Flaming, WiJIiam; 
l?letcher, C. H. 
Flexman H. 
Foxton, J. G. 
Francis, Benj. 
Fras.el', J. R. 
Freer, H. lV1. 
Freer, Geo. 
Furlonge, Williaol:. 
Gamson, Thos. 
Gilmore, 'Villiam 
Gibson, Mathew 
Gibson, R. O. 
Gill, James 
Gill, John, 
Gillet Ed ward 
GiuD, Henry 
Godber, Job 
Goddard, C. H .. 
Goldsburgh, R. 
Goode, Samuel 
Gouge, George' 
Grabam, James, 
Green, E. B. 
Gree~~ill, Chas. 
Gregory, S. 
Griffiths, Chas. 
Guthrie, J. 
Guthridge, N" 
Hall, Joseph 
H ale, Thomas 
Hailes, Geo. B. 
Bal1and, George 
Hales, Rev. Mr. 
Ham, rrhoms 
Hamilton, D. G. 
Harper~ W. M. 
Harper ,George 
Harper, J. W. 
Harrison , John 
Harrison J aanes 
H arrison, Daniel 
Harris, Sam.H. 
Hart, A. H. 
Hart, Ed ward 
Hart, 11. J. 
Hassell, James, 
Hatch, 'V. B. 
Hawyand, Geo. 
Hawkins, vVm. 
Haynes, Rich. 
Heale~1 Hichard 
Beinel\y, Robt. 
Hemy,II.F. 

• 

I-I enriques, J. A. 
Herring, Joseph 
Hervey, M atth ew 
Hind, lsaac 
Hinton, Wm. 
Hoddle, Robert 
Hodgson, John 
Hotfmao, Wm. 
Holmer, Chas. 
Hololes, Matt. 
Hood, John 
Horton, W. 
Houston, George 
Howey, J. W. 
Hull, W ilIiam 
Hunter: John 
Hunter, Dr. Alex... 
Hunter, John 
Hutton, Charles 
Button, C. B. 
Jacksoo, Samuel 
J ames, Geol'ge 
Jamieson, J. S. 
Jeffries, John 
tTenkins, G. S. 
Jennings, Hy. 
Jones, Edward 
Johllston, John 
Ioglis, P. 
Ing1is, Adam 
Johnston, J. S. 
Jobnston, J. 
Jones, John 
Kemp, Henry 
Kerr, Robert 
I{err, H. 
Kerr, Robert 
King, Miss 
King, J. C. 
Kirk, Geo. 
Knight, A. J-J. 
Knight, Wm. 
Knox, Robt. 
Knox, Jomes 
Laing, Charles 
Langlands, H 1'. 
Langlands, Robt. 
Langlands, J. junior . 
Lateward, Thos. ' 
Lennox, D. 
Levien, John 
Lewis, Gcorge 
Lightfoot, Theo. 
Lilhurn, Wm. 
J ... ittle, F. A. 
Long, D. R. 
Looleer, W , A. 
Lucas, Benjamin, 
Mann, George 
Marshal1, Co 
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Marris, Jas. 
Mal'ris, \V 
Masoo, J. 
Mickle, Thos. 
Michell, J, 
M iller, Henry 
M iller, ThoB. 
Milne, George 
Mitchell, C. F. 
Montgomery, Henry 
l"Ioody, R. S. H. 
M ontefiore, LesHe J. 
Monis, Charles 
Mouritz, G. A. 
M owbl'ay, Thos. 
IV1 usgra ve, Arthur T. 
M' Artbur, Dr. P. 
M 'Combie, Thoe. 
M'Dermott, Thos. 
M'Donnell, F. 
M'Farlane, John 
M'Keand, G. W. 
M'Kenzie, Jamee 
M'l{enzie, Dan. 
[\'1' Kin non, A. 
lVl'Master,A. 
Nalder, T. W. 
Nankeville, T. J. 
Newman, James 
Newson, Arthur 
N evins, Penrose 
Nicholson, W illiam 
Nicholson, G. 
Norman,E. 
Noyes, A. R. 
Of!ock, R. 
O'Farrell~ P.A.C. 
Oswald, J oLn 
0' Shea, 1\1. 
Overton, William 
Palmer, Charles 
Palmer, Edmund 
Pascoe, J. R. 
Paterson, James 
Pavne, F. 
Payne, T. B. 
Perkins, Henry 
Perrin, J osiah 
Philpott, R. 
Pietzl\er, M. 

",Plaistowe, J. 
Plummer, Joseph 
pollal'd, George 
Porter, George 
porter, J. A. 
pollar, John 
Quirk, J ames 
Rae, rrhomas 

"'Rae, J a'meA 
Raleigh, Jo'seph 



~ltalston, A. P. 
Ran ldn, A 
Reau,A. 
Read, G. R. 
Reardon, James 
Richardeon, J o!!leph 
Rich9rdRon~ J. S. 
Riddell, J. C. 
Ridgeway. Charle!\ 
Riely, F. 

'Ritter, Dr. 
Robioson, G. A. 
Robinson, Robert 
Robs on , A. A. 
Rolleston. J 39. 

Rollings, \Vrn. 
Rose, J, 11. 
RosA, Alfred 

, ROBs, Alexander 
Rossin, F. E. O. 
Rowling, C. 'V. 
Rucker, \V. F. A. 
Russell, A. 
RURsell, H. D. G. 
'Sand well. E. B. W .. 
Sargood. Fred. 
SammonR, E. H, 
Sayee, Eel ward 
'Scott, \V m. 
Sceales, Miss 
ScealeR, John, junior 
'Sceale~, James, junio~ 
Scott , Rev. W. 
'Seldon, IVIiss. 
S1bpring, T. B. 
'Simpson, Tbos. 
Shadforth, R. W. 
Smito, Jobn 
Smith, J. D. 
Smith, J. Lee 
'Smith, Edward 
Smith, Robert 
'Smith, F. G. 

" Smith, William 
gpencer,H. H. ,. 
Spencer J ames 
Splatt, W. F. 
'Stawell, W. F. 
Stephens, Fred. 
Stevenson , P. 
SteyenRon, ,Tohn 
Stephen, S. J. 
Strutt, Wm. 
Summer, T. J. 
'Sutherland, Rodk. junior 
Swinburne, Jas. 
Taylor, S. 
Thomas, Dr: 
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Thomru J. T. 
Thomson, Dr. • 
Thomson, Jas. 
ThomRon, Alex. 
'fhorpe, Samuel 
'rhorpe Abel 
Trenchard J. 
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