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men behave that the gsecretary of the institu- disputes which had arisen, and the opposition ' .

: ] ? 7. tion was obliged to apply fora police constable they had met with in resard to the putting

THE NEWTJU[TE Ecgﬁév LI 0§ INSTL-) to be placed in the building, as there was a | | up of that back hall and buildings, that some
: fear that it would be injured or destroyed by of the gentlemen of the late committee pre-

. h o ial st £ th the men. To show that the site near which ferred rocking about in the still water of

The layiug of the memotia, 51073 0 e || the building stood was nob exactly in the inactivity rather than in braving enterprise on
large new hal and other buildings in con. cenire of ths civilisation of Melbourae at the the ocean of advancement. However, they

nexion with the Melbourne Mechanics’ Insti- time he referred to, he read an extract from ed that now. They had launched
tute took place yesterday, at the back portion the Port Phillip Gazette of January, 1842, The Eﬁgrbgrﬁnfla,‘;daﬁe “?isged to s{zy, as c;‘pmin of
of the existing hall, where the new buildings, || extract was as follows :—*' The eastern ond of | | the vessel for the present, that ho felt almost
the walls of which are now raised some height | | Colling-street would be much improved, and certain it would be a successful undertakiog.
from the ground, are situated. Theceremony |} rendered more safo, if the local Government | | In s few years from now it would be necessary
wes porformed by Mr. H. Biers, the president | | would employ some of their idle hands in for some person who would be sufficiently
of the institute, the members of the com- ) felling the trees and removing fallen trees aud enterprising vo attach the front part of their
mittee and a large number of the subscribers stumps. At present of a durk night it is buildingg, and he hoped they would then be
| being in attendance. dangerous for vebicles to pass 1n this direc able to show a better front to the public, as
! In the cavity in_the wall unde_arneabh where tion, and tho lives of the inhabitants are well as one which would be more conformable
the stone was laid was derosited & bottle, thereby endengered.” He was aleo informed to the handsome buildings they had around
contsining the current coins of the realm that the auctioncer, in gelling the allotments them. He might also say that from what
from one farthing to one soveroign, thﬂ,l‘abwr where the holl stood, described them as being they were doing at present they would
being of the new Victorian mintage. I'here |1 very desirable for villa or suburban residences b "oble to give greater advantages to |
were besides in the botsle copies of 1'h¢ In further illustration of the progress that had the members of the institution, be- |
Argus, Telegraph, and Age of the day, P'}d of been made in Melbourne and the colony since causo they could call upon liberal and
{%?21@0“3 of the institute from 1350 to the erection of thehexistlilfgthaﬂ, he ﬁeadanz soientific gentlemen to give them lectures
. ) ) following paragraph published in the [for i u worthy of the metro-
Mr. Alfred L. Smith, the architoect of the Phillip Gazette of the 3rd September, 1842 1 — gﬁ;gh a‘g(é l(rlep;);a tﬁﬁr ﬁcmrers for their
institute, prior to the ceremony presented <u ' he Hall of Arts erected by tho mombors of ouble.  Indeed, he belioved they would be
behalf of the subscribers a bandsome silver | | the Mechanic’s Institafo is nearly complety, able, with the co-operation of like institu-
trowel, suitably insciibed, to Mr. Biers. and will be ready for occupation in the courss tions, to make offers to gentlemen in the old
The PrusiDENT laid the stone In the usual of a few days. The sizo, arrangement, and countries to come to the antipodes and give
manner, and then delivered a short address architectural proportions of this building will those here the latest advantages of their
to the gentlomen and ladies and members 10 male it, when finished, the noblest edifice re:earches in science and art. In conclusion,

attendance, Ile begged to return his most in the province.” While he could hardly go Lo thavked the committee and tho officers
heartfelt thanks to the members for the the whole length with the writer of that || and the members for the hearty support they

honour they had done him in deputing him paragraph, it showed the general position of had given him in carrying out the project for

to lay the memorial stono of thoir new insti- affairs at that time, and the vast progress made the new hall and buildings, (Cheers.)

tution. Around him he saw, with feclings of | | in the metropulis of Victoiia since then was The proceedings so far_as laying tho stonu

pride, tangible evidences of their progross, apparent to all.  On the sawme subjoct of pro was concerned then terminated, but a gathoer-

but there had been difficulties aud obstruc- yress he mentioned two other circumstavces | 1 jng took place immediately afrorwards in the

tions to overcome in regard to 1, and in connexion yvxth the ceremony, one of reading-toom of the ingtitution, and tho

he might say that as history ropeuted which was that in the bottle _deposu;ed nuder health of the prasident and succoss to the

iteelf in mattors of the world, so it had |1 the stone there was a sovereign of the new || jngtitution were there drunk.

done in regard to their institution, The Victorian mintage, the first that had been The now buildings, together with alfera

first idea in regard to its formation arose from pluced under the memotial stone of auy tions to the reading-room and the front

gome members of the Union Bunetit Society building in the colony ; and the other the buildings, will cost about £7,000. The hail

in 1839, and in 1842 tenders wore accepted for fact that thoe bottlo itself was manufactured will be @ fine Jarge room, capable of holding

the front buildiugs in Collins-s.reet, for the by Messys. L. L. Mount and Co., of the Flint 1,250, and of the dimensions of 1C0ft, long by

gum of £1,921. Then obstructions arosv from Glass Works, Victoria-street, West Molbourne, || §ufe. wide and 38ft. high, Tho other build-

gome disagreoments botweon the contractors and presented to him ior the occasion. Wiiile ings now being erectzd will comprise com-

and the committeo about the way 1n which | | the progress he had referred to had gono ou I mittee-rooms, ladies’ rooms, class  rooms,

the specifications wero carried out, and the in the colony generally since 1812, ho_could offices for the resident sccretary, and other

contractors took possession of the buildiug. bardly undoerstand how the auchorities of LCCOSSATY TOOIDS,
They placed their men in it with the view of 1 | that institution had allowed it to rowmain - » ;

keeping possession, snd 80 riotously did the comparatively still ; but he gathored from the
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Viscountess Canterbury,

| 1840, a few gentlemen, who had by purchase

7jon in the courae of a few days.

TUE MELBOURNE ATHENZEUM,

The expression ‘‘an old friend with a new
face” is not an uncommon one, and the
meaning of it is pretty geverally understood ;
but when an old friend not cnly puts on a '
dificrent appearance but adopts a new nams, \
too, the question of his identity is only to be
cpcken of by those who have known him very
intimately indeed ; by those who understand
Lis peculiar habits and general constitution,
in addition to recollecting what his appearance
was like. At present thisis the case with the
buildirg known for so many years as the
Velbourne Mechanics' Institute. It hag re-

ently undergone a developmental change
Jmost as great as that of the grub into the
hutterfly, only the simile does not convey the
idea of stability, combined with elegance,
which properly belongs to the buildings
recently erected. For a detailed description
of these we refer the reader to our issue of
Thursday, 31st October last.

Yesterdny evening the ceremony of the
fermal inauguration was performed by His
wxcellency the Governor, who ascended to
1iix place on the platform, accompanied by his
Hoenour Sir Redmond Barry, and attended
hy his private secretary and aide-de-camp,
with the mem-
bers of her family, occupied seats in the
halcony at the south end of the hall. The
Philharmonic Scciety occupied the whole of
iLe back part of the platform, the orchestra
— ubout 35—being in the centre. The National
Authem baving been given by the band, the
oresident of the institution, Mr. Henry Biers,
read an address to His Excellency, which we
«ubjoiv, as being of interest—

*“May it please your Txcellency,—As presi-
dent of the institution which you have
favoured with your presence this evening, 1
luve bren deputed to lay before your Excel
eney o few particulars connected with its
history. On the 13th of August, in the year

ar:d cenatious formed a small library for
cirenlution, commissioned Mr. Thos, Hamilton
Osborne to purchase two allotments of land
at a Government land sale, each having
a frontage of 06ft. to Collins-street, and
extending back to Little Collins-street. The
purchase-money of theso two allotments
arvounted to £285; they would now fotch a
bigher price per foot frontage. The larger
portion of the block was subdivided and sold
o advantage—66it, frontage to Collins-street |
by 155ft. deep being retained for the purpose
of erecting the first Mechanics’ Institute in
Victoria. The cost of this building was £1,921.
and it was thus described in the nowspaper of
;i e day :—* The Hall of Arts, erected by the
members of the Mechanics' Institute, is

!
P

|

| heen lost in carrying out the wishes of tho

| mcdating about 1,000 persons.

_ing the additional rooms
| proved entrance, has been about £7,000. Tho
" omfort and convenience of the members

nesrly complete, and will beready for occupa-

The size, .
arrangement, and architectural proportions -
of this building will make it, when finished,
1he noblest edifice in the province.” This may
e better understood when we learn that the
suctioneer recommended the allotments as
n.ost desirable for suburban residences. The
irstitute thus called into existence gerved the
purposes  of its promoters until tho year
1853, whin the large influx of population
consequent upon the gold discovery induced
the committee to entortain the project of
crecting a hall gimilar to thatin which we ,
a1e now assembled. Application was made !
tv the Government for assistance, and in 1854 ¢
he sum of £5,000 was placed upon the ¢
listimutes for the erection of ‘ a new theatre, !
ad otherwise extending the Mechanics’ |
Listitution,” Thus encouraged, the com-
mwitteo called for tenders, crected the prescut
trout oflices, purchased an additional piece of
lai:d, and laid down foundations of thetr
‘utended new hall, pbut they were groatly
inken aback when on application to the
Treasurer they were infor_med that * the vots
bad tapsed,” and therefore there wag 10
£5 000 forthcoming. T'he money which they
Liad already expended had been advanced by
he Bank of Augtralasin upon tho pergonal
~ceurity of ) g
:.'z'td toysatisfy the bank’s claim thoy gbtamed a
oooxtgbgo on tho property. io_r_!;)o,()()(); but
e were still other heavy 1lab_1htles hanging
over the institution, which seno_us}y_lmpedv
s Progress, After some momorialising of tho
Chief Sceretary, )
I dgod 1he justice of tho clainsg
iy forward, and aguwin place
£5,000 on the Jstimates ; bub as
wag 1O Mmore tlllan was }tscussmy to pay off
, mortgage, the comiplties
;}(“sxlt[l:n gtog bind themselves to carry out tho
¢ xtensions which they and thoe Uovermugnb
Lad  previously contemplated ; therefore,

two members ot tho comrnittee,

the Government acknow- '

- ypressed satisfaction of the muemboers.

i e, your Excellency, on

: contenting itself with providing the membe 8

‘Melbourne,’ to the great regret of all well-
. wishers of its progress. .
lest year, believing that, with the necessary

i

which WO“E | yowned your exertions, I
the sum (*)b . bope that this hall,
this amount |  oyyected with it,

|
i

woro not it & gpjount thoy have boon exocted,

in  liem of thus pledging themselves,

1hey relingnished their claim to a piece
f Jand reserved for the purpose of a-
sMechanics' Imstitute in Russell-street,

.+ the rear of our prcsent Public Library

‘The pext attempt towards building a hal

was made in 1859 by raising tha requisite
sronnt by debentures, and it appears that
i cn {his occasion a little more energy had
been thrown into the matter, the projecs
night have bheen carried out toa successfu
iseue ) it however fell through, and for the
-ucceeding 12 years, nothing of importanc

was accomplished, each suc_:cessive committea
with their books and newspapers, now and
then waking up to the extent of a lecture or
o concert, but soon relepeing into inactivity,
_arping for the jnstitution such uncompli-
mentary epithets as ‘tho sleepy hollow of

In the beginning of

cuprort frora the memberg, I could success-
fully carry out the long-wished for hall, I
introduced the subject to the notice of the
members at theannueal general meeting of that
yesT, and endeavoured to show that the addi-
'ions would not ornly do the jostitution credit,
tut extend its usefulness, and ab the sametime
te a sound ccmmercial gpeculation. The
m¢mbers at that meeting were ananimous as
ro the desitability of extending the scope of
.Le irstitution, and instructed the cominittee
0 tske the matter into tbeir early consider-
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continue permanently to merit the designation
of the Melbourne Athenzam, which I now
declare to be open.

The party then quitted the platform for f
their seats in the balcony, and the inaugural
concert commenced, This swvas supported by ‘ .
the Melbourne Philharmonic Society and the '
Melbourne German - Liedertafel, and was
further adorned by the solo performances of

-

%MD é/ %AM oLl CPeecte s Wm

avicn. It is pot necessary to give the
yvasticulars of the strugglo that ensued
letween the pregressive and non.pro-
gressive members of the institution, suffice :
“t to say that as the former formed the !
v¢1y much larger number, the preliminaries
were brought to a successful issue. Competi-
«ive designs were invited, that of Mr. Alfred
L. Smoith was accepted, and in April of the
esent year the committee were enabled to
sccept the tender of Messrs. Turnbnll and |
Dickfor the erection of the buildings. When
it is considered that but little more than six
m.enihs since the spot on which your Excel-
lerey is now_standing was
honting ground of the Chinese chiffonnier it
v.ust be admitted that but little time has

a favourite |

“ness, and the yolume (
' union with voices of the choir was a severe

Mrs. Cutter and Mrs, Smythe. There was an
excellent orchestra, led by Mr. BE. King and
conducted by Mr. David Lee. They #ave the
overtures to Nicolai’'s ‘‘ Merry Wives of |
Windsor,” and Weber's * Furyanthe;” and
Haydn's *‘Surprise” symphony. In addition i <
to these, they played accompaniments to the |’ ' »
whole of the pieees in which the Liedertafel | -

was not engaged. Amongst all these pieces = |
the second movement (andante) in Haydn's : ¢
symphony met with the heartiest applause.
It was the best understood on &ccount of its
great popularity, and it was the most enjoyed
because it was played softly and gently, Cone
ductors of orchestras will find that in halls
of the capacity of this of the Melbourne !
Athensum, they must tone down the exubsrant
gpirits of their instrumentalists, particularly
in the matter of brass and drums. They
may have their orchestras numerically strong

to the fullest extent they can afford to pay
for, but they must teach them the beauty of
the piano style of playing. In the two -
choruses by the Melbourne Philharmonic
Society, the accompaniments were highly in-
gpiriting, although erring on the side of loud-
of sound produced in -
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test to the acoustic qualities of the hall; but
it stood the ordeal well, and gave great satis- ] '
faction to those who took an interest and i
watched the result. The choruses we alludeto ;
were the final one from ‘‘The Anucient .
Mariner,” which completely _carried the
?.udience with it where the singers struck
into the passage in 3-4 time, 0, sweeter »
than the marriage feast.” The other was the y
‘¢ Hall_elujah,” from the '*Messiah,” whichalso .}
was given with most impressive effect, the = |

et s

/é onecl

i

atdience standing the while. The Liedertafel
gave two gelections—the first. by Fischer,
was entitled ‘‘Der Studenten Nachtgesang,”
a very pretty composition, but the perform-

é}' Wz&/g M eTuslel 4 Wﬂc/é{adq)

membere. The hall is 100ft. long, 49ft. wide,
+r.d 58ft. in height, and is capable of accom-
Great care
tas been taken to provide ample ventilation,
nd the two Boards of Health have given
‘heir certificates that in this respect, and in
‘he provision for egress in cases of emergency,
‘here is pothing wanting. The cost, inclad-
and the greatly im-

have slso been studied, the rqading-room has
heen enlarged and refitted with elegant and
ubstantial furniture. One of the new rooms

|

s

!

is intended mainly for the use of ladies,
spd apother is set apart as a conversation
snd smoking room for the members, of
#Dbich it is but reasonable to expect there will
he & considerable increasein the ensuing year.
Praise is fairly due to the architect for his
.kill and thoughtfulness, to the contractors
for the faithful manner in which their work
t.oa been performed, and to the clerk of the
werks for his careful supervision on behalf of
‘he institution. Many of the committee have
given much time to insure the completion of
'he necessary accessaries in accordance with
e more substantial works, and have been
_pecuraged in their labours by the freque%ti!ly

¢
atter forsomelittle time past have not enjoyed
Leir full amount of accommodation, but it
iy Loped that the great improvement in this
rerpect will prove to be ample compensation
‘ur the temporary inconvenience, Permit
behalf of the com:
wiiice snd members of the institution, to
render you our most respectful thanks for
yeur kindness in agsenting to their wishes that
vcu should inaugurate their new building,
snd T have the honour to request that your
lixcellency will declare the hall open under its
new designation of ‘The Melbourne Athe-
pwum,” "

Tn reply to this, His ExceELLENCY read tho
following reply i—

« My, President and Gentlemen,—I have
heard with interest your account of theorigin

and progess of this institution.

“In congratulating you on the perseverancoe
with which you have met and overcome the.
Jifliculties to which you have referred, and on
tho cuomplete success which has uat length
wish to express my
and the other buildings

those for whose mental improvement and

may be fully utilised by

| ance ‘of it was entirely wanting

Freischutz,” In this the lights and shades . :
' were well preserved, and by means of it the . |
“gociety vindicated its claim »

in that -
aplomb and precision which generally charac- ' °
rerise the vocal cfforts of this society. In their
second selection they gained a hearty and well
deserved encore for their finished rendering

.f the ‘‘Huntsman’s Chorus” from ‘ Der

/ , |
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K@ T

to the high con-
sideration it enjoys. Mrs. Smythe sang a
ccuple of songs, **Iam Alone,” by Barnett;
and ‘' Sing, Sweet Bird” (Ganz). Both in |
voice and manner Mrs. Smythe appeared to
great advantage, and swg the last-named
song so well that it had to be repeated to -
satisfy a general wish to that effuct, Mrs,
Cutter sang * Ah quel giorno " (Rossini), and
a quaint but most beautiful song by Meyer. .
beer, entitled * Fisher Maiden.,” 'L'his song
quite took the audience by storm, and 1§, too,
hed to be repeated. This 1ady's great vocal 4
power and easy gtyle of singing engaged in ;
the reproduction of such a thoroughly fresh

and characteristic sonig &s this, made 1t pros
bably the moest noteworthy event of the ' - .
evening. Mr. D, Lee showed groat skill in = . S
his management of the orchestra, the Haydn T

symophony being creditable to all engaged in
it.  Mr. Sprinckhorn, as conductor of the : % ¢
ULI AN, Jwg [T Hov o« S 7/% |
% ‘ Wﬂz&// ﬁuu,c% Ao %ﬁa PGLY seest 2 Seinlesre /\

Sy 4 S

——

47244)%%— %’/' e Mwm &/sz

~

IR

C e d g in RS

je ottt pefe, be asliflios

s S e A ke P AT T
.

o s s

Dy this movement of theirs, the president

Liedertafel, must also take some share of
credit for the manner in which the ‘* Huonts-
man’s Chorus” was given. In this instance
C Ptaltel WL(, 47 %‘/M Wﬂ&t%(fi
. P ' ‘ .
" : -
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Mr. Ascherberg was the sccompanist ay the
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1lis Excellency and party remained till the
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and committee of the Meibourne Athenwam
have so thoroughly rid themselves of the
reproach of insctivity which way so often
levelled at the management of the Mechanics’ !
Institute that they can scarcely miss their . cn
“reward in the hearty patronage of an appres -
ciative publie, ;

% !,/W/
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was played and sung by tho pand and chorus
i1y

united.
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txcellency the Governor, who asconded to | n:¢mibers at that weeting were unanimous as f;(k)xl; g%;;}e%&guofteﬁg;igzm ﬂig bfﬁgbzvgg Lo

} 1iix place on the platform accompanied by his | o the desirability of extending the scope of | chorus s AGERE
T ’ 16 Qesite . . es by the Melbourne Philharmonic .

Honour Sir Redmond Barry, and attended +Le irstitution, and instructed th‘i‘ comm}gtee Society, they accompaniments were highly in-

| by his private secretary and aide-de-camp. ‘o {oke the matter into their early consider- | giriting although erring on the side of lond-

Viscountess Canterbury, with the mem- wicn. It is not mecessary to give the |\ nacsand the volume of sound produced in

rasticulars of the struggle that ensued . . : .
1 tcrs of her family, occupied seats in the : '$U€Q 1) union with volces of the choir wag a severe '
ers Ly P eals 1n between the progressive and NOWDIO- | teutto the acoustic qualities of the hall; but .

] valcony at the south end of the hall. The | gressive members of the institution, suflice || ; . é o
{ Prilbarmonic Scciety occupied the whole of | it to say that as the former formed the }gg:ﬁ:’f :get(ﬁ%%galw‘m}l%o%idagr?v?n%;gg‘:ts?;i é ‘;"'.
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iho back part of the platform, the orchestra | ver much larger number, the preliminaries - 1 o
Y —about 35—being in the centre. The National v.elye brought t% a successful issue. Competi- . watch%% th%resillt. T hfe choru‘sie%kv;v N alelud'e to ...,
] Authem having been given by the band, the | rive designs were invited, that of Mr. Alfred | g{ere_ S Wb A\ T etel 0 . (‘ilc“’g“
sresident of the institution, Mr. Henry Biers, | L. Sroith was accepted, and in April of the a(tir_mer, 'vtvhlc‘ t %Omp elf y carried the
O nddress to His Txcellency, which we | riesent year the committee WeTo enablod to | ot the 1o 1t waere the sipgers strack
+ubjoin, as being of interest— sccept the tender of Messrs. Turnbnll and | 1 e passage in 3-4 time, ° 0, sweeter

v . . A , A 3 than the marriage feast.,” The other was the =
May it please your Excellency,—As presi- Dickfor the erection of the buildings. When i « b iy " TR
dent of the institution which you have | itis considered that but little more than six wgalglfgg%ah‘:vitfﬁozg&eimhﬁg:;z;‘% gf}g&? i’{}ﬁg

favoured with your presence this evening, I } wenths since the spot on which your Excel- § g.gi - ; :

have been deputed to lay before your Excel | lercy is now standing was a _favourito gkgéelét‘fostgaggﬁgo ﬂﬁ_ v:ﬁge.ﬁrg‘;hebLleg%rtgfgl
ency o few particulars connected with its | henting ground of the Chinese chiffonnier it } was entitled **Der Studenten I\'Ia.c%b elsa?ne »
history. On the 13th of August, in theyear | n.ust e admitted that but little time has | 3 very pretty composition, but the gerforgril-
1840, n few gentlemen, who had by purchase § been lost in carrying out the wishes of the § 4nce 'of it was entirely ' wantin o hat
ard Genaticus formed a small library for § members. The hall is 100it. long, 49%t. wide, § ¢lomb and precision which generagll cha.m‘::- |
circulation, commissioned Mr. Thos, Hamilton | sy.d 38ft. in height, and is capable of accom- | carise the vocal e fforts U this societ yIn their
Osborne to purchase two allotments of land | mcdating sbout 1,000 persons, Great care | cecond selection they gained a haart{; and well

ot & Government land sale, each having | has been taken to provide am le ventilation, . . :
a frontage of 66ft. to Colling-street, and | .nd the two Boarl:ls of Healgh have given deserved encore for their finished rendering

. » . . (X1 * n [T .
extending back to Little Colling-street. The | heir certificates that in this respect, and in ‘Ffreit::}%utzfgunﬁ“ﬁ?ss tkgh(ﬁut:ts f;gg’ sh a%g; L
purchase-money of these two allobments § he provision for egress in cases of emergency, | \vere well preserved, and b gmeans of it the | .
alpounted' to £285 f’ they would now fotch &} ihere is pothing wanting. The cost, includ- oty vindicated i't,s claimy e oh one o
bigher price per foot frontage. The laracr | ing the additional rooms and the greatly im- k' Gderntion it enjoys. Mrs Smythegsa: -
portion of the block was subdivided and sold l (roved entrance, has been about £7,000. The o of oy M lone by B B &
to advantage—66ft. frontage to Collins-street | cmfort and convenience of the members couple of sopgs, ' 1am Alone,” by Barnett; |
by 155ft. deep being retained for the purpose | have also been studied, the reading-room has
of erecting the first Mechanics’ Institute in § heen ¢nlarged and refitted with elegant and
Victoria. The cost of this building was £1,921. ubstantial furniture. One of the new rooms
and it was thus described in the newspaper of | is intended mainly for the use of ladies,
;Lo day :— The Hall of Arts, erectod by the § und another is set apart as a conversation
members of the Mechanics’ Institute, 18} 4rd smoking room for the members, of
ncerly complete, and will beready for occupa: | wlhich it is but reasonable to expect there will
.tion in the course of a few days. The size, | te a considerable increase in the ensuing year.
arrangement, and architectural proportions ! prajee is fairly due to the architect for his
of this building will make it, when finished, | kil and thoughtfulness, to the contractors
'he noblest edifice in the province.” This may . for the faithful manner in which their work
be better anderstood when we learn that 18 | taq been performed, and to the clerk of the
auctioneer recommended the _allohments a8 "' works for his careful supervision on behalf of
“‘OSttd‘Es"ﬁble fﬁr d"‘.‘b,:"b”“? {esmunces. d'l;{le ihe institution. DMany of the committeo have
ir.stitute thus called into existence served b7 ! given much time to insure the completion of W§ 1 \

wurposes of its promoters untfnl nhel );?a.; "he necessary accessaries in accordanco with ?ffnmha(.)r;lag%ggnt (?Ifeglil&gfghg:t,{ﬁ' érlllgaf;[:gdiﬁ .
1853, when the large influx ot pops b on 3. lore substantial works, and have been syophony B N : ‘

t upon the gold discovery indoced ; p it. Mr. Sprinckhorn, as conductor of the
?ﬁgsggzxexgitteg to en%ertain the project of | -veouraged in their labouxs by the frequent!y 1} yjedertafel, must also tale some share of

. b : 9% . .xpressed satisfaction of the members. The b g . T . o
cxlzct;:gigv gsseiﬁxlbféanllaipg{icm?gr:n ;V;l;cl\;avag L for somelittle time past have not enjoyed credit for the manner in which the ‘' Hunts
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h : p man’s Chorus” was given: In this instance :
to the Government for assistance, and in 1854 _lh“”r f_‘zlnﬂ?‘?({‘ﬁnt of 1‘390“"2023]%;‘;' irtl)utbh!b Mr. Ascherberg was the accompanist at the
the sum of £5,000 was placed upon tho ¥ ',.S,‘Q_mr()_g ma roge g:g%elgr?;[ev compensatiol: pisnoforte.

Istimates for the erection of ‘a new theat_re,' . ~‘l)(’u')'ew tmf) o 5 _inconvenience Pormit His Excellency and party romained till the
and otherwise extending the Mechanics' | ;r); our Exgellen); on behalf of the com- last, and upon retiring, the National Anthem
Lustitution.” Thus encouraged, the com- '.'n?’ d b;f; of the institution, to was played and sung by tho pand and chorus
mittee called for tenders, erceted the present ’Tmf[!(“ ?)!1]1 oglre[x‘;losts O rectful thanks 'soo || united.
ront offices, purchased an additional ploGy of ﬂ'(.‘g-yd in agsentin pto their wishes that By this movement of theirs, the president
land, and laid down foundations of their {icur: }:n {1des_s na i tt;gheir oir wishos thot | and s ot tho Moiboutne Athenwam |
tended new hall, but they wero greatly &"(‘(ll I% 10“ t‘ﬁ“ﬁgggur v roquest that youn'* { bave so thoroughly rid thomselves of the |
rnken aback when on application to the F“ 1 ;mve '1? declare the hall open under its reproach of inactivity which was o often |
Treasurer they were informed that * the vobs 1 53t énq’r Wlt- of ‘The Melbpourne Athe. | levelled at the management of the Mechanics’ | -
tad lapsed},’ and tha;ﬁ?iﬁoﬁg;l“%hxﬁsﬂfg :i‘:m epens ion  lustitute that they can scarcely miss their |
f 0 in S ‘ . . nl . [ i g C ! .
f,;f%‘},-iﬁ;fxpen%ed had been advanced by | Inreply to this, His EXOELLENCY read the | éf&?‘fg;‘ll‘blt#}e bearty patronage of an appro |
e Bauls of Australasia upon the personal | following reply i—
~ccurity of two members of the committee, “ My, President and Gentlemen,—I have [¢ , ——
.nd to satisfy the bank’s claim they obtained & pheard with interest your account of the origin }i : e ‘
uortgage on the property for £5,000; bat ), progess of this institution. N
\Lcre were still other heavy liabilities hanging ¢ In congratulating you on the perseveranco
its progress, Aftex some memorialising of the , difficulties to which you have referred, and on !
Chiof Scoretary, the Government 8cknow- o complote success which has ab length | .
I dged the justice of the claimg which were | ;yrowned your exertions, I wish to expresd my | "
Ly forward, and agsin placed the sum of i e that this hall, and the other buildings: .
£5,000 ou the Fstimates ; but as this amount | .o ected with it, M, be fully utilised by ot

| )

wag no more’ than was necessary to pay off | \Joge for whose men al improvement and L \ R

| it e St ity P . o /%S m/éwd

1
i
i
1
!
\

S

&

and * Sing, Sweet Bird” (Ganz). Both in
voice and manner Mrs. Smythe appeared to
erent advantage, and s.ng the last-named ' -

song so well that it had to be repeated to '

satisfy a general wish to that effect. Mrs, " °
Cutter sang ‘* Ah quel giorno " (Rossini), and i
a quaint but most beautiful song by Meyer. .
beer, entitled ‘' Fisher Maiden.” 'T'his song
quite took the audience by storm, and it, too,
hed to be repeated. This lody's great vocal
power and easy style of singing engaged in .
the reproduction of such a thoroughly fresh '}
and characteristic song &s this, made it pro-
bably the most noteworthy event of the
evening. Mr. D, Lee showed groat skill in
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