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REPORrr OF'THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEME~T 

OF THE 

MELBOURNE 

MECHANICS' INTITUTION AND SCHOOL OF ARTS, 

FOR THE YEA R 1866. 

1. THE Committee of Management, in presenting the Annual 
Report for 1866, and inviting attention to the financial state­
ment appended, have the satisfaction of being able to point out 
that they have been enabled to work the Institution efficiently, 
and at the sanle tinle to reduce the liabilities as cornpal'ed ,vith 
the preceding year (reckoning net income only of each year) by 
the large amount of £177 9s. Id., leaving a balance of only £60 
against the Institution, ,vhich sun1 is due to ll1embers on account 
of Library Deposits for the safe return of books. 

2. The Comnlittee, therefore, having full confidence in the 
prospects of the Institution recommend that certain indispensa­
ble repairs be proceeded ,vith at once. A thorough repair of 
the roof of' the building is inlperatively required. To paint, 
paper, and repair the hall, the staircases, lobby, reading roorn, 
and library, is equally necessary. It is estin1ated that these 
works will cost altogether about £150; and the Conln1itt.ee are 
of opinion that this sunl nlay safely be appropriated out of the 
reven ne of the ensuing year, so as to avoid the necessity of bor­
rowing. It is with regret your Conl111ittee have to announce the 
the death of Mr. Dinwoodie, by which the Institution 'bas lost 
a very useful and estimable 111effi ber of C0111nlittee. 

3. During the year the Rules have been revised and printed 
for the use of members. 
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4. By the Abstract of the Treasurer's Account Current for 
1866, and the Statenlent of the Liabilities and Assets annexed, 
it will be perceived that there has been an inlprovement in the 
net receipts for 1866 over those of 1865 an10unting to £47 Os. 2d., 
and the COlnn1ittee are of opinion that the incorne for It)l37 n1ay 
be fairly estin1ated at £1000. 

5. The COlnn1ittee have endeavoured as far as possible to 
render availab1e and augn1ent the utility of the Libl'ary and 
Reading I-tOOll1 ; l11uny in1portant new books and periodicals have 
been added, and where necessary duplicate copies have been 
procured. A conlplete list of l1e\v bool{s and periodicals added 
during the year can be seen in the Library. 

6. The number of ne\v books added to the Library during the 
past year was 148 vol un1es. There have been also added 122 
volumes of periodicals, making a total of 270 volun1es for the 

year. 
7. The number of members on the roll for the veal" 1866 is v 

450. The number of nevv nlen1bel's who joined the Institution 
in 1~66 was 123. The nunlber of Life lVlembers is at present 
124, and of Honorary Members, 18. 

8. The number of members borrowing book~ fronl the Library 
during the past year was 402. The nunl bel' of volunles in cir­
culation was 13,102; an d the n unl bel" of magazines in circula-
tion during the same period, was 9,100. 

The following table gives the circulation of volun1es during 
the past year, according to the classification in the library:-

Agriculture, Commerce, and Statistics .. · . 
Mechanics, l\iathematical Sciences, Architecture, Engineering, 

. and Useful Al ts .. . . . . · . : . . . 
Biography, Speeches, and Correspondence 
Classics and Philology . . . . 
Fine Arts .. .. 
Geography, Voyages, Travels, and Descriptive Works .. 
History, and Historical Memoirs .. . . . . 
Jurisprudence and Legislation 
Medical Science and Chemistry .. 
Miscellaneous and Collective Works 
Natural History and Botany 
Works of Fiction. . . . 
Music . . . . 
Periodical Literature .. 
Philosophy and General Science 
Poetry and the Drama 
Politics .. . . . . . . 
Religious and Ecclesiastical W ol'ks .. 

. " 

• • 

50 

49 
825 
.108 

55 
936 
748 

8 
40 

1631 
40 

7175 
5 

940 
176 
205 

85 
26 

13,102 

The number of Visitors introduced by members, in accord­
ance with Rule 10, was 160. 

The Government has, during the year, presented to the Insti­
tution the following valuable publications :-

Victorian Statutes, 4 vols. 4to, 1866. 
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, 1866. 
Votes and Proceedings of the Parliament of Victoria, 1866. 
Government Gazette, 1866. 

And the follo\ving donations have kindly been n1ade by the 
undern1entioned parties :-

1 copy of the A frg'us The Proprietors. 
1 " Age " 
1 " Leader · . . . . . " 
6 vols. of Dickens'S Worl{s . . .. ..} M Al tell' 
2 B 1 

'L tt ' W k r. son, 0 Ins 
" u wer y on s or s . . . . St t W t 

1 " Reade's " Never too Late to Mend," ree es . 
Transactions and Proceedings of the Royal SO-} The Council of the 

ciety of Victoria, Vol. VII., 1865-7 . . Society. 

In conclusion, the Committee have the satisfaction of point­
ing out that notwithstanding a snlall decrease in the nun1ber of 
members, the incon1e has exceeded that of the previous year, 
especially in the iten1s of rents and subscriptions. It is also 
in1portant as indicating the increased utility of the Institution, 
that there has been a considerable increase in the study of 
the more inlportant works of literature and science, and a 
corresponding decrease in the perusal of the lighter class of 

publications. 
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STATEMENT OF LIABILITIES AND ASSETS, Dec. 31, 1866. 

Liabilities. 
To Accounts, 1866-

Magazines .. 
Books 
Newspapers .. 
Binding •. 

Repairs 
Gas (Nov., Dec.) 
Printing 
Postage of Coantry 

Newspapers, say .. 
Architect's Fee for 

Plan of Additions 
PettyCash. Sundries 
Salai'les, Decpmber 

Balance .. 

£ s. do £ R. d. 
41 6 3 
22 1 1 
30 5 0 
14 10 6 

108 2 10 
4 0 10 
9 19 2 
5 10 0 

5 0 0 

330 
416 

24 3 4 
10 5 10 

£174 6 6 

LIBRARY DEPOSIT ACCOUNT. 

To Amount due to 1\'T em bel'S, 
Dec. 31, 1865 .. 

" Amount receive,1 in 1866 

By Amount returned to Members 
in 1866 

To Amount of Library Deposits 
due to Members, Dec. 31, 

£ 

119 
34 

153 

S2 

£71 

s. d. 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1866 .. 71 0 0 
By Balance from General State-

ment of Liabilities and 
Assets Account 10 5 10 

Total Liabilities of the Institu-
tion £60 14 2 - " 

By Cash in Bank 
Rents, &c. 

By Balanoe •• 

T E R M S. 

Assets. 

.. 

£ B. d. 
91 6 7 
82 19 11 

£174 6 6 

£10 5 10 

Annual Subsoription-entitling Members to the use of Library, Reading 
Room, Lectures, &c. .. . . 00 • • •• • • •• 00 One Pound . 

Half-year Subscription Ten Shillings, 
Life Membership Ten Guineas . 

No Entrance Fee is chnrged. New Members can join at any period of the year . 
Any Member borrowing Books from the Library may be required to leave with the 

Secretary a deposit of £1, for the safe return of the property. 
The sons and apprentices of Members, under eighteen years of age, may be admitted 

as Junior Members upon payment of lOSe annual subscription. 
Members have the privilege of gaining for any friend who shaH live beyond the pre­

cincts of Melboul'l1e, or who shall be a naval 01' milital'Y officer, or the captain of a vessel 
trading to this port, free admission to the Reading Room for a period of one month in 
any year, by entering the name and address in the Introcluction Book. 

The Reading Room is open daily from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sundays excepted. 
The Library is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 4 to 6 p.m.; and 7 to 9 p.m. 
On Saturdays the Library is closed from 2 p.m. to 7 p .. m. 
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