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OJ<' '1'I.rh 

e07\rlvIITTEl~ UP' ~IAN AGEM:.ENT O~' THE )1 ELBOURNE 

1\IECHANIOS' INSTITUTION, AND SCHOOL OF ARTS, . 

Fon. THE YEAI{, 1854. 

GENTL1DIEN, 

YOUR Comnlittee bog to subn1.it the lleport of their 

proceedings cluring the past year. 
When your Conllnittee entered on tho cluties you entrusted 

to thcln at the last annual llleeting of the IDenlbers of the 

Institution, thoy did so ,vith the wannost feelings of interest, 

,vbich, they beg to assure you, have not in any degree abated 

during the course of the year. 
Their first step ,vas one of inlportance. It 'YilS felt by your 

COll11nittec that the enclllllbrance of the debt-so 111any years 

pressing upon the Institution, cranlpling its operations .. and 

s"Tullo"\ving up a laTge proportion of its thC!l small illeolllo, 

should bo at once l'ClTI.oycd. " 
Tllis de1)t anlonntoc1 in all to about £1000, including £31,1 

~lne on the nlortgagc of the old building, and £600, pnrt 

<)f .the pUl'C'h a8c~nlon('y of the piece of ground in the renr, 

\ 
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wisely secured by the previous year's committee, 'with a view 

to the extension of the building so long cont Olllplate d. 
This burden your COll1mittee cleared off at an early period 

of the year, principally by means of a large accession, of life 

111e111bers. 
Your cOlnmittee felt that the amount of accol111nodation 

available for the library and reading-room ,vas utterly in­

adequate to the "wants of these deparilllents; that the building 

afforded no acco111IDoclation 'whatever for a l\Iuseum-an object 

so essential to an·· Institution of this character; and that 

11un1erous other requirOlllonts rO}).luined unsuppliocl. 
Therefore, "\vhilst not neglecting to avail thenlsel ves of any 

n1eans of such t81nporary inlproven1ent as circlunstances "roulcl 

perlllit, they set themselves resolutely to the important duty 
of extending the "\vhole scale of the society's ol)orations, ,and 

have been busied with the most extensive plans of iInprove~ 
mont, and are now in the act of carrying out the ,vorks agreed 

upon at the last annual Ineeting, and entrusted to thCln to 

execute, viz.,-the erection of a lecture-roo111, Inuseum? labora­

tory, and apparatus-roOln, class and con1mittee-roon1, &c. 

To accon1plish these objects, your COll11nittee found it 
requisite to call for now plans for the whole projected in1-

provOlnents, and competition designs were contributed gra­

tuitously by the follo\ving gentlen1en,-],Iessl's. Reed and 

, Pritcharcl; 'V. S. Chauncy; Robinson, Vickers; and Wylie 

and Biors. 
1?he desio'n of )1:e881's. Reod a.nd Pritchard "ras fOlmd to be 

b 

most suitable, and "yas accoTclingly adopted, a.nd those gentle-

men were al)poilltod architects for the 'YOTk. 
Your COlll1nittce meanwhile felt bOlmd to carry out as early 

as possible the in1l)rovements ill front, a.greed upon at the 

la.st ,annual 111eeting. 
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Offers were received froln gentlelllon willing to eroct the 

requirod buildings, on a short lease fro111 the Institution, but 

the Con1mittee did not foel thenlsolves justified ill alienating 

any part of the pr8111ises on lease, and accordingly called. for 

tenders for the· work on behalf of the Institution itself. 

The tender of ~[essrs. Nichols and Ec1"vards ,vas accepted, 

·and the "vork acco111plished. 
To 111eet this expenditure, as the inoney votec1 by the 

Legislative COlmcil ,vas not yet ohtainal1le, arrangen10nts 

were made with the Bank". 9f Australasia for a temporary 

e::rdension of credit to the Treasuror of the Institution, ,vhich 

wa.s readily acceded to, to the 'amount of £2000. This credit 

has since been incroasoc1. rrhe TreasureT, 1\11'. Foxton, and·, 

~lr. l{. Clo"\ves 1l10st liberally Inacle up a further alllount 

required. 
These additions-to the front, your COIUl11itteo think, besides 

in1proving the appearance of the building, and preparing for 

the contmllplated changes in Collins-street and the ilnprove­

ment.s in the rear, have added eight rOOlns, available as four 

,double offices or shops, in the very centre of business, and 

have thus created a certain funcl towards the support of the. 

Institution. 
Your Comn1ittee, finc1ing it impossible to 'obtain froll1 the 

Government the early paylnent of the £5000 voted for the 

proposed theatre, called you together in special general Ineet­

iug, when it was lmanin10usly resolved to borrow £3000, to 

repay the loans for the front building referred to, and £4000 

more to be added to the SUln daily expected f1"ol11 the Govern-

111cnt (according to promise). vVith these SUl11S, your Com­

Inittee v{ere instructed to proceed at once with the buildin o' 
. 0 

so far as the an10unt would allow. ,. 

Since that ti111e the rrreasuror has been engaged in en-

, 
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(lcavouring to negotiate the loan, but hitherto, on ace-ount of 

the late depressed state of nlonctary affairs, \vithout snccess. 

In the Incanti111e the COlll1niLtee had nUlcle a.pplication to 

the Lieutenant-Governor to place on this year's ~Estinw . .tcs a. 

further Sll1n to\vards the huihling fUllCl,-u l'eqnest \·vhich 

they regTct could not be acceded to. 
Your COlnnlittee foel that the delay in carrying out the 

erection of the ne\\' buildings has been vcry ad vantugeous, as 

they are con yinced that the proposed works may be now 

flCCOllllllishell at little 1110re than one-half thcttmount which 

\\Toulcl ha-ye beon roquired \'Chen the 111uttor was flrst at-

tempted. 
A_nabstraet of the Treasurer's Account for the past y~ar is 

given at the encl of the ltepol't. 
The nunlber of 1l18111boTS 011 the roll c1urillg the year 

,vas 804. 
LIBRARY. 

rrho Ijibrary of the Institution has engaged considerable 

attention during the past year, and a large addition has beon 

Inade, chieiiy in the higher classes of literature. 
BOlue dissatisfaction has beo11 expressed as to the deficient 

supply of works of light reading, and your Committee confess' 

Unit hitherto it has boen l110re the effort to lcau the taste of 

. the nlC111bers to a 1l10i'e useful and substantial class of ,Yorks, 

and to supply the rnatcrials for that purpose. 
Yielding, however, to the unellu:vocally expressed desire of 

the· rnajority of the 1l11ll11bcrs, they have n:rranged for the 

speediest possible supp1y of new works by the roost eelebrated 

ancl select 1110dern authors of fiction. 
This they have effected by an agreeroent \\1.th ~Ir. Guil-

v 

lauroe, of London, and have appointed 1\lr. G. Gouge as their 

referee, for the inspcction of the lists selected by thc agent. 
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rrhrough this ehannol, besides tho auoyc, ,,,ill be received a 

lllonthly case of the nesvest standard ,v·orks of scicnee and 

general literature, nnlounting in all to £26 per lllonth. In. 

addition to this supply, the COllunittee will still continlle to 

purc.hase in the colony such desirable ,vorks as may present 
. thenlselves. .1 

]3y these lneans your COlll111ittee feel persuaded that they 

have overconlO the chief barrier that has obstructed the 

pe~~anent and satisfactory 'improvement of the Library. . 

Iho nUlnber of volullles purchased for the Library during 

the year ,vas 597. 

During' the past year a c0111plote revision of the Library 

has, for the first tiIno, been nUlde, fi'Olll which it appears that 

froln the first opening of the Library a large nUlllber of 

yohunes (about 700) has been' lost, destroyed, or cancelled. 

_An amended list ""V ill shortly appoar in a new issue of the 

Catalog'lte. . 

~ro check in some llleasure the loss of books sustained 

throng-h the carelessness of nleInbers, the COlnmittee intend to 

propose to this Ineetillg an additional regulation, ,,,hich seenlS 

to be requisite and suitable, to the effect, that deposits be 

requirod from 1110111be1's borro\ving- books £1'0111 the Library. 

It is hoped that the menlbers generally ,vill not objo"dt· to 

sucharrangelnent, intended as it is to preserve their conllnon 

property. 

The Conullittee regret that n'oln ciTcunlstances over ,vhich 

they could have no control, the supply of newspapers aDd 

periodicals to the rcading-l'ooln has not been so regularly 

Inailltained as they could have ,vished, but trust that, 'fronl 

the llleasurcs they ha:rc taken, this inconvenience "will soon be 

rcnlediocl. 
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LEOTURES. 

In revie'wing the list of Lectures provided for the Inembers 

.during the past year, your COl1l1uittee can reflect with much 
pleasure upon the lllany interesting and instructive evenings 
they have enjoyed in the lecture-rooln; but the pleasure is 

greatly dilninished by the fhct that, ,vith few exceptions, the 
menlbers andllllblic have not generally accorded their support 
and countenance to those gentlolnen who kindly gave their 

services in this departlnent. 
This want of interest in the Lectures has deterred several 

gentlenlcn of talent frolu proferring their assistance. Dr. 
Eades, ho,vever, undaunted by the general lack of support, 

has volunteored to take part in Cl, ne\v series of da}T Lectures, 
for the accolllmodation of ladies and juveniles, ,vho are pre­

vented froln attending at night. 
A list of the, Lecturers of the past year, and theu. subjects, 

is given in the appendix to this Report. 
I t is matter of deep regTet that the series of efforts lnade 

for the establishment of classes for various branches of in­

struction ha;ve, \vith one exception failed to awaken any 
interest anlongst the nlolnbors. The instance of success 

referred to, it needs scarcoly be said, is the Philhar~onic 
Society,-,vhose ,veIl-established fan le reflects credit upon the 

Institution ,vith ,vhich it is connected. 
On the arrival of I!is Excellency, the present Lieutcnant­

Governor, your COllllllittee waited upon him, ,yith a. request 

tha.t His Excellency would aceept the office of Patron of the 
Institution, in rOOln of His Excellency's predecessor,. }.!r. 

La Trobe, to 'which he ,vas pleased to consent. 

... 

) 

1 

I 

. 
~ 

9 

o 

• 0 ~ 0 C'l 00 
~ 

1:- t-- ~ to c-l 
~ ~ r-i 

\~ ~ <:0 00· ~ 
t- ~ <:0 ~ 1-

~ lC! ~ lC! Cl:) 
c-l ..... 

o· 

o 

o 
o 
10 

~ 
'0 
t-.... 
IQ 

<:fl 



'\ ;. 

1 
! 
: 
: 

10 

DEIIIVERED. DURING THE 1~]~A.R 1854. 

Dr. STORER ..... . .A'Illmal j}Iagnetis1n : ............ . 3 Lectures 

A.:MoRISON ..... . Nine·vclt ................... .. . 3 " 
T. L. BRrGH'!' ..... . R1(;Ssia ....................... . 3 

" 1 
" 2 
" 

, , . . . . . . 
D. RLAIR ......•... 

Lord Olh'c ............... .... . 
lVit ancll[wnou)' ............. . 

7 " 1 
" 

Dr. EA1ms ....... . 
A. ~{ORISON •....•.. 

])kys io loU?/ ................... . 
.AstronoJnical Instruments ....... . 

:3 ". Solar SystcJn ................. . 
" 

31, i~t uf IDnnntinUfi. 
Five volumes ................. . ·Presented by 
Two· Plates-Great Britain & Eagle " 
Debate on Constitution & Pamphlets " 
One volume ..... , .............. . " 

1\[ Caslnnorc 
Bright 13rothel's, 
Rpcaker of L. C. 
Dr. Graham 

View of Melbourne ............. . 
Vie\v of :Melbourne . . . . . . . . .. . .. 
Pa.mphlet on Ship Building ...... . 
Two Ostrich eggs ............. . 
One volume & ten parts J oUl'nal ". 
Two volumes ................. . 
Five cascs and seven franws-Illus-

trations of Crystalograpliy ..... . 
:Map of Gold Fields ............. . 

Argns. lW'Nspaper ............ ' ..... . 
lIcrald ....................... . 
. i\g"C ..... 11 • • • • • • , • • • • • • • • • ... • • , 

}) 11 .'. T' ,a aa] U1, 1111es ............... . 
.A uotion ]\Ial't ............ ....... . 
Mount Alexunder l\fail ......... . 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

C. ~lason 
,J.: .r. 13lunclcll 
J .. Balin· .. · 1 
1I. .J. IIm t 
Society of Arts, 1,onaon 
A l\fcm bel' # 

.T. ]3. Quick 
])l'oprietors of Age 

J?ropl'ietors 
do. 
do . 
<10,. 
do. 
do. 

IICl11'y 1\1001' ................................. . £5 .5 
5. 5 
2 2 
1 1 

o 
o 
() 

\V. lloycraft ............................. . 
'V. lC. Bull ............................. . 
'V L Knight ............................. . o 

• 

. . 

• 

• 
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BltI'rISK PERIODICALS, &0. 

(Ordered for Ueacling-Room.) 

Edinburgh Review' 
Quarterly ditto 
North British ditto 
Black-wood's l\Iagazine 
Bentley's IHisccllall y 
Col burn's ditto 
Ditto United SCl'viee 
Dublin University :frIagazille 
Tait' 8 ~1agmdne 
Chamher:;' Edinhurgh Journal 
Art Union ditto 
Glasgow ~ Practic'al ~[oehanies' 

and Engineer's :Magazine 
lIeehanics' lUagazinc 
New Army l;lst 
New Nayy List 
Phal'lnaceutical Journal 
Civil Engineer's and Architect's 

:Magazino 

, 

Illustrated Exhihitor 
Fl'uzer's Magnr.ine 
Sharp's Jjondon N[aga;"ille 
l~l'itish Abnuntlc and CompanloTl 
Athcnmum 
Lancet 
Builder 
lIousehold 'YonlH 
Punch 
I;~);w Times 
:Magazine of Natul'allIistol'Y 
Chemical l\[agar.ine 
]~'aTni1y Herald 
lIogg's "Teddy Instrndol' 
l)hilosophieal Maga;"jue, London , 

Do. .J olll'nnl, Edin hurgh 
N auticall\fagazine 
Eli.zu Cook' B .) oUl'l1nl. 

BRITISH & OTHER :NEWSPAPERS,. 

.'London Tinles 
Liverpool Albion, 
Glasgo\y l{erald 
Dublin l~vcning }.lail 
Seotsnlan 
lllustrated London N U\VS 

Spectator 
IIousehold Nanativ8 
}~conomist 
Dublin Evening ]'ost 
LiYcrpool lVlercluy 

John O'Groat's JOUYllal 

In Vel'lleSS Courier 
Courier de l' J~nl'()pc, ou l' J~l'ho 

du Continent 
AllgClneine.heitlplg 
.A.lta Calif'(jrnia 
Jewish Chronidc' 
New York IIel'nlcl 
l\[ining J onnial 
IIollw News 

COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS . 

:Mclhourne Argus 
:Melbourne :Morning IIcrald 
:Melbonrne Auction :Mart 
1\1elbou1110 .Age 
Sydney IIerahl 
Sydney Enl})ire 
Lamweston Exmniner 

• 

lIobart Town Coul'it"l' 
Colonial TiTnes 
South Australian H(,~l:istt\r 
l)ortlnnd Guardian '-' 
Belfast Gazette 
Gcelong' AdvQrtiser 
S,nlthel'll Cross 

• 
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• HONORARY MEMBERS. ~ 

A'Bockctt, 'Vm. 
,1\..' Bcckett, Al'th Hr 

]3arnoy, 1\fajor 
Carmichael, ney. If. 
Clwync, Captain 
*" Fl'anklin, Sir Johu 
Oilbcrt, GeOl'ge A. 
lIal'gravcs, E. 11. 

/' o'g~ A -1.1:)' • 

Allcn, J. 
Asl11ey, E. 
llalmaill, J tUnes 
'"') 1 . 'I' C 1):1 maIn, . . 
nal'wi~:k, J am08 

Ben. vel', GeOl'gc 
,TIdl, 'VUlt ~L 
JHnw, ,V. ,V. 
Hlunuell, J. J. 
nowic, Dr. 
:Bl'ewf;tcr, 1~. J. 
Jh'oadfoot, A. A. 
1:) '\"IT C -.. )urn, I~. • 

(Jamphcll, D. B. 
Camp bell, It. 
Can;oll, J. 
Chambers, IT. J. 
Chilclers, 11. 'E. 
(ql~sJlOl"'l J 1\1 I ) ...... u, 1.l, ...... 

Clay, P. L. 
Clow, J. 
ClowDs, IIcnl'y 
Clo~Nes, H. 
-1· k C Co rc, " 
Cole, G. 'V. 
C 'I' f'l, ope, . 1-.::. 

Cosgl'ave, John 
,Dulgety, J. G. 
Dallachy, J. 
I, . I) ,)avls, . 
Dickson, T. 
Dinwoodic, J. 
Do'w, J. F. 
DUllcan, D. 
l~asy, 'V. 
l~adcs, Dr. 
]~'allcnstcin, Capt. 
l?oxton, J. G. 

IAlng, Rcy. Dr. 
* Leiehardt, Dr. 
Lo,\ve, Hohert 
~Iackonzie, Hey. D., 

l\1 . .A. 
l\Iol'iarty, Captain 
l\litchell, Sir T. L. 
l\f'Leay, \V. S. 

l\f' Conoehir, Captain 
Nic.holspn, Dr., nLL.C, 
Roycraft, 'Y. 
Sanndcl's, Rev. J. 
Sturt, Captain 
Strzclecki, Count 
Thcl'ry, J ndgo 
"Tallaee, Dr. 

LIFE MEMBERS. 
Fulton, T. Ogilvy, Du.yid 

Orme, Charle8 
Oswald, J. 
Overton, ,y. 
Palmer, J. F. 
Pascoe, J. It. 
I)asley, C. 
Porter, R. 
Po\yell, 'V. 
Rac, J. 

Gill, J. 
Gillber, Dr. 

, noIds burgh, n. 
GreevoR, A. F. ,.c\.. 
IIart, Lewis 
RoaIes, R., Ren. 
lIeales, R., Jun. 
Ireape, ]~. 
IIenpc, C. 
JEll, A. 
lIood, J. 
IIodgson, .T. 
IIcl'rlng, .r. 
Ker, It 
Kcrr, H. 
Kcrr, 'Vm. 
Knox, H. 
I~aing, C. 
lJ~mglands, If. 
IJanglands, .T. 
IJunglands, T. 
JJush, l~. 
IJllSh, J. 
i'felhournc, Bishop of 
'Moor, flonry 
l\Iortimcl', It. 'Y. 
l\fouritx, G. A. 
l\Illrphy, J. H. 
l\f'Al'thur, D. C. 
l\I'Crae, Andl'ew 1\£. 
lU'Ewan, J. 
ilI'Parlanc, J. 
lUihw, G. 
l\fo fI'att , D. 
;,[otherwell, Dr. 
~[owbray, T. 
1\1 uIlaly; .J. 
N ioholsoll, G. 

ROS~3011, F. E. O. 
Rusaen, G. 'V. 
Hassell, A. 
Sargood, P. J. 
Simpson, Janlcs 
Sleight, J. 
Smith, J. 1\L 
Snlith, H. 
S ' ('1 III ytll, ,x. 
Sno'wball, J. 
Splatt, 'V. F. 
Stoycnson, J. 
Stewurt,.J alllCS 

Strode, ThonlHs 
" '1' J' ~UnllK\r, ". . 

SYlllons, O. 
Thorpc, S. 
Vuughan, C. 
Vivian, G. 'V. 
'VaIsh, F. 
'Yalsh, Ir. 
"\Velsh, P. "\Y. 
\V cstgal'th, "\V Ill. 
,Vharton, G. 
'Vilkic, Dr. 
,Yilliams, n. 
,Villiamson, Chas. 
'ViIs OIl, Hobert 
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