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REPORT 
OF THE 

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

FOR THE YEAR 1871 • 

1. THE YEAR 1871 has been a stirring one in ·the history of 
the Institution, o\ving to the revival of the Hall question, and the 
interest taken in the nleetings which were held for its discussion. 
These nleetings have been the largest on record' concerning 
nlatters connected with the business of the Institution, which, 
from the publicity given to the proceedings, is at the present 
time more generally kno\vn to the public of Melbourne than it 
has been for nlany years past. 

2. The Comnlittee have the pleasure of informing the menlbers 
that the prosperity of the Institution has steadily progressed 
throughout the year', and that its advantages have been much 
nlore fully appreciated than hitherto .. 

3. There is an increase in the number of members on the 
roll, and the same nUluber of Dew nlembers have joined as 
during 1870. 

4. The finances of the Institution are in a very healthy 
condition, the liabilities being nil, and a cash credit at the bank. 

5. The Conlmittee have noticed with gratification the large 
increase of business in the Library department; in 1870, four 
hundred more volunles were circulated than in 1869, while 
during last year the increase over 1870 was five thousand six 

'- hundred volunles! 'rhis n1ay be attributed mainly to two causes: 
firstly, the increased facilities afforded by the re-arrangement of 
the library; secondly, fronl the fact that, during 1871, t4ere 
have been added to it two hundred more volun1es than 
has been the case in anyone yea11 since the commencemen t of 
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the 11lstitution. And this increase is not noticeable in anyone 
particular class of reading, but, as will be seen by paragraph 10, 
each itelTI, (with one or tvvo exceptions) has l)artaken of the 
improvement. 

o. There are now upwards of twelve thousand volumes in the 
library. A new catalogue will shortly be prepared. 

7. In tIle Reading-room the large supply of Inagazines and 
other periodicals for which the Institution is noted has been 
carefully kept up, and several magazines and newspapers have 
been added to the 1110nthly list.. Of about eighty newspapers 
published in this colonY1 fifty-five are regularly supplied to the 
reading-roonl. 

s. It was anticipated that the opening for meetings of the St. 
Enoch's Assembly Hall and the supper-room of the Town Hall 
would materia11y reduce the recei pts of our large roon1, it is 
gratifying to know that they have been affected in but a small 
degree., 

9'. The- insertion of the following tabulated statement in the 
, report of last year having lllet with much approval, the Committee 

have decided on repeating it with the addition of the statistics 
" of the past year. 

YEAR. 

1856 
1857 
1858 

.. 1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863: 

., 1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 

. 1868 

' .. 

1869 
1870 
1871 

.' Cf-!!7l 
o~ 

...0 
oS ZOJ 
~ 

590 
587 
567 
506 
488 
635 
600 
5,69 
512 
471 
450 
437 
458 
460 
510 
547 

269 
274 
174 
144 
118 
284 
209 
176 
127 
146 
123 
117 
131 
129 
170 
168 

300 
350 
350 
407 
220 
145 
344 
401 
350 
398 
270 
217 
430 
413 
382 
627 

12,435 
13,070 
18,175 
16,514 
20,274 
21,144 
19,128 
23,262 
] 3,305, 
12,912 
13,102 
13,146 
13,249 
13,614 
14,022 
19,603 

L: A.BILITY. 

'----------,. -----I. 
1010: 
2075 
2117 
2038-
3343 
4523 
5093, 
5101 
6249 
8152 
9100 
9899 

11,378 
10,278 
11,705 
11,927 

£ s. d. 

85' 6 0-
742. 17 9· 
668 8 9-
609 14 2 
508 8 0 
451 11 5, 
427 17 2, 
238 3 3· 

60 14 2 
139 6' 6· 
190 16 11 
94 5 7 
20 4 2' 

NIL 

10. lrhe fo1lowing sho\vs the proportions in which the various 
classes of works have been issued during the last three years :-

CLASSIFICATION,. 

griculture, COI.:r.lm:erce and Statistics oe. • ... A 
M echani~s,!1:~thenlatical Sciences, Architecture, 

EngIneerIng and Useful Arts ... ... . .• 
iography, Speeches and Correspondence ... 

Jassics and Philology... ... .... . .. 
B 
C 
F 
G 

'ine Arts ... . .. ... .... • •• • .,0 

eQgraphy, Voyages, Travels and Descriptive 
W~T](S ••• ••• ..... .... ...' .... 

Iistory ana Historical ~{emoirs ... I 
J 
M 
M 
N , 
. urisprucl.ence and Legislation t .•• 

~dical Sci€nce and Chemistry .. 'O 

lscellaueous and Collective W ()rks 
atural fIistory and Botany 

V or ks of Fiction eo.. .,U . 
USlC ••• . ... .e. M 

p eriodical I.Jiterature 
.... 
... 

P 
p 

hilos0phy and General Science 
oetry and the Drama ... 
olitics ... . .. ... 

••• 
....... 
...• 
• •• ...• 
• •• ... P 

R eligious .and Ecclesiastical vVorks 

0 •• . .. . ... ••• 

· .'. ... 
0 ••.• ' ... 
• •• ... . ... ...... 
• •• . ... 
et ••• .• e .• 

· ... . .. 
· .. . .... 
· .. ••• .... . .. 

l8~l9. 1;870. 1871. 

- I 

23 26 57 

60 42 61 
349 532 575 

50 40 88' 
68 80 47 

856 615 968 
619 633 825 

9 11 13 
27 34 36 

1041 672 '1027 
29 114 III 

8447 9250 12,641 
6 2 20 

1495 1541 2393 
232 180 335 
192 182 283 
66 22 39 
45 46 84 

, -
13,614 14,022 19,603 

.11. The ntllllber of _ visitors introdueed by nlen1bers, to ' the 
ReadIng-room, under the regulations of Rule 10, was one hundred 
,and four. 

12. The Govel"nment has contributed during the year
Victorian Parlialnentary Debates, 1871. 
Votes and Proceedings of the Parliament of Victoria, 1871. 
Government Gazette, 1871. 
Acts of Parliament of Victoria, 1871. ' 
Col. Sankey: ~ Report on the Coli ban and Geelong Schemes of Water 

Supply. 
Catalogue of t~l~ .Victorian Exhibits at the Sydney Intercolonial 

ExlllbltIon of 1870. 
The Te?hnological COlllnl.ission, Victoria, Reports and Papers. 
IndustrIal and TechnologlCal Lectures, 1871. 

13. The following donations of works have also been kindly 
made :-

Homooopathic World, 1871, by Jarrold and Sons London 
Monthly Microscopical Journal, 1871, by Mr. J.' Scott. . 
Journal of the Society of Arts, London by the Society 
Slater's Queensland Alnlanac for 1872, 'by Mr. Slater .. 
Money: How the Banks make it Scarce and Dear. '~1':~ 

.' '. , .... J 

. . . 
• ~I. ..' • 

, , • J,' , 
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By the Government of New South Wales;
Blue Book, N.S.W., 1870. 
StRtistical Register, N.S.vV., 1870. 
Estimates of Probable ]~xpenditure of tIle Government N.S.W., 1871.. 
Gold Fields Royal Commission of Enquiry, 1871.. 
Letters of Registration of Inventions, 1870-71. 

By the Council of the Province of Otago, New Zealand :
Votes and Proceedings of the Provincial Council, Session 29, 1S71. 
Ordinances of the Province of Otago, :N .Z. 

14. The following are the number of attendanc'es by the 
Men1bers of the COlnmittee during the year. There have been 
fifteen General COll1n1ittee Meetings, of 'which 

The President-I-IENRY BIERS, Esq., attended 
The Vice-President-IIENRY MEEKS, I~sq. . .. 
The Treasurer-The lIoN. D. E. WILl{'IE M.D .. 

COl\1:l\tIITTEE~ 

:Barwick, J. • •. g • •• 14 l\iackenzie, A. 
Benjanlin, D. •• • .. . 14 Munro, D. 
Edwards, J. .. . · .. 2 Fuge, H. R. 

.. ~ .. 
••• 

.. ~ .. " 

••• . ... ... • •• 
(vacated for non-attendance). Gillbee, vVnl., M.n.e.S.E. 

Swift, J .... 5 I-Iarris, 11. 
(in room of J. EdwarciPs). 

••• • •• 
Thomas, H. . . . ... 

Gibbs, J. H. (resigned) ... 2 Wigg, H. C., M.D. 
o Gardiner, S. · .. 3 Richarc1son, W. J., M.D. (in room of J. H. Gibbs). 
Smith, P., M.D. 9 Telnpleton, J. M. .... .. . • •• 

14-
14 

1 

8 
11 
11 
r 

12 
13 

S. 
5 

11 

15. There were also thirty-seven meetings of Sub-Conlmittees 
(Finance, Library, House and Hall) during the year. 

I 

16. The Committee would have gladly acted on the recom 
mendation of their predecessors respecting the itnprovement 
of the Reading-room, and had their wishes regarding the new 
building been carried out in the middle of the year, it would 
have been, renovated long ere this. They decided after due 
consideration, that it would be for the best if the improvements 
were made at the sanle time as the projected additions; they 
believe that decision will be endorsed by the n1eeting, as they are 
enabled to announce that part of the plan agreed on en1-braces 
an extension of the Reading-room by thirteen feet in length and 
three feet in height, with greatly improved ventilation and . . 
eaSIer access. 

17. On the 22nd of March a general n1eeting of the members 
was convened for the purpose of electing a Trustee in the room 
of Mr. Charles Heape, who had left the colonyo Mr. Edward 
Maddox Gibbs was unanilnously elected to fill the vacancy. 

• _ ................. ~ • H • ___ , • __ • ___ .~" •• ',:", ___ , •• , ._._ '. _. " '.~,.' __ • _____ •• -....;.,. '. 
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18. Without doubt the quest1:ovexata of the Institution during 
the year has been "Hall or No Hull?" As this has been 
satisfactorily answered in t.he affirmative, it will be merely 
necessary to briefly recapitulate the proceedings which have taken 
place in reference to it. 

19. It may be ren1embel'ed that the subject of utilising th~ 
large plot of land at the rear of the Institution, by the erection 
of a Hall and other buildings upon it, was revived by Mr. Biers 
at the last annual tneeting of the nlembers, and it was then 
unanin10usly resolved that the erection of such buildings was 
desirable, and that the Conlnlittee should at once take the 
necessary steps to carry out the resolution. 

20. Some of the COlnll1ittee were of opinion that the expressed 
wish of the members in General Meeting assenlbled was sufficient 
authoeity to pOroceed with the necessary works; others held that, 
as the cost of the buildings involved the necessity of borrowing 
Inoney on the mortgage of' the property of the Institution, it 
would be ad visable to hold two nleetinge in accordance with the 
(then) 58th Rule, \vhich provided that the assent of nine-tenths 
of the .1nen1 bel'S present at t\VO consecutive n1eetings should be 
necessary to authorise any" alienation " of the property, under 
which term l110rtgaging rnight be deen1ed to come; this latter 
view was finally adopted in order to preclude; if possible, any 
subsequent objections. 

21. Two meetings ,vere accordingly held on the 22nd of March 
and the 20th of April, the voting for the proj ect being, on the 
first occasion unaniInolls, on the second 135 to 11. 

22. In accordance with the vv"ish of the Trustees,. the 
o opinion of Mr. Wilberforce Stephen on the proceedings was 
taken; he thought that the two resol utions carr~ed at the 
respecti ve n1eetings ,vere not sufficiently identical in terms, 
and that another meeting would be necessary. 

23. rrhe Committee at the expressed wish of- the Trus~ees, 
" that the proceedings should be commenced de novo," called two 
nl0re nleetings, which were held on the 21st of June and the 10th 
of July; at the first lneeting the requisite nine-tenths voted in 
favor of the additional buildings; but at the second, a nurnber 
of gentlen1en (34) nlany of' whonY had not entered the Institution 
for a nunlber of years, attended to vote against the project, an,d 
although there ,vas the large 11 u111ber of 170 in its favor, they 
did not 31TIOunt to nine-tenths of the meeting, and the resolution 
was 'consequently lost . 
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24. On the 28th of July a requisition was received by the 
Committee calling upon thenl to convene a general meeting of 
the members for a revision of the rules of the Institution .. 
A meeting in complianoe therewith \yas held on the 6th 
of S.eptember, when anl0ng other amendments, the rule providing 
that t4e proportion of melubers present at t\VO consecutive 
~eetings, necessary to authorise the raising of money on th~ 
security of the property of the Institu,tion~ shoQld be nine .. tenths" 
was altered to two-.thirds, 

25. Being- assured that by so doing they would carry out the 
wishes of the main body of the Inemhers,. the Comlnittee decided 
on calling- two more general meetings to further disouss w,hether 
or no additions shoQld be m.ade to the ~GcQn~mod9ttions o.f thQ 
lnstitution~ 

~6. Such meetings were held on the 18th and 28th of 
Sept,ember; at the first the voting in favor of the additions was 
~nan~r-9ous, at the second all hut so, the voting being l60 to l. 

27. Afthe request of the Trustees a statement of the proceedings 
was again laid before Mr. Wilberforce Stephen, who gave his 
opinion that '.~ the new rules had been duly passed,." that '.' the . 
Trustees would be justified in mortgaging the real property of 
the Institution," and that '~any IUortgagee would be safe in 
\ending the n'\oney",H . 

28. On this opinion being laid before the Trustees, they at 
once stated they were satisfied~ and would he ready to sign a 
mortgage of the l?roperty in acoordance with the l"esolution. 

29. Architects having been invited to compete, seven sets of 
plans were sent in the author of the best d~sign to be employed 
to carry out the buildings, of the second best to receive a premium 
of £20, the first chosen was by Mr ~ Alfred L. Smith, the second 
by MeSSl"Sq OJ;Qucb a~d Wi!sou'l 

30. The selected plans have been carefully considel1led by the 
Committee; several suggestions and improvements made by 
thenI have been adopted by the architect and embodied in his 
design; the plans have received the approval of the Building 
Referees as to stability, and of the Boards of Health appointed 
by the Government and the Corporation to sup.ervise the means 
of egress fronl publio buildings, and their ventilation. 

81. The specifications will be ready in a few days, and it is 
estimated the building can be erected in £\'·om six to eight ulontba 
from the acceptance of the tende~"s'l . 

• '"'11 --

32. The anl0unt required for their erection can be readily 
obtained on mortgage at a reasonable rate of interest, the security 
being mQ)re than sufficient for the sun) required, and the title a 
certificate under the Real Property Act. 

33. In conclusion your C0l1l1nittee are united in the belief 
that the proje'ct will be a great success, not only fron1 a mercantile 
point of view, but fronl the benefits which the Institution nlust 
derive-directly, from the increased accolllmodation for its 
menlbers: indirectly, from the knowledge which hundreds will 
gain of it, ,vho are now alnl0st ignorant of its existence and 
objects, and entirely so as to the advantages to be gained· by 
enrolling themselves on the roll of filen] bers. 

• 
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THE TREASURER IN ACCOUNT CURRENT WIrrH THE MECHANICS' INSTITUTION, 1871. 

DR. £, s. d. £, s. d. 

To Cash in bank brought forward from 1870 52 1 4 

,. hand " " " 

Rents of Offices 

" 
Hall and Rooms ... 

Subscriptions ... 
Donations ... 
Fines 
Sales 

Catalogues sold 
Library Deposits received ... ... 

To Balance brought forward 
Cash in bank 

" in hand 

" 
15 9 0 

245 0 0 

195 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 2 0 

20 12 5 

£134: 16 5 

890 

6'1 10 4 

440 0 0 

519 11 8 

21 14 5 

0 3 0 

S 0 0 

. £1056 19 5 

£143 5 5 

CR. 
By P A Yl\IENTS-

Freehold Property Account 
Improvements in Front Offices 
Transferring Title to new Trustees 
Two Opinions of Counsel for Trustees 

Furniture and repairs 
Insurance 
City and Lighting Rates 
Water Rates 

Books 
l\Iagazines 
Newspapers 
Binding 
Sands & Macdougal 

Salaries-Secretary 
Assistant 

Secretary 10 p. c. Corn. on £146 120 

Gas (twelve months) 
Fuel... ... ... 
Stationery 
Postages 
Sundrles, Petty Cash 

Printing 
Advertising ... 
Deposits returned 
Cash in Bank, Dec. 30,1871 
Cash in hand 

£, s. d. £, s. 

22 11 3 
3 2 6 
611 0 

32 4 
13 1'1 

'1 10 0 
19 6 8 

8 5 0 
---- 35 1 

100 19 9 
90 2 8 

105 12 9 
64 2 5 

6 '1 6 
367 5 

200 0 0 
112 10 0 

14 13 0 
327 3 

'13 S 
10 14 0 

3 5 6 
11'1 6 
6 2 '1 

21 19 
20 6 
13 8 

9 0 
134 16 5 

8 9 0 
143 5 

£1056 19 

Melbourne, January 18, 1872, Examined and found correct. P. S. SINCLAIR. } AUDITORS. 
GEO. LUSH, DA VID E. WILKIE, TREASURER. . 

... ..e:C __ ;::e::;:::::±_.f". __ ;:;;gg-.. _"'::&!!"I"i.Illf'!, ... ~"S'._~ 
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HONORARY ME~1:BERS. 

Barney, Major. 
Carmichael, Rev. H. 
Gilbert, George A. 
Hargraves, E. H. 
:Hart, Henri J., .T.P. 

Agg, A, J. 
Ashley, E. 
Balmain, J alnes. 
Barkly, Sir Henry. 
Barwick, J ames. 
Bennett, J. B. 
Baxter, Rev. W. 
Blow, W. W. 
Blundell, J. J. 
Brewster, E. J. 
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