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REPORT

OF THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT OF THE

MELBOURNE MECHANICS® INSTITUTION

AND SCHOOL OF ARTS,

TOR THE YEAR 1859.

FINANCIAL CONDITION.

Tar Committee of Management of the Melbourne Mechanics’ Insti-
tution and School of Arts have much pleasure in being enabled to
present to the annual general meeting of the members a satisfactory
report of the proceedings of the past year, and the future prospects
of the Institution.

At the commencement of 1859, when your committee entered on
their duties, they found the institution totally clear of debt, and they
were in a position to make such alterations in the building as were
required for the comfort and accommodation of the members, and the
extension of the objects of the institution.

For the furtherance of these objects, your committee, immediately
after their appointment, held several special general meetings o consider
this important subject, which ultimately resulted in the following
scheme, viz.—the removal of the partitions in the reading room and
library, thus making two spacious rooms, each 33 x 25 feet; and erect-
ing an additional room, 25 x 15 feet, at the rear of the library, for
the use of the classes of the institution, or, when not required for that
purpose, to let for small meetings. A residence for the secretary has
also been erected at the rear of the main building,

In order that your committee might be able to carry out these plans
expeditiously, and at the same time be saved the necessity of drawing
on the general revenue to any considerable amount, they issued
an appeal to the members, inviting contributions for that object,
which resulted in the sum of only £77 17s. 6d. being subscribed.
Your committee, in order to procure the necessary funds to proceed
with the alteration, arranged with the trustees of the institution for
an advance from the Bank of New South Wales, in September last,
for £500.
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This amount of accommodation placed your committee in a position
to finish the whole of the then contemplated plan, which was so much
desired, and which they are glad to say has since given very general
satisfaction,

They trust that these improvements will add considerably to the
revenue by a large increase of members, and thus enable your com-
mittee to liquidate, as speedily as possible, this liability to the bank.

Your committee are glad to find that the system of requiring a
deposit from the members using the library continues to work satis-
factorily—that, while 98 had withdrawn their deposits from the
library fund, 111 had joined the library and paid in the deposit, as
well be seen by the treasurer’s statement.

The absence of a statement of the amount of receipts from the
classes and lectures is the result of a new system adopted by your
committee last year. The gentlemen superintending the classes, and
those who delivered the lectures, or their friends, undertook the various
responsibilities connected therewith.

The reccipts from lettings of the offices and hall are considerably
under those of the previous year, in consequence of the reduction of
the rents, and some of the rooms being unoccupied for several months,
and the general reduction in the charges to societies for the use of
the hall for public meetings.

The remaining liabilities, falling due on the lst January, 1860,
will amount to about £150. This sum includes the architect’s account,
£34 6s. 7d. ; being commission on the amount of the contractor’s
_account.

GENERAL MANAGEMENT.

Your committee, in accordance with the instructions of the annual
general meeting of 25th January, 1859, summoned theadjourned general
meeting of the members for the 9th Febuary, and special meetings 2nd
March and 18th April, when the various schemes were fully considered
for increasing the accommodation for the members and for the classes
in connection with the institution. These meetings resulted in the
plan so successfully carried out at a cost of about £700, of which
amount the sum of £667 13s. 3d. has been paid, as shown by the
treasurer’s statement. .

The attention of your committee was specially devoted to the
mode of carrying forward the alterations, so that members of the insti-
tution might not suffer any inconvenience therefrom, or the business of
theinstitution be suspended. Your committee, however, found it neces-
sary for the preservation of the property to partially suspend for a few
weeks the circulation of books from the library ; but to meet that
want every facility was given for the circulation of the periodicals.

S

Your committee trust that the improvements they have effected
during the past year will meet with the unanimous approval and in-
creased support of the members and the public generally, so that fur-
ther improvewments may be proceeded with as speedily as possible.

Your committee have given instructions for a thorough system of
ventilation to be introduced into the reading room, which, if found
successful, they would recommend should be also applied to the lecture

hall.

Your committee would recommend that, as soon as the funds in
the hands of the treasurer will admit, new furniture, etc., should be
procured for the lecture hall, |

Reports of the classes and lectures will be found under their
proper heads.

Your committee find that, while the number of members on the
roll for 1858 was 567, only 363 of these joined the institution in
1859, which, with the addition of 143 new members who joined in the
course of the year, make a total of 506 for 1859, and the number of
life members 131.

The number of members who have, during the year, availed them-
selves of the privilege of introducing a friend to the reading room for
a period not exceeding one month is 119.

Your committee have with great regret to state that, during the
past year, seven names have been removed from the list of honorary
members, in consequence of their decease. Two of the names cannot,
however, be allowed to pass without special notice, viz., those of Sir
John Franklin and Dr. Leichardt. The names of these eminent
explorers remained on the roll until undoubted evidence of their
melancholy fate had been ascertained.

LIBRARY AND READING-ROOM.

Your committee have devoted much attention to this department,
believing that the library and reading room are the principal attractions
of the institution. Many new and important works have been pur-
chased in Melbourne as they arrived by the mail, and two shipments
were received direct from London, consisting in all of 231 volumes
of first-class works in every department of literature.

The number of volumes added to the library during the year has
been 407. Total number of volumes in the library about 8000.

The following publications have been added to the reading room
in 1859 :— |

British Workman, Band of Hope Review, I/Independance Belge,
The English Mail, The Saturday Review, The Critic, The Patriot,
Ladies’ Newspaper, Bentley’s Quarterly Review, Macmillan’s Monthly
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Magazine, Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities, All the Year Round, Bankers’
Magazine, Notes and Queries, Tlustrated Natural History : Southern
Lights and Shadows, by Frank Fowler ; Dottings of a Lounger, by
Frank Fowler ; Wreck of the Royal Charter, by Frank Fowler ; The
Vine, with instructions for its Cultivation, and how to make Wine out
of Victorian Grapes ; Southern Phonographic Harmonia ; Chapman’s
New Zealand Almanac and Directory ; Waugh’s Australian Almanac
and Directory.

The number of members borrowing books from the library during
the past year was 440,

Your committee regret to see, by the figures below, that there is a
slight reduction in the circulation for the past year, but that may be
accounted for by the library having been closed while the alterations

were being made.

The number of volumes and magazines in circulation was, during
the years—

1855 1.856 1857 | 1858 1859

Volumes...... 10,502 | 12,435 | 13,071 18,175 | 16,644 |
Magazines ... — 1,010 | 2,075 | 2,117 2,038

The following table gives the circulation of volumes during the
past year, according to the classification in the library:—

Agriculture, Commerce, and Statistics e 39
Mechanics, Mathematical Sciences, Architecture, Engineering,
and Useful Arts .. 118
Biography, Speeches, and Correspondence ... ... 910
(lassics and Philology 92
Fine Arts .. 78
Geography, Voyages, Travels, and Descriptive Works .. 657
History and Historical Memoirs ... . o 2,532
Jurisprudence and Legislature : 99
Medical Science and Chemistry 43
Miscellaneous and Collective Works o 1,471
Natural History and Botany 44
Works of Fiction ... .. 8,707
Music 41
Periodical Literature and Newspapers e 927
Philosophy and General Science ... vee e 390
Poetry and the Drama e 264
Politics '
Religious and Ecclesiastical Works ... 55

16,544
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Your committee trust that their successors will devote every effort
in their power to extend the benefits of this department by adding to
the library and reading-room first-class works or periodicals as they
appear. |

In consequence of the great difficulty for some time past in secu-
ring sufficient attendance at tie lectures, after considerable sums had
been expended in publishing them, your committee resolved that, at
least during the year 1859, they would cease operations in that depart-
ment, particularly as so much would be required for carrying out the
then proposed alterations, but every inducement was given to gentle-
men desirous of delivering lectures in the institution, by allowing the
use of the lecture hall, either free or at a small charge, so that members
might be admitted at a reduced price.

Under this system a number of lectures, readings, and concerts

were given,

The numerous complaints that were made of want of suitable
accommodation for the classes during the time they have been in ope-
ration induced your committee to take the subject into their most
serious consideration.

Tt was accordingly resolved to adopt the recommendation of the
Sub-committee of Studies, and not to establish any classes in 1859,
after which time it was expected there would be ample room for a
moderate number of classes to meet in the Institution.

Your committee, however, found, in the month of May, that re-
peated applications were being made by the young men for instruction
in the various branches of education.

Your committee, in order to meet the wishes of the members,
recommended them to place themselves under the direction of the
Rev. Robert Boag for the study of languages, that gentleman having
offered to take charge of the classes at his own risk.

The vocal music classes were resumed under the superintendence
of Mr. G. L. Allan, senior music master in connection with the

‘Denominational School Board. A class for the study of phonographic

shorthand was also established, under the charge of Mr. Murray.
The number attending these classes was 191, as given below:—

Of the classes under the charge of the Rev. Robert Boag, B.A.,
19 students attended the English class, 13 the French class, 8 the
Latin class, and 5 the Hebrew class. Herr A. Zeigler assisted in the
French class part of the session.

The attendance on the whole was very regular for the greater
portion of the session, and many of the students made considerable
progress.
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A great desire is expressed by several of the members to resume
their studies as soon as the classes are formed for the session 1860.

Mr. Allan reports, on the completion of his elementary class,
which had been commenced in 1858, he began a fresh course on 13th
June, 1859, which terminated on 6th December; seventy-five members
entered during that period, making one of the largest classes he had
held in connection with the institution ; and their progress was very
satisfactory.

His upper class, of about sixty advanced pupils, also continued
to meet weekly unil 8th September, and he had the satisfaction of

showing the proficiency they had gained in two miscellaneous concerts,

on 9th June and 15th July, which were very favorably noticed.

The Phonographic Shorthand Class, conducted by Mr. William
Murray, was commenced in July last, being preceded by a lecture on
the subject by the teacher. Ten pupils joined, some of whom were
unable to continue their attendance ; but several of those who attended
regularly are members of Mr. Murray’s reporting_class, which now
meets in the library of the institute, and numbers ten members, all
of whom are good shorthand writers.

Your committee have much pleasure in stating that, from personal
observations of several of their number, who from time to time visited
the class-room, they would, on the part of the young men, most
cordially express their thanks to Mr. Boag, Mr. Allan, and Mr. Murray,
for the attention which they severally devoted to the interests of
their classes.
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Contributions to the Fund for the Improvements in the Reading Room
and Library.

A.B.C.. . RN

Agg, A. J. . . .
Allan, G. L. . . .
Alston, Thomas . .
Anderson, W. F. . .
Appleton, L. F. . .
Bacon, F. . . .
Barnett, C. W . .
Barwmk James . .
Bates, W. . . . .
Bennett, W. . .
Bew, T. J. . . .
Birkmyre, W. . . .
Blow, W. W. . . .
Bodel, J. . . . .
Boole, T. . . . .
Booth, G. H. . . .
Boyd, 'J. F. . . .
Brown, John . . .
Bryan, Samuel . . .
Bull, A. K . . .
Cahill, J oseph . . .
Cardiff, J. . . . .
Coats, Walter . . .
Dall, Richard . . .
Dall, Thomas . . .
Darlot, H.. . . .
Davis, John . .
Dempster, Geo.
Denny, J. .
Dinwoodie, J.
Dismore, J. S. . .
Dowling, J. . . .
Fletcher, R. B. . . .
Goold, T. J. . . .
Green, W.J. . . .
Griffiths, J. . . .
Grutt, Charles A.
Hall, Christopher .
Hart Henri J. . .
Hearn, Professor Presi-

L3
.
»

dent of the Instltutlon
Hoffman, W. . . .
Hoowe, W. . .
Hoowe, J.. . . .
Horne, Geo. . . .
Hurst, James, Jun. . .
Irving, Prof.,, University .
Jones, If. J. . . .
Lennox, A. . . .
Lewis. Geo. . . .
Mackenna, Dr. .
Mackenzie, James
Manton, Charles, Jun.
Marks, H.. . .
Mortley, James.
McLean, Joseph
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15
10
10
0
10
10
10
5
0
0
10
10
0
0
5]
5
10
5
10
0
0
10
10
0
10
10
0
0
10
0
1
10
0
10
10
10
0
10
10
10

0
0
10
10
0
10
0
10
0
0
0
0
10
5
10
10
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Medlecot, H. A. .
Meinerhagen, H. .
Member . . .
Member . . .
Member . . .
Member . . .
Milne, Geo. . .
Moffat, David . .
Mort, J ames . .
Morison, Rev. A.
Moubray, Thomas
Munro, Donald . .
Murray, Andrew
Murray, H. D.
Neal, J. P. . .
Ogllvy, David . .
Parker, J. B. . .
Perry, John . .
Pett, James . .
Phillips, J. . .
Porter, Geo. . .
Price, Edward . .
Prosser, E. . .
Rainey, P. .
Robertson, Andrew .
Robinson, George .
Robson, W. . .
Rollings, W. . .
Rose, J. H. . .
Rose, O’Grady . .
Rule, O. R. . .
Shaw, G. . . .
Sawden, W. . .
Seymour, J. G.. ‘
Singer, W. D. . .
Snowball Joshua .
Smith, J ohn . .
Steele, W. H. . .
Stevenson, P. . .
Strudwicke, W. .
Swift, J. . . .
Tullidge, W. . .
Torrance, Ch. . .
Tutin, Christopher
Taylor, J. V. . .
Vivian, J, W. .
Walsh, F. . . .
Walker, Geo. . .
Warkman, John .
Watson, J., Royal terrace
Watson, John . .
West, J. . .
thrton George
W1lk1nson, Thos.
Williams, D. .

Wyatt, Alfred .

Young, D. T.
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LIST OF DONATIONS.

Journal Society of Arts, 1859, 2 copies .
Sketches from Grey’s Austr alia
Argus Newspaper, 1copy ..

Geelong Advertiser
Ballarat Star

v Times
Border Post
Oveng and any Advertiser
Gipps Land Guardian
Taunceston Examiner
Hobart Town Mercury

Bradshaw’s Guide to Victori m

Bendigo Advertiser

’ Melcmy
Bendigo Mining Journal
Mount Alexmdel Mail
Tarrengower Times
Castlemaine Advertiser
Collingwood Advertiser
Ovens Constitution
Kilmore Examiner
Australian Builder

11

Agricultural and Hor tlcultnml Ga7ette
Melbourne Colonial Mining Journal

Government Gazette

Parliamentary Votes and Pr oceedin ge

ba) kR4

of New South Wales .. "

Presented by Somety of Artg, Lon,

” Dr. Becke1
» The Proprietors.
kX ] 49 i

L3} b2 )

» ”"

9 94

" : EX)

b2 b2

LR} b2

99 "

LA ) "

LA 9,

" 1

% 7

LE) b2

LY} ) 1)

29 "

k2) "

2? b2

b2 ] "

" "

L3 ) 29

" 3 )
' The Government.

3

COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS.

Melbourne Argusg
Melbourne Herald
Melbourne Age

Melbourne LC‘Idel
Melbourne Punch

Melb. Journal of Commerce
Melbourne Examiner
Sydney Herald

Launceston Examiner
Hobart Town Daily Mercury
Ovens & Murray Advertiser
Border Post

Banner of Belfast
Government Gazette

Police Gazette

Bear’s Circular and Rural
Economist

Ararat Advertiser

South Australian Register

Portland Guardian

Geelong Advertiger

Gipps Land Guardian

Ballarat Times

Ballarat Star

New Zealander

Cape Town Mail

Kyneton Observer

Bendigo Advertiser
Bendigo Mercury
l\[ount Alexander Mail
Tarrengower Times
Castlemaine Advertiser
Collingwood Advertiger
Ovens Constitution
Kilinore Examiner
Australian Builder
Agricultural and Horticul-
Tural Gazette
Meclbourne Colonial Mining
Journal

BRITISH AND COLONIAL PERIODICALS

(ORDERED FOR READING ROOM).

Edinburgh Review, 2 copies

Quarterly do. 2 .,

North British do. 2

Westminster do.

British Quarterly do.

London Quarterly do.

National do.

Bentley's Quarterly Review

PhllOSOpthdl Journal, Edin.

Blackwood’s \Imazme 3cps.

Bentley’s Miscellany, 2 ,

Colburn’s New Monthly,?2,,

Do. United Service

Dub, Univer. Magazine 2 ”

Tait’s Magazine,

Chambers’ Edinburgh J our-
nal °3 copies

Art Journal

Practical Mechanics’ Journal

Mechanics® Magazine

Army List

bR

Navy List

Civil Engineers’ and Axrchi-
tect’ 8 1 Magazine
Frazer’s Magazine, 2 copies
British Almanac and Com-
panion
Atheneum
Lancet
Builder
Punch,
Law times
Magazine of Natural History
I"mnly Herald 3 copies
Philosophical Mag., London
Nautical Magazine
Titan, 2 copies
Eclectic -
Hunt’s Merchants’ Mag.
Bankers’ M‘lgazme
Macmillan’s Monthly Mag.
Southern Phonographic
Harmonia

2 copies

3 copies

Notes and Queries

Australian Medical Journal

Do. Pharmaceutical Society’s
Transactions

TNustrated Natural History

Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities

' Allthe Year hound

New Zealand Almanac and
Directory, 1860, Chapman’g

Australian Almanac, 1860,
Waugh'’s

Frank F¥owler's Southern
Lights

Frank Fowler’s Dottings of
a Lounger

Frank Fowler s Wreck of
the Royal Charter

The Vine, with instructions
for its culture, and how to
make wine out of Victoriau
Grapes
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BRITISH AND OTHER NEWSPAPERS.

London Times

Daily News
L’Independance Belge
English Mail
Saturday Review
Critic

Ladies’ Newspaper
Nonconformist
Examiner

A’'Beckett, Wm.
Barney, Major
Carmichael, Rev, II.
Gilbert, George A.
Hargreaves, E. H.
Hart, Henri J.

Agg, A J.
Alglgn, John
Ashley, E.
Balmain, T. C.
Balmain, James
Barkly, Sir Henry
Barwick, James
Beaver, George
Bell, Wm. M.
Bennet, J. B.
Baxter, Rev. W.
Blow, W. W,
Blundell, J. J.
Bowie, R.
Brewster, E. J.
Broadfoot, A. A.
Brown, T., Jun.
Budge, IH.
Burn, W. C.
Campbell, D. S.
Campbell, R.
Carson, J.
Chambers, H. J.
Childers, H. E.
Chisholm, J. M.
Clay, F. L.
Clow, Rev. J.
Clowes, Henry
Clowes, R.
Coates, W,
Cock, C.

Cole, G. W.
Cooke, H.
Cope, T. S.
Cosgrave, John
Dalgety, J. G.
Dallachy, J.
Dayvis, I,
Dickson, T.
Dinwoodie, J.
Dow,J. K.
Duncan, D.
Easy, W.
Eades, Dr.

Liverpool Albion

Glasgow Herald

Scotsman

Dublin Evening Mail
British Patriot

London Record

Tllustrated Lon. News, 2 ¢ps.
Spectator

Economist

Lang, Rev. Dr.

Lowe, Robert, M.P.
Mackenzie, Rev. D., M. A,
Morison, Rev. A,
M'’Leay, W. S.
M’Conochie, Captain

LIFE MEMBERS.

Fallenstein, Captain
Foxton, J. G.
Gill, J.

Gillbee, Dr.
Goldsborough, R.
Greeves, A. F. A,
Gibbs, K. M.
Gibbs, J. H.
Hart, Lewis
Heales, R., sen.
Heales, R., jun.
Heape, B.

Heape, C.

Hill, A.

Hoddle, R.
Hood, J.
Hodgson, J.
Herring, J.
Howitt, Dr.

Ker, R.

Kerr, R. .
Knox, R.
Langlands, X,
Langlands, J.
Langlands, T.
Leslie, A.

Little, F. A.
Lush, E.

Lush, J.
Melbourne, Bp. of
Moody, L. A.
Moor, Henry
Mortimer, H. W,
Mouritz, G. A.
Murphy, J. R.
M‘Arthur, D. C.
M:Crea, Andrew M.
M‘Ewan, J.
M‘Farlane, J.
Milne, G.

Moffat, D.
Motherwell, Dr.
Moubray, T.
Mullaly, J.

Alta California

New York Herald

Mining Journal

Home News 4 copics
Gardeners’ Chronicle
European Times

British Workman

Band of Hope Review

W/\ANW\AM’-W\A

HONORARY MEMBERS.

Nicholson, Sir Charles
Saunders, Rev. J.
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