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REPORT
O THE
(i;QM.uIT'rEE OF MANAGEMENT OF TITE MELBOURNY MECHANICY INSTITTIION
AND SCHOOL OF ARTS,

FOR THE TEAR 18508.

FINANCIAL CONDITION.

Tur Committee of Management of the Melbourne Mechanics’ 1n-
stitution and School of Arts have great pleasure in being enabled to
present to the annual general meeting of the members the following
annual report of the position of the institution at the close of

the year 1858. |

When your Committee entered on thelr duties, at the beginning
of the past year, they did so with a fair prospect of realising the ex-
pectations' so fully expressed in the report lfor 1857. These, to a large
extent, have been accomplished, although limited by the long-conti-

nued depressed state of trade. |

Vour Committee, on examining the roll, find that 193 members
resigned their connection with the institution—most of them young
men who were unable to procure employment in tow, and left for
the country. Others have gone to reside at too great a distance in
the suburbs, and are therefore not able to enjoy the privileges of the
institution ; and some have left the colony altogether. DBut your
Committee are happy to be able to state that 174 new members
have joined the sstitution during the past year ; and although the
number on the roll is 19 less than in 1857, yet the amount received

for subseriptions in 1858 1s only 14s. 9d. short of the sum collected

in 1857.
The other sources of income will bear favourable comparison with
past, years,,with the exception of those of the classes and the lec-
es. .V y be assigned for the failure'in these

tures. Various causes. ma |
departiments. Many of those young men who have left town-were
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principally the supporters of both the classes and the lectures ; and
the want of suitable accommodation deterred many from counte-
nancing them by their presence, they having suffered much from the
crowded state of the room during 1857,

- The remaining liabilities which could not be settled before the
close of the year, will not exceed £50, while the balance at the
credit of the institution in the bank is £164 14s.

Your Committee feel assured that it is only required to keep pro-

minently before the community the many privileges connected with
the institution to secure ample support for it.
An abstract of the treasurer’s account will be found at the end of
the report.
GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

Your Committee, desirous of carrying out the instructions of the
members at the last annuval meeting with reference to more accom-
modation, appointed a Sub-Committee, composed of the following
gentlemen, in connexion with the management of the institution, viz. :
—D. C. Macarthur, Esq., A. I". A. Greeves, Esq., M.L.A., Henry
Langlands, Esq., M.L.A., Hon. D. E. Wilkie, M.D., M.L.C., John
Macadam, M.D., Mr. Thomas Alston, Mr. John Edwards, arid Mr.
Wharton, to consider the matter, and report to the General Com-
mittee. This was accordingly done, and a special general meeting
of the members held 19th April, at which the following resolutions
were passed unanimously, viz. :—

1st. That it is desirable, for the interests of the institution, that
a large hall and class-rooms be erected at the rear of the p,resent
building.

Ind. That debentures of £10 each for a sum not exceeding
£6000, being the amount estimated to be required for this object?
be issued by the Committee of Management ; such debentures to be
a first charge on the gross proceeds of the new buildings, and on the
surplus of the general revenue of the institution. N

3rd. That the debentures bear interest at the rate of 8 per cent.
per annumn.

4th. That the repayment of the debentures extend over a period
of eight years. |

Your Committee, in accordance with the foregoing resolutions,
made an appeal to the members and friends of the institution when,
after several months’ continued efforts, they were only able to “receive
engagements from the members to the extent of about £4000. |

. In ?::he meantime, while the above efforts were being made, your
Cemmittee advertised for competition designs for the new buildings.

ke
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Six gentlemen responded to the invitation; and on the 4th day of
October your Committee met to select the design most suitable for
the requirements of the institution. The design marked ¢ Utile,”
having the highest number of votes, was declared the successful one,
and on opening the sealed letter which accompanied it, it was ascer-
tained to belong to Mr. Charles Webb.

Your Committee requested Mr. Webb, in terms of the advertise-
ment (of September 2) to furnish tenders from responsible builders.
The lowest tender recommended by Mr. Webb was £6850.

. Your Committee finding that the lowest tender exceeded consider-
ably the sum fixed by the special general meeting, held April 19,
did not feel themselves justified in proceeding with the undertaking,

and resolved to submit a statement of the case to this meeting, and

ask for further instructions.

Your Committee have endeavoured, as far as practicable, to work
the institution efficiently with the means at their command, and, they
trust, to the satisfaction of the members.

Your Committee have to acknowledge their obligations to Professor
Hearn, Rev. A. Morison, the Hon. D. E. Wilkie, M.D., M.L.C., and
Dr. Gilbee, for their exertions (as a Sub-Committee of Studies) at
the commencement of the year, in establishing the classes n connec-
tion with the institution. o

A report of the classes and lectures will be found under their
proper heads.

The number of annual members on the rtoll for the past year is
567. A corrected list'of life members is given at the end of the
report. | o

LIBRARY AND READING-ROOM.

This department of the institution has had your Committee’s spe-
‘cial attention during the past year; large additions have been made
to both library and readingroom, of such first-class reviews, news-
papers, and new works as were likely to prove useful to the
members.

The number of volumes added to the library during the year

was 350, making the total number of volumes in the library

over 7000. |
The following are the additions to the reading-room in 1858 -—
* British Quarterly Review, London Quarterly Review, N ational

Review, Westminster Review, Eclectic Review, ¢ Virginians,” by Thack-
eray, London Daily News, British Banner, London Record, Examiner,

Buropean Times.
. The number of members borrowing books from the library during
the past year was 499. |
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The number of volumes and magazines in circulation was, during
the years— |

1859. 1856. 1857. 1858.

Volumes ... | 10,502 | 12,435 | 13,071 18,175
Magazines. .. — 1,010 2,075 2,117

The following table gives the circulation of volumes during the
past year, according to the classification in the library :—

Agriculture, Commerce, and Statistics .. 04

Mechanics, Mathematical Sciences, Architecture, Engineering,

and Useful Arts cee e .. 262
Biography, Speeches, and Correspondence ... ... 1,019
Classics and Philology 92
Fine Arts ... . o8
Geography, Voyages, Travels, and Descriptive Works ... 826
History and Historical Memoirs ... . 3,200
Jurisprudence and Legislature o 54
Medical Science and Chemistry ... . . 73
Miscellaneous and Collective Works . 1,344
Natural History and Botany . 95
Works of Fiction ... o 9,110
Music . 137
Periodical Literature and Newspapers ... 1,201
Philosophy and General Science ... . 004
Poetry and the Drama e e 243
Politics 74
Religious and Ecclesiastical Works ... 24

- 18,175

Your Committee cannot allow the above important feature of the
report to pass without specially noticing the greatly-increased circu-
lation of books for 1858, which is sufficient to show to the public
the estimation in which the institution is held by the members, and
the extent to which they take advantage of the valuable privilege
connected with it.

Your Committee would respectfully solicit the particular attention
of members to the extending more widely amongst their friends a
knowledge of the privileges of this institution, which are enjoyed by

all, without distinction.

LECTURES.

The number of lectures more immediately under engagement
by the committee have not been so numerous during the past year,
in consequence of the difficulty of securing sufficient attendance and

7

support.; nevertheless a number of lectures of an interesting and
instructive character have been delivered by several gentlemen on
their own responsibility, and at the same time gave admission to
members at reduced charges. Of that class, the most successful

~ were those given by John Murray, M.D., Edinburgh, on Geology, at

which his Excellency the Governor presided. The following are the
names of the gentlemen, and the subject of each lecture :(—

Fallacies of Phrenology—Reciprocal relations of body and mind—
Symbolism of the human form. Two lectures by David Blair, Esq.,
M.L.A. |

William Pitt and Charles James Fox, as statesmen and orators.
Two lectures by David Blair, Esq., M.L.A.

Readings from Dombey and Son, and David Copperfield. Two

lectures by James Smith, Esq.

‘Music, with illustrations upon the pianoforte. Geo. Tolhurst, Esq.

On the Age of the Earth. Four lectures by John Murray, M.D., |

F.R.C.S.E., illustrated by specimens of rocks and organic remains,
sections and drawings on a large scale.

On Gold, in its historical, geological, and chemical relations. Two
lectures by John Murray, M D., F.R.C.S.E.

Heroes of North Australian discoveries. James Bonwick, Esg.

CLASSES.

The evening classes, which were formed three years since, are
still continued. ~Owing to the appointment of Mr. Brown, who
conducted the class in mathematics last year, to another situation,
your committee ‘nduced the Rev. Wm. Baxter to superintend the
studies of that class, as well as of those in his former department.
Dr. Macadam also proposed to give instruction in practical che-
mistry to his classes, in his own laboratory at the Scotch College.
Unfortunately, however, a sufficient number of students did not join
the classes in chemistry and experimental physics t0 enable the
lectures on these subjects to proceed in the present session. Of the
classes under the charge of the Rev. William Baxter, 10 students
attended the English class, 5 the Latin class, and 17 the mathema-
tical class. Mr. Baxter reports that their progress varied with the
regularity of their attendance—those who were able to attend regu-
larly made considerable progress ; those whose attendance was irre-
gular derived little advantage from the instruction offered them.

Some of the irregularity is due to the distance from town at which

many of our students reside, while, in other instances, it may be re-

gerrod to the existing commercial depression. ~ Great advantage,
however, will be derived from the improved accommodation which
it is hoped the institution will soon afford. 'This accommodation
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Journal Society of Arts, 1858, 2
Argus Newspaper, 5 copies ..
Herald ' 4 copies

- Age ’s 4 copies

Punch ", 3 copies
My Note Book 2 copies
Geelong Advertiser
Ballarat Star

,, Times
Border Post .
Ovens and Murray Advertiser
Gipps Land Guardian
Taunceston Examiner
Hobart Town Courier
Colonial Times

11

LIST OF DONATIONS.

copies ... Presented by Society of Arts, Lon,

e

eoe ves ces

Bradshaw’s Guide to Victoriam

Bendigo Advertiser

,, Mercury
Mount Alexander Mail
Tarrengower Times
Geelong Daily News
Castlemaine Advertiser
Collingwood Advertiser
M¢‘Ivor News
‘Western Times
Ovens Constitution
Kilmore Examiner
Australian Builder

Agricultural and Hortwultura:i ‘Gazette ...

[X 2] (XX}

sen (XY}

Melbourne Colonial Mining Journal .

Government Gazette

Parliamentary Votes and Proceedings ...

» The Proprietors.
’» ‘Do.

’ Do.

’ Do.

’ Do.

’ Do.

’ Do.

[}) DO.

s Do.

b} Do.

s -, Do.

” Do.

th :DO.

’ _ .Do.

) ~ Do.

’ Do.

’ Do.

’ “Do.

”» Dof.

2 . ~_ Do.

”» . Do,r

’ . Do.

s Do.

”» Do.

9 Do.

’ Do.

' Do.

2 Do.

[} DO- M
’ The Government.

» Do.

COLONIAL NEWSPATERS.

Melbourne Argus

Melbourne Herald
Melbourne Age
Melbourne Leader
Melbourne Punch

Melb. Journal of Commerce
Melbourne Examiner

Sydney Herald

Launceston Examiner
Hobart Town Courier
Hobart Town Daily Mercury
Colonial Times ,
Ovens and Murray Advertiser
Border Post :
Miner’s Right

Panner of Belfast

Government Gazette

Police Gazette

My Note Book

Bear’s Circular and Rural
Economist .

Insolvency Circular

Ararat Advertiser

South Australian Register

Portland Guardian

Geelong Advertiser

Gipps Land Guardian

Ballarat Times

Ballarat Star

New Zealander

Cape Town Mail

Kyneton Observer

Bendigo Advertiser

Bendigo Mercury

Mount Alexander Mail

Tarrengower Times

Geelong Daily News

Castlemaine Advertiser

Collingwood Advertiser

M¢‘Ivor News

Western Times

Ovens Constitution

Kilmore Examiner

Australian Builder ‘

Agricultural and Horticul-
tural Gazette _

Melbourne Colonial Mining
Journal , ,

BRITISH & COLONIAL PERIODICALS,

Edinburgh Review, 2 copies
Quarterly do. 2 g
North British do.." 2
Westminster do. ,
British Quarterly do.
London Quarterly do.
National do. '
Thilosophical Journal, Edin.
Blackwood’s Magazine, 3 cps.
Bentley’s Miscellany, 2,
Colburn’s New Monthly, 2 ,,
Do. United Service

Dub. Univer. Magazine, 2 ,,
Tait’s Magazine, 2 4y

(ORDERED FOR READING ROOM).

Chambers’Edinburgh Journal

Art Journal [3 copies

Practical Mechanics’ J ournal

Mechanics’ Magazine

Army List

Navy List .

Civil Engineers’ and Archi-
tect’s Magazine

Frazer’s Magazine, 2 copies

British Almanac & Companion

Athencum 2 copies
Lancet
Builder

Household Words, 3 copies

Punch, 3 copies
Law Times

Magazine of Natural History
Chemist ,

Family Herald 4 copies
Philosophical Mag., London
Nautical Magazine.

Titan, 2 copies
Virginians, . 3 copies
Eclectic

Hunt’s Merchants’ Magazine

Australian Medical J ournal

Do. Pharmaceutical Society’s
Transactions
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'BRITISH AND OTHER NEWSPAPERS.

London Times

Daily News
Liverpool Albion
Glasgow Herald
Scotsman

Dublin Evening Post
Dublin Evening Mail
British Banner

A’Beckett, Wm,
Barney, Major
Carmichael, Rev. H.
Cheyne, Captain

# Franklin, Sir John
Gilbert, George A.
Hargreaves, E. H.
Hart, Henri J. |,

Agg, A. J.
Allen, John
Ashley, E.
Balmain, James
Balmain, T. C.
Barkly, Sir Henry
Barwick, James
Beaver, George
Bell, Wm. M.
Bennett, J. B.
‘Baxter, Rev. W.
Blow, W, W,
Blundell, J. J.
Bowie, D.
Brewster, E. J.
Broadfoot, A. A.
Budge, H.
Burn, W.C.
“Campbell, D. S.
Campbell, R.
Carson, J.
Chambers, H. J.
Childers, H. E.
Chisholm, J. M.
Clay, F. L.
Clow, J.
Clowes, Henry
Clowes, R.
Coates, W.
Cock, C.
Cole, G. W.
Cooke, H.
Cepe, T. S.
Cosgrave, John
Dalgety, J. G.
Dallachy, J.
Davis, P,
Dickson, T.
Dinwoodie, J.
Dow, J. F.
Duncan, D.
Easy, W.
Eades, Dr,
Fallenstein, Captain

A

- Langlands, H.

* Lush, J.
' Melbourne, Bishop of

London Record

Tablet

Illustrated Lon., News, 2 ¢ps.
Spectator

Economist

Nonconformist

Le Moniteur Universel
Examiner

Lang, Rev. Dr,

* Leichardt, Dr.

Lowe, Robert, M.P.
Mackenzie, Rev. D., M.A.
Moriarty, Captain
Morison, Rev. A.
Mitchell, Sir T. L.
M¢Leay, W. S.

LIFE MEMBERS.

Foxton, J. G.
Fulton, T.

Gill, J.

Gillbee, Dr. '
Goldsbrough, R.
Greeves, A. F. A.
Gibbs, J. H.
Hart, Lewis
Heales, R., sen.
Heales, R., jun.
Heape, B.
Heape, C.

Hill, A.

Hood, J.
Hodgson, J.
Herring, J.
Howitt, Dr.
Ker, R.

Kerr, RR.

Kerr, William
Knox, R.

Langlands, J.
Langlands, T.
Little, F. A.
Lush, E.

Moody, L. A.
Moor, Henry
Mortimer, H. W.
Mouritz, G. A.
Murphy, J. R.
M¢Arthur, D. C.
M¢Crae, Andrew M.
M¢‘Ewan, J.
M¢Farlane, J.
Milne, G.
Moffat, D.
Motherwell, Dr.
Moubray, T.
Mullaly, J.
Nicholson, G.

Allgemeine Zeitung

Alta California

New York Herald

Mining Journal N
Home News, 4 copies
Gardeners’ Chronicle
European Times

HONORARY MEMBERS.

M‘Conochie, Captain
Nicholson, Sir Charles
Royceraft, W, ‘
Saunders, Rev. J.
Sturt, Captain
Strzelechi, Count
Therry, Judge
Wallace, Dr.

Ogilvy, David
Orme, Charles
Oswald, J.
Overton, W.
O’Farrell, P. C. A.

. Palmer, J. F.

Pascoe, J. R.
Pasley, C.
Porter, R.
Powell, W.
Rae, J.

Rae, T.

Rose, J. H.
Ross, Alfred
Rusden, G. W.
Russell, A.
Sargood, F. J.
Sleight, J.
Smith, J. M.
Smith, R.
Smyth, G.
Snowball, J.
Splatt, W, F.
Stevenson, J.
Stevens, F. P.
Stewart, James
Strode, Thomas
Sumner, T. J.
Symons, G.
Thorp, S.
Tuckett, W. H.
Vaughan, C.
Vivian, G. W.
‘Walsh, F.
‘Walsh, H.
Welsh, P. W.
Westgarth, Wm.
‘Wharton, G.
Wilkie, Dr.
Wilkie, Joseph
‘Williams, B.
‘Williamson, Charles
‘Wilson, Robert
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‘Daily News
Liverpool Albion

COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS.

Melbourne Argus

 Melbourne Herald

Melbourne Age

. Melbourne Leader

Melbourne Punch
Melb. Journal of Commerce
Melbourne Examiner

~ Sydney Herald

Launceston Examiner
Hobart Town Courier :
Hobart Town Daily Mercury
Colonial Times

Ovens and Murray Advertiser
Border Post

Miner's Right

Banner of Delfast

" Edinburgh Review, 2 copies

Quarterly do. 2
North British do. 2,
‘Westminstef do.

British Qugrterly do.
London le terly do.
National do.

Philosophical Journal, Edin.
Blackwood’s ‘\Iflgalme, 3 cps.
Bentley’s Miscellany, 2 ,,
Colburn’s New ’\Ion’chlv 2,
Do. United Service

" Dub. Univer. Magazine, 2 ,,

Tait’s Magazine, 2,

Loﬁdon Times

Glasgow Herald

. Scotsman |

Dublin Evening Post
Dublin Evening Mail /
British Banner

Household Wor ds, '

Government Gazette

Police Gazette

My Note Book

Bear’s Circular
Lconomist

Insolvency Circular

Ararat Advertiser

South Australian Register

Portland Guardian

Geclong Advertiser

Gipps Land Guardian

Ballarat Times

Ballarat Star

New Zealander

Cape Town Mail

Kyneton Obser ver

and Tural

t i

(ORDTRLD FOR READING ROOM).

Chambers’Edinburgh Journal

Art Journal [3 copies

Practical Mechanics’ Journal

Mechanics’ Magazine

Army List

Navy List

Civil Engineers’ and Archi-
tect’s Ma«ranne

Frazer’s I\Iftgwme, 2 copies

British Almanac & Companion,

Athengeum 2 copies

Lancet

Builder

" 3 copics

.

BRITISH AND OTHER NEWSPAPERS.

London Record

1 Tablet.

IlNustrated Lon. NeW% 2 eps.
Spectator

Economist

Nonconformist

Le Moniteur Universel
Examiner

. Bendigo Advei ‘tiser

Bendigo Mercury

Mount Al(\\‘mdm Mail

Tarrengower Times

(19010110 Daily News

Castlemaine Advertiser

Collingwood Advertiser

M¢Ivor Ncews

Western 'T'imes

Ovens Constitution

Kilmore Examiner

Australian Builder

Agricultural - and Ior ticul-
tural Gazette

Melbourne Colonial Mining
Journal

S | BRITISII & COLONIAL PEBIODICALS

Punch, - 3 copies
Law Times -

Magazine of Natur al Hmtmy
Chemist

Family Herald 4 copices -
Philosophical Mag., London

Nautical Magazine

Titan, 2 copies
Virginians, 3 001)1es
Iiclectic

Hunt’s Mewhqnts’ Mflg‘wmc

Australian Medical Journal

Do. Pharmacentical Society’s -
Transactions

Allgememe Z elt}mg
Alta California

New York Herald
Mining Journal
Home News,
Gardeners’ Chronicle
European Times

4 copies, |

i
!
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