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REPORT 
OF THE 

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT OF THE MELBOURNE }IECIIANICS' INSTrrUTION 

AND SCHOOL OF ARTS, 

FOR THE y. EAR I 8 5 6 • 

FIN AN CIAI.I CONDITION. 

THE Committee of Management of the Melbourne Mechanics' 
Institution and School of Arts have n1uch pleasure in being 
enabled to present to the annual meeting of the members a most 
satisfactory report of the proceedings of the year, and the enlarged 
prospects of the future usefulness of the Institution. At the 
commencenlent of 1856, 'when your c01l1nlittee entered on their 
duties, they found the interest on the mortgage of £5000 required 
the entire rental of the front offices for its liquidation, and when 
at any tinle these were unoccupied, the deficiency was, of necessity, 

dravvn from the general revenue .. 
This was a source of anxiety to your committee, and they 

were thereby prevented from proceeding energetically with any 
scheme for the advancement of those objects for \vhich the insti· 
tution \vas primarily designed. In addition to the mortgage, 
sevorallarge accounts remained unpaid fron1 1855. 

This heavy burthen your Comn1ittee have great pleasure in 
announcing is no\v entirely ren10ved by the n1unificent grant of 
£5,000 by the Legislature, for ,vhich they, on behalf of the 
Institution, desire to express their sincere gratitude. 

The ,vhole of the outstanding liabilities at the present time 

amount to £70 98. lOd . 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT. 
Since the last annual n1eeting gas has been employed for 

lighting the Institution, ,vhich arrangelnent has been found 

decidedly econolnical. 
The lecture hall has been l'c-decoratod, and cases'" provided 
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for the 'preservation of the valuable apparatus and nlineral speci­
mens belonging to the Institution. Classes have also beon formed 
for the adVanCell1ent of various branches of education-the par­
ticulars of which ,vill be seen in the report of the Oomn1ittee of 
studies annexed to your report. 

Your Conllnittee have to acknovvledge the valuable assistance 
of Professo:r Hearn, of the University of l\Ielbburne, and the Rev. 
A. Morison, in establishing these classes. The great success 
which has attended thenl during the past year, induces your 
COllllllittee to hope that siIuilar classes 'will be formed in every 
department of education, ,vhenever a sufficient nUluber of students 
enrol their nallles, and guarantee the anlount necessary for the 
payment of suitable teachers. 

Your comnlittee have also to ackno,vledge with gratitude 
their obligations to those gentlemen \vho so cheerfully rendered 
their gratuitous services in the delivery of the lectures at the 
Institution, which have tended so much to elevate its character 
in the public estimation. 

Under the head of lectures is gi ven a full detail of the 
subjects with the names of the gentlemen. 

Your committee found it inlpossible to proceed with the Iln­
provenlents in the Reading Roonl and Library, as recommended 
in last report, in consequence of the state of the finances, but they 
trust shortly to be able to effect these alterations, \vhich vvill tend 
greatly to the convenience of the members. These alterations 
nlight be acconlplished for an outlay of £100. 

An abstract of the Treasurer's accounts for the past year is· 
given at the end of this report. 

The number of annual n1enl bers on the roll for the Plst 
year is 590, of this number 269 are new nlenlberse 

LIBRARY AND READING ROOM. 
The Library of the Institution has received considerable 

attention fronl your cOlumittee during the past year, in conse­
quence of the large number of melnbers borrowing books, and the 
urgent necessity of insisting on every luember adhering strictly 
to the rules, in order that all nlight fully enjoy the benefits of this 
important branch of the institution. 

IVIr. Guillaunle, of London, continues to furnish the fort­
nightly supply of newspapers and periodicals ,vith great regularity 
by every nlail-ship. 

Many useful and important works have been added to the 
library during the past year; the nunlber of volumes added 
exceed 300. The total nunlber is upwards of 7000. 

The average daily visits of nlembers to the reading-room 

was 150. 
A copy of the "Encyclopoodia Britannica," new edition, and 

" English Cyclopredia," as. far as published, have been added to 
the reference library, in connection ·with the reading-roolu. 

Your comluittee vvould, in notifying the very great inlprove­
ment in this department of the institution, recon11uend that your 
special attention be directed to further additions to the library, of 
all ne,v works of inlportance that may have been published during 
the past year, and also ne,v editions of standard works that may 
be required to satisfy the growing desire ·of the menlbers for infor .. 
mation of a higher order than they have hitherto been furnished 

with. 
LECTURES. 

The plan recommended in last report in refere;nce to a syste­
matic course of ,veekly lectures \vas fully considered by your 
con1nlittee, vvhen it \vas resolved to proceed in accordance \vith 
that recomnlendation, and the utmost regularity prevailed in the 
delivery of the lectures during the vvhole season. 

rrhe doubts so strongly expressed in la5t report in reference 
to the lectures, led your conlnlittee to expect but partial success, 
frolu all the influence they nlight be able to onlploy in behalf of 
this particular object. Your conlmittee have, ho,vever, to record 
the gratifying fact that their efforts to establish a system of popu­
lar 'weekly lectures during the \vinter months have been nlore 
successful than they had ever anticipated, both as tegards the 
attendance and the large sunl received for adluissions. 

Your con11nittee believe they are justified in considering this 
important change as a decided evidence of the approval of the 
lectures both by the menlbers and the public. 

Your cOlnnlittee feel assured that those gentlemen vvho took 
so prominent a part in the various courses of lectures during the 

. past season will respond to the solicitations of the members, and 
continue to devote a slTIall portion of their leisure time to advance 
the cause of luoral and intellectual iInprovement. 

The total 11 lUl1b er of lectures delivered during the season vvas 

twenty-three. 
The lectures delivered ·were as follo,vs :-

, 
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LECTURES. 
John Macadam, Esq., M.D., Glas.: Perseverence and success 

in the pursuit of science, illustrated in the life and labors of Sir 
I-Iumphrey Davy. The nature and object of chelnistry. The 
chenlistry of ,vater. The chenlistry of explosive compounds. The 
chenlistry of gold. The chemistry of coal and coal gas nlanufacture. 

The Rev. Dr. Scoresby: Magnetisnl, and the influence of 
iron ships on the lTIariner's conlpass. 

David Blair, Esq., M.P.: Modern English poetry-Tennyson. 
The Rev. Dr. Cairns: National character. 
J anles Snlith, Esq.: Thaekeray's ,genius and writings. 
·C. Gavan Duffy, Esq., M.P.: Ballad poetry of Ireland. 
G. 'V. Rusden, Esq.: Development of representative insti-

tutions. 
W. Blando·wski, Esq.: Superstitious custolns and burials of . 

the aborigines. 
His Honor Sir VV. A'Beckett, Chief Justice: English poetry 

and English poets. ~ 
W. E. fleaI'n, A.M., L.L.D., Professor of IVlodern History, 

University of lVlelbourne: On the proposed fornlation of adult 
classes. Evidences of design in creation. 

R. B. Sn1ythe, Esq.; Hon. Sec. Phil. Society: Use of geology 
'wi th particular reference to geology of Victoria. 

W. P. Wilson, lVI. A., F.C.P.S., Professor of Mathematics, 
University of Melbourne: On Sir Isaac Newton's contributions to 

. 
SCIence. 

M. H. Irving, lVLA., ~rofessor of Greek and Latin Classics and 
Ancient History, University of Melbourne: The English language. 

Rev. W. Baxter, A.M., Canl.: The state of nlan antecedent to 

the Christian era. 
E. Syme, Esq., M.P.: Statesmen of the ConlIDonwealth. 

CLASSES. 
'1'0 THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGRMENT OF THE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE. 

WE, the SUb-COl1ll1littee appointed to superintend the classes of the 
Institute, sublllit to your C0111nlittee the following Report:-

I1111nediately after our appointnlent, ,ve took llleasures to 
obtain lecturers for those classes ,vhich in the present'year ,vere to 
come into operation. The subjects of study for these classes 
,vere-the English Language, Mathen1atics, and ChelTIistry. We 
,vere fortunate in being able to obtain the services, for the 
English Class, of the Rev. W. Baxter, A.M., Canl.; for the 

.. 

;. 

i. 
~~ ~ 

I
II 

! 

't 'i 

1I 
\ J 
i i 
I! 

\ I 
I! 
\ I 
i ~ 
': ( 
, 1 

; 
, 1 
, I 

! \ ' 
) 

7 

Mathematical Class, of the Rev. T. P. Fennel', A.M., CaIn.; and 
for the Chemistry Class, of John Macadalll, Esq., M.D., Glasgo,v. 

These gentlenlen, vvhose ability and zeal ,ve gladly ackno,v­
ledge, com~enced their lectures without delay, and continued to 
lecture two evenings during each ,veek, from the early part of 
July to the third week in Novenlber. The entirenuluber of 
members attending lectures was 118; of these 29 attended the 
three classes, 23 attended two, and 59 attended only one class. 
The fee, which formed the sole renluneration of the lecturers, was 
for each class two guineas. The total amount of fees paid was 
£438 18s. The average cost to the Institution for each student, 
including the rent whicll might have been obtained for the room, 
and the prizes which were given, is estimated by the Secretary 

at ten shillings. 
During the earlier part of the session, the attendance at all 

tIle classes was renlarkably good; but towards the end it fell 
a,vay considerably. We had fully expected some decrease of 
attendance, and in the present instance vve can, to sonle degree, 
trace its immediate cause. The excitenlent connected ,vith the 
general election was not favorable to study, and several of those 
,vho during that period were absent from lectures could not 
readily regain their position in their class. On the ,vhole, ho,v­
ever, both as regards the attendance and the anlount and the 
quality of the ,vork done, considering too that the session was 
very short,- and the experiment quite novel in Melbourne, ,ye 
believe that the results are very satisfactory. It is due to the 
Rev. T. P. Fennel" to state, that, on fi~ding a difficulty in the· 
managenlent of the mathematical class from its numbers, and the 
different degrees of proficiency of the members, he voluntarily 
gave an additional evening in each week. 

At our request the general conlmittee placed at the disposal 
of the lecturers a sum of £10 for prizes of books to their nlost 
successful students. With a vie,v to obtain the nlost satisfactory 
evidence of the progress actually made by the classes, we 
asked, ,vith the concurrence of the lecturers, the assistance of 
Professors Wilson and Hearn, in conducting th8 examination of 
the nlathematical and the English classes. We regret that the 
nunlber of candidates ·was small. In English there vvere four 
competitors, in mathenlatics seven, and in chemistry thirteen. 
It is possible that in the first t"wo classes SOlne persons may have 
been deterred by reluctance to appear before strange examiners. 
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The ans\vering, hO'wover, ,vas generally respcctn,ble, and thttt 
of the prizenlen \vas extrelllely good. In English and in Inathe .. 
matics there ,vas no difficulty in assigning the prize; but in the 
chenlistry class, Dr. Macadan1 was obliged to re-examine six out 
of the thirteen candidates, and even then found some difficulty in 

making a decision. 
We subjoin a detailed account of each class :-
ENGLISH CLASS.-Nulllber of lectures delivered, 39; number 

of students enrolled, 0(3; average attendance, 44; fees, £138 12s. 
First prize (£2), a'warded to Mr. Henry Moors. 
Second prizo (£1), awarded to Mr. B. C. flarrilnan. 
Exanlinatioll conducted by Professor fleaI'n and Rev. 'Vm. 

Baxter. 
Occupations of students :-Tradesmen, 7; shopmen, 17; 

clerks (private employ), 20; clerks (Governnlent enlploy), 12; 
baker, 1; carpenters, 5; iron founder, 1; 111 iller, 1; soldier, 1 ; 

teacher, 1; total, 66. 
The subjects discussed in the lectures "rere English etymo .. 

logy and syntax, 80n1e account of the historical progress of the 
language, and, tovvard8 the close of the session, some account of 

the elenlentary principles of reasoning. 
MATHEMATICAL CLASS.-N unlber of lectures delivered, 38; 

number of students enrolled, S9; average attendance, 40; extra 
evenings, 12; average attendance on extra evenings, 10; fees, 

£186 18s. 
First prize (£2), a\varded to Mr. Henry Moors. 
Second prize (£1), awarded to Mr. Prideaux Selby. 
Exaluination conducted by Professor Wilson. 
Occnpations of students :-Tradesnlen, 8; shoplnen, 17; 

clerks (in private enlploy), '35 ; clerks (in Governnlent enlploy), 
13; blackslniths, 3; carpenters, 5; cabinet-maker, 1; iron 
founders, 3; Iniller, 1; printer, 1; shoenlaker, 1; teacher, 1; 

total, S9. 
The subjects discussed in the legtures ,vere-arithnletic, alge-

bra (as far as quadratic equations), Euclid (books I., 11., Ill., 

with deductions on books 1. and 11.) 
CHElYIISTRY CLASs.-Nulnber of lectures, 36; nUlnber of 

students enrolled, 54 ; average attendance, 42; fees, £113 8s. 
Prize, £1, for the best oral exanlination, awarded to Mr. E. J. 

Thomas; prize, £1, for the best account of lectures, to Mr. B. C. 
Harrilllan; prize, £ 1, for the best set of written ans'wers, to 
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Mr. E. J., Thomas. Examination conducted by Dr. Macadam 

and Dr. Robertson. 
Occupation of Students :-Tradesmen, 6; shopmen, 12; clerks 

(private employ), 17 ; clerks (Government enlploy), 11; carpenters, 2; 
111 iller, 1; ironfounder, 1; printer, 1; teachers, 3; total, 54. 

The subjects discussed in the lectures vvere the elementary 
principles of chenlistry, 'with nomenclature and notation; the 
chenlistry of the non-metallic elenlents, 'with their most important 
compounds and their uses in the arts. TlvVO lectures on the 

chelllistry of the metals were also given. ' 
With respect to the class of chenlistry ,ve have to observe 

that owing to the expense which lectures on this subject involve, 
some increased allo'wance whether by higher fees or otherwise, 
should be nlade to the lecturer. In this session it had been 
arranged that the lectures should have been upon experimental 
physics, but at the vvish of the lecturer and the class this course 
was changed for one on chenlistry, and no provision for the in-

creased expense could then be nlade. 
We shall not make any comment upon the statements which 

we novv lay before the comnlittee. We shall merely observe that 
as the external inducelnents ,vhich the Institute can offer for 
attendance on its classes ate not great, vve may believe that the 
demand for instruction in the higher branches of education which 
the experience of this session indicate is neither forced nor incon­
siderable, and that the work which has already been done is real 
bona fide work, undertaken and carried out mainly frolll a disin­
terested desire for knowledge without any immediate reference 

to ulterior obj~cts. 

We have the hOllor to remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servants, 

ALEXANDER MORISON. 
W. E. HEARN. 

A letter from Dr. Palm er, president of the institution for 1856, 
was read, giving in his resignation, which having been received, 

It was moved by Dr .. Wilkie, seconded by the Rev. A. Mori­
son, "That this nleeting desires to record a vote of thanks to the 
late president of this institution, the Honorable J ames Frederick 
Pulmer, president of the Legislative Council, and to express their 
sense of the valuable services rendered by hiln to this institution, 
during his presidency." 
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LIST -OF DON .A .. rrIONS. 

Official Catalogue, English Department, Paris ) 
Universal Exhibition, 1855 ' , J 

Journal Society of Arts, 1856 ,. . . ' . 
South Australian Statistics 

Ditto Almanac, 184:9-50-51 .. 
Every nuu} his own Gardener ,. . . 
Noble's Appeal ,. 
Official Cat,a.log'ue, Gt. Exhibition, London, 1851. . 
Unsafe Ship Building, 1 vol., 8vo., half bound 
Argus N e\yspaper, 5 copies . . ' . 
Herald do. 4" 
Age do. 4" 
Punch do. 3" 

'l\'Iy Note Book 2" 
Geelong Advertiser 
Ballaarat Star 
Border Post 
Miner's Right 
Ovens [l nd M urray 
Gipps Land Guardian 
Bendig'o Advertiser 

Presented by 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

f His Excellency Lieut.-Gellet·a.l 
") Macarthur, the Senior Officer 
"- administering the Government. 
Society of Arts, London. 
1\-11'. Andrew ~:l urray. 

Ditto clo. 
Mr. J. Sinclair. 
Secretary New Church. 
Secretary Mechanics' Institute. 
1\1 r. BaJlingall. 
Proprietors. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

BRITISH PERIODICALS, &c. 

Edinburgh 'Review, 
Quarterly ditto 
North British ditto 
Blackwood's Magazine 
Bentley's Miscellany 
ColbUl'n's ditto 

2 copies 

2 " 
2 " 
2 " 
2 " 
2 " 

Ditto United Service 
Dub. Univer. Magazine 2 " 
Tait's Mag'azine 2 ", 

Chambers' Edin. J OUl'na14 " 
Art Journal 
Glasgow Practical Mechanics' and 

Engineer's Magazine 
Westminster Review 

(ORDERED FOR READING Roonr). 

London Qunrterly Review 
Mechanics' Mao'azine 

• 0 

ArlllY LIst 
New ArlllY List 
Navy List 
New Navy List 
Civil Eng'ineer's & Architect's 

Magazine 
Journal of Australasia 2 copies 
People's Free Press 2" 
Frazer's Mag'azine 
British Almanac & Companion 
Athemeull1 
Lancet 

Builder 
Household W 01'<18 
Punch 

4 copies 
'4 " 

Law rrimes 
Magazine of Natural History 
Chemist 
Family Herald 4 copies 
Hogg's Instructor 2" 
Philosophical Magazine, Londou 

,Do. Journal, Edinburgh 
Nautical Magazine 
Little Dorritt, 3 copies 
Titan 

BRrrISH AND OTI-IER NEvVSP A.PERS. 

London Times, 2 copies 
Liverpool Albion 
Glasgow Herald 
Scotclllnan 
Dublin Evening' Fost 
Dublin Evening Mail 

Melbourne Arg'Us 
Melbourne Herald 
Melbourne Age 
Melbourne Leader 
Melbourne Punch 
Melbourne Journal of Commerce 
Melbourne Auction Mart 
Sydney Herald 
Sydney Empire 
Launceston Examiner 
Hobart Town Courier 

I Dublin Nation . 
Illustrated Lon. News, 2 copies 
Spectator 
Economist 
Nonconformist 
Le Moniteur Universel 

COLONIA.L NEvVSP APERS. 

Colonial Tinies 
Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
Border Post 
Del' Kosmopolit 
Miner's Rig'ht 
Banner of Belfast 
Govermnent Gazette 
Police Gazette 
My Note Book 3 copies 
Bear's Weekly Circular 
Insolvency Circular 

Allgemeine Zeitung' 
Al ta California 
New York Herald 
Mining Journal 
Home News, 3 copies 
Gardener's Chronicle 

Bendig'o Adverth!,er 
Tasmania Daily News 
South Australian Reg'ister 
Portland Guardian 
Belfast Ga,zette 
Gee]ong Advertiser 
Gipp:;: Lnnd Guardian 
Ballaarat Star 
New Zealander 
Cape Town Mail 
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Bowio, Dr. 
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Budge, H. 
Burn, W. C. 
Call1pbell, D. S. 
Call1pbell, R. 
Carson, J. 
Chambenl, H. J. 
Childers, H. E. 
Chishohn, J. M. 
Cl:1y, F. L. 
Claw, J. 
Clowes, Henry 
Clowes, R. 
Cock, C. 
Cole, G. ·W. 
Cooke, H. 
Cope, fr. s. 
Cosgmve, John 
Da]gety, J. G. 
Dallachy, J. 
Davis, P. 
Dickson, T. 
Dinwoodie, J. 
Dow, J. F. 
Duncan, D. 
Easy, W. 
Eades, Dr. 
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I-IONORARY MEMBERS. 

Lang, Rev. Dr. 
*Leichardt, Dr. 
Lowe, Ro bert 
Mackenzie, Rev. D., M.A. 
Moria1'ty, Captain 
Mitchell, Sir fr. L. 
M'Leay, 'rV. S. 
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LIFE J\1:E1VIBERS. 

Foxton. J. G. 
Fulton, T. 
Gill, J. 
Gillbee, Dr. 
Goldsburgh, R. 
Greeves, A. F. A. 
Hart, Lewis 
Heales, R., Sen. 
Heales, R., Jun. 
Heape, B. 
Heape, C. 
Hill, A. 
Hood, J. 
Hodgson, J. 
Herring, J. 
Ker, R. 
Kerr, R. 
Ke1'r, William 
Knox, R. 
Laing, C. 
Lan!?,lands, H. 
Langlands, J. 
Langlands, T. 
Little, -
Lush, E. 
Lush, J. 
Melbourne, Bishop of 
Moody, L. A. 
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