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REPORT

MELBOURNE MECHANICS INSTITUTION AND SCHOOL
. OF ARTS, FOR THE YEAR 1851. |

In reviewing the progress of the Institution daring the past year, your
Committee feel highly gratified at the evidence of the increasing estima-
tion in which it is generally held; and they would congratulate the
members on the interest evinced by the public, in the advancement of
the objects contemplated by the Institution.

Amidst the prevailing excitement of the present times, the operations
of this Society have participated in the interruptions to which all the
pursuits of our community have been subjected ; many of our members
have been attracted to the Gold Fields, and have temporarily ceased to
regard the Institution with that concern which they formerly manifested
in its welfare. '

The list of new members (127) presents a large increase on the pre-
vious year, but in consequence of scme having ceased to pay up their
subscriptions within the time limited by the Rules, and thereby having
forfeited the advantages of membership, the total number of members is
not much augmented since the last annual meeting. On the 1st of
January, 1851, there were on the list 451 members, at present there are
488, being an addition of 37. |

The Treasurer’s accounts for the past year, notwithstanding the un-
settled state of the community, show an increase on the revenue of the
previous year of £52 17s. They have been duly audited, and are now

submitted for the information of the members.
ABSTRACT OF THE TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 1851

RECEIPTS.
Balance from previous year = .. see e e £ 6 4 8
Entrance fees from new members e e . 4610 0
Subscriptions for the year ... 330 3 4
Annual Grant from Government  ~ ... ... 150 0 O
Rents for the use of the Building . i ... 19218 6
Proceeds of Lectures, &c. v ene e 3 40
£729 0 6
EXPENDITURE. :

Accountof Mortgage paid off | .. £100 0 O
Liectures’ e .5 17-2 1

Books, Periodicals, and Newspapers for Library and
Reading Room ... e e e e 178 211
Furniture . e e .. 2619 6
Repairs of Building e e ... 53 110
Current expenses, including intérest on Mortgage .. 2908 8 9
Balance in Bank A ~ T - 55 5 &

K £729 0 6
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constant endeavor to procure those which they deemed suitable and agree-

4
, able to the tastes and opinions of the different classes of readers who
It was suggested by your Committee at the General Meeting held 1n qttend the Reading Room. Your Committee indeed have every reason
January, 1849, that the sum of £100 should be paid annually towards - to believe that their efforts to render this branch of the Institution attrac-
the liquidation of the Mortgage on the Institution, which has accordingly tive, have been crowned with success 3 and, owing to the large attendance
been done, and that debt is now reduced to £500. ln appropriating the ~ of members and occasional visitors, it has been found requisite to procure
? revenue for the ensuing year, your Committee recommend that this duplicate copies of the local journals to be placed each morning on the table,
annual reduction of £100 be continued, whereby the Institution will, ere . In consequence of the unsatisfactory way in which the Home journals
long, be entirely relieved of that incumbrance, and the whoie of the funds have hitherto been furnished, arrangements have been entered into with a
can then be expended in advancing the various branches of the Insti- House in Melbourne, for a constant and regular supply of the latest
tution. | dates.
The revenue of the ensuing year, your Committee have every reason. With respect to the Museum, your Committee cannot but again repeat
to hope, will be much augmented in consequence of the large .addition.~ their deep regret that this department of the Institution 1s still kept in
to the popu]ation, and the increased remuneration which the artizan and abeyance from the want of accommodation. They are at the same time
mechanic will receive for their labor. fully sensible that in_this quarter of the globe, peculiarly rich In mineral
Your Committee, in suggesting the appr()priation of the revenue for wealth, abounding in botanical, zoological, and other ‘specimens, the
" the current year, have considered it better to estimate it at the same Museum ought to assume an importance, ina scientific point of view,
i% amount as last year, say £720, and that the authority of the General almest heyond any other branch of the Institution. They therefore most
H\ " Meeting should be given to them by the adoption qf this Report, to €x- earnestly hope to be enabled, ere long, by the increased accommodation to
‘ ~ pend any surplus on such branches of the Institution as may appear which your Committee are about to refer, to place it n the prominent
g most to require pecuniary assistance. position which it is entitled to occupy, and to present to the members a
5% " The outlay your Committee would beg to recommend is as follows. Museum exhibiting an epitome of the mineral resources and the animal
‘% Viz :— . | and vegetable variety of this singulav country. Your Committee have
i * . | £ & d much pleasure in stating that the room which has hitherto been used as a
‘% | Current expenses ... e et 0t 310 0 0 Tecture Hall, but always ‘ntended for the Museum, has been enlarged by
\ , . Interest on Mortgage e e e 832000 nearly half its former size, by the removal of the partition walls which
| %ccounts due | T B divided the Lecture Hall from the two rooms on the upper floor and by
ooks, Periodicals, Newspapers, &e. .. 160 0 O : .. . : St
‘Mowards paying off the Mortgage ... - ..."100 0 0 changing the position of the staircase to the outside, Whl;Ch improvement
Lectures, apparatus 80 0 O has been effected solely irom the proceeds of the Music Class, without
Tncidental expenses ... «eo e 18 0 0 encroaching on the funds of the Institution. Your Committee have much
| £720 0 0 gratification 1n informing the members that, by the liberality of our new
, , , Government and Legislative Council, a grant of £500 has been made g
- The outlay reqmred' for the current €Xpenses Of working th.e InStl.tll- | towards the erection of an Amphitheatre or Lecture Hall in the rear of
tion, must as a necessary consequence of t.he late qud Discoveries, the present building. Your Comunittee will therefore embrace the earliest
_ exceed that of previous years; yOUr Committee, notwithstanding, are opportunity to proceed with the erection of the Lecture Hall, when sufli-
’ happy to be enabled to recommend the appropriation of a surm not inferior cient funds shall be collected from the members to carry out the object.
to.t_hat of last year in the purchase of Books and Periodicals for the The sum of £300 has been already subscribed, but as the cost will
Library and Rgading Boom. , ' , .. amount to at least £1000, additional subscriptions to the amount of £200
Your Committee will now bring under your attenton the position of are required; your Committee therefore now most earnestly solicit dona- “1
the various branches of the Institution. o tions from such of the members as have not already contributed. On
There have been 381 volumes of standard and scientific works added - the completion of the work contemplated, the present Lecture Hall will
to the Library during the past year, of which twelve have been obtam.ed p of course be wholly devoted to the purpose for which it was originally
by donation and the remainder by purchase. The Library now contains - intended—a Museum.
4485 books, and as a proof that they are appreciated, a great many of Vour Committee are aware of the importance of the Lecture Depart-
P thein‘n are congtantly in circulation. . . o ment ; but regret they have not been able to obtain on all occasions that jj
| I'he Reading Room continues £o be supplied w1tl‘1 the.prmmpal Hpmg sclentific knowledge and talent for popular lectures, which would alone
3 and (?010}“31 Magazines and Newspapers. Your Committee have aime K ‘struct and excite the public, and draw those large audiences which ‘;ﬁ
at strict impartiality in theit choice of Periodicals ; and it has been their — * would give an mmpetus to this branch of the Institution. Your Com-
r,
|

i
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mittee have, however, much pleasure in assuring the public that they are-

resolved to spare no pains to render this department completely efficient,
and as popular in every respect as circumstances will admit of.

Before concluding this Report, your Committee have to state, that since
the montlr of June last, weekly concerts have been held in the Lecture
Hall by the Music Class in connection with the Institution, and under the
sanction of your Committee, for which all the musical talent procurable
in Melbourne has been obtained.  Your Committee cannot view those
concerts in any other light than as conducive to harmless recreation for
two hours in the week to the public, and to those members of the Institu-
tion whose physical labor, or mental application, yequires an occasional
cessation from arduous occupations. The funds of the Institution have
been thereby much increased, and the favorable reception with which the
concerts have met, emboldens your Committee to hope for their con-
tinuance. |

Notwithstanding the additional expenses of the Institution, your Com-
mittee do not desire to impose weightier burthens on the members by
suggesting a rise in the amount of the annual subscription. They have
only to request that the members will continue to take an animated in-
terest in the affairs of the Institution, and not simply be content with com-
plying in all respects with its rules, but likewise by their recommenda-
tions and zeal, seek to swell the number of its supporters. '

%
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APPENDIX.

ABSTRACT OF THE TREASURER’S ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 1851.

RECEIPTS.

Entrance fees from new meinbers
Annual Grant from Government
Rents for the use of Building
Proceeds of Lectures, &c.

Balance from previous year
Subscriptions for the year
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's ACCOUNT WITH THE Music CLass COMMITTEE.
BuUuiLDING ACCOUNT.

350 11

£350 11

ABSTRACT OF TREASURER

from the 12th June,

to 18th December, 1851

7o Contract for additions and altera,tien_s,

To Amount received

——

Chairman.

HARTON,

GEORGE W




DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY..

. VOLS..
Mr. Morgan 2
Mr. P. A. C. O’Farrell ... 2
Mr. Rutherford ... 7
Mr. Stawell R |
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The following Lectures were delivered during the past year:—

On Modern Men of Literary Genius, by Mr. J. M. White
On Longitude (1) and the Blood (2), by Mr. Small
On History and Legends of Ancient Castles, by Mr. Rogers ...
On the Improvement of the Mercantile Navy, by Mr. Ballingall
On Coal and Coal Mining, Ly Mr. Allen .
On Chemistry, by Rev. W. Trollope
On the Construction and Mechanical Economy of the Human

Frame, by Mr. F. W. Rosson ... . .
On Geeology, &c., by Dr. Richmond

L X R4

On Natural Philosophy, by Mr. T. T. A'Beckett...

Edinburgh Review
Quarterly ditto
North British ditto
Blackwood’s Magazine
Bentley’s Miscellany
Colburn’s ditto
Ditto United Service
Dublin University Magazine
Peoples’ Journal
Tait’s Magazine

Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal

o |
OO | i el pD ST bt e b QO

BRITISH PERIODICALS.

Art Union Journal

Glasgow Practical Mechanics’ and
Engineers’ Magazine

Mechanics’ Magazine

New Army List

New Navy List

Pharmaceutical Journal

Civil Engineer’s and Architect’s Ma-
gazine

Publications from the Rae Society

BRITISH NEWSPAPERS.

London Times
Liverpool Albion
Glasgow Herald
Dublin Evening Mail
Tablet

Cork Southern Reporter
Scotsman

IMlustrated Liondon News
Ladies’ Newspaper
Punch

Atlas

Spectator

Economist
Athenseum

Lancet

Builder
Nonconformist
Household Words
Household Narrative
Britannia

Weekly Dispatch

COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES.

Melbourne Argus
Melbourne Morning Herald
Sydney Herald

Sydney Empire

Sydney Freeman’s Journal
Launceston Examiner
Hobart Town Courier
Australasian

South Australian Register
Portland Guardian

Belfast Gazette

Geelong Advertiser

Cape of Good Hope Advertiser
New Zealand Paper

TIllustrated Australian Magazine

R e S T T e e i S e

A Beckett, Wm.

A‘Beckett, Arthuor
Barney, Mayor
Carmichael, Rev. H.
Cheyne, (aptain

"Franklin, Sir John

Gilbert, George A.

‘Lang, Rev. Dr.
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I.owe, Robert

Mackenzie, Rev. D A M.

Bear, John
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Brewster, E. J.
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Cole, G. W,
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"BellJ. W,
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Benjamin, S.
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Black, Thomas
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| Bowler, John
Bourne, R. E.
Boursiquot, G. D.
Brisbane, James
Brew, John
Broadfoot A. A.
Brooks, H. T.~
Brown, John
Brodie Charles
Brodie, R. S.
Brodie, J.
Brophy,J. |
Bryant, Francis
Buddee, J.




Buckland, John
Buckley, Wm.
Buacknell, J.

- Budge, Henry

Bull, W, K,
Bullen, John
Barnley, J. W.
Burns J.

Butler, E. A.
Butterfeld, Edward
Burchell, A.
Campbell, D. S.
Campbell, Robert

Campbell, Dalmahoy(

Cavenagh, George

. Chambers, Hugh John

Chirnside, John
Clarke, John
Clarke, Wm.
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Clow, Rev. J.
Cock, Charles
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Fawkner, J. P.
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