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REPORT OF THE OOJVIlVIITTEE OF 1VIANAGE1VIENT 

OF THE 

MELBOURNE ATHENJEUM 

FOR THE YEAR 1873. 

1. THE COlnnlittee have l11uch pleas:ure in present.ing· the Inem
bers of the Institution ·with a report of the transactions of the 

past year. 

2. The prog'ress Inade by the Institution has proved of an 
enlinently satisfactory nature. The general revenue rose from 
£1022 Is. 4d. for 1872 to £2015 lIs. Gel. for 1873,'Nhile the 

nun1ber of subscribers increased fi'0111 640 to 1130. 

a. At a special 111eeting' held on February lOth, 1873, the 
subscription to the Ladies' Reading' Roonl was fixed at ten 

shillings per ann lun. 

4. The additions to the Library during' 1873 an10unt to 705 

vohunes. '1'he nlunber ,vould have been considerably g-reater 
,vere it not for the fact that, cOInparatively speaking, very f€HV 
publications of sterling rnerit have been issued ±i'01l1 the English 
press during' the latter 1110nths of the year. rrhe ·work of re

org'anising' the Library is no'v in progTess. A large quantity 
of surplus and lllutilated books have been ,vithcli'u\vn feo111 the 

shelves they uselessly enclunberecl; these have been sold at fair 
prices, and the space they occupied is available for fresh addi
tions. A uniforln and l110re handsome style of binding' than that 
for1ner1y in vogue has been adopted, the result being' an iln
provement in durability as ·well as appeal'ance. rrhe COll1111ittee, 
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fully alive to the chief element of success in all libraries of a 
circulating' nature, have given orders to largely supplenlent the 
existing' stock of books by conlpleting' the sets of \vell-kno,vn 
authors' ,Yorks, and securing' a supply of the latest publications 

per lnail ste:l1ner. 

5. In the Reading' Rooms the nU111ber of papers has been 
larg'ely aUO'lnented and still further additions ·will be ll1ade to 

,0 , 

meet increasing re(luirelnents. It is estinlated that the l1ulnber 
. of visits 1nacle to the principal Reading' Roonl during the year 

vvas up\vards of 100,000. A saving of nearly t,Ye.nty-five per 
cent. has heel1 recently effected in the cost of the English 
periodicals furnished to the Institution, and an increased supply 

vvill shortly be 011 the tables. 

6. 'rIle iollo\ving' chUises have been inaugurated, and are w·ell 
attended, viz., French, (iernup1, Elocution, Sing'ing and D~ncing. 
Offers have been received f1'Ol11 experienced teachers for the for
Illation of other classes for instruction in Latin, Spanish, I taliun, 
English Literature, Free.-hancl andl\lechanical Dra,ving' and Oil 
Pain ting', A preparatory class for Oi viI Service Exalllillation 
candidates is also on the list. On the receipt of sufficient 11alnes 
for anyone of these, steps \vill be at once taken to con1111ence 

the class. 

7. The ne,Y Hall, \vhich only required to be kno,Yn to becon1e 
popular, has been in good denland, and has g'ivell general satis
faction. During' the latter half of the year the revenue derived 
£roln it has exceeded expectations. Its adaptability to the most 
varied uses is sufficiently proved by its having' been rented for 
lectures, concerts, dinners, poultry sho,Y, bazaars, exhibition of 
pictures, of dissolving' views, speech-day gatherings, sales by 
auction of estates and pictures, election 11leetings, quadrille as-

semblies, and private balls. 

S. The Hall has been found to be particularly ,veIl adapted for 
private balls. '1'he perfect ventilation and admirable dancing
floor have met "vith the entire approval of all present on these 
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occasions. Intimations have been received vV hich ,varrant the 
belief that the Hall will be engaged for luany private balls 
during' the next season. 

9. 'The Sl11all Hall has been repaired and decorated, and is 
found of great use, especially in connection \vith the Large Hall. 
The spare r00111S have also been fi'equently rented for slna11 
meetings, &c. 

10. The public ICitchen has been furnished and fitted vvith 
larg'e patent range, high-pressure steanl boiler, stea1ll plate
closet, dressers, &~c., sufficient for the preparation of a dinner for 
200 persons. There is an increasing' del11ancl for the aCCOlnmo
dation \vhich the kitchen affords. 

11. In April last a deputation ,yaited on His Excellency Sir 
Georg'e Bovven, ,yho assented to the request. that he vvould 
becoIlle patron of the institution, and desired that his name 
should be enrolled all10ngst the life 111e111be1's. 

12. In ~1ay last the Conl1llittee caIne to the conclusion that 
the interests of the Institution delnanded greater activity than 
1\11". Thoillpson's advanced years ·would per1nit. After consulta
tion vvith Mr. Tho11Jpson on the subject, he tendered his re
signation as Secretary conditionally upon a year's salary being' 
awarded to hinl, to "vhich ter111S, in consideration of 1\11'. 'rholnp
son's lengthened service, the 00111n1ittee assented. The OOln
mittee further unani11l0usly resolved to elect 1\1r. Tho111pson an 
honorary n1en1ber of the Institution, which resolution "vas con
veyed to hinl in the forn1 of an ilhuninated address. 

13. Advertise1nents calling for applications for the Secretary
ship produced 115 candidates. After careful consideration the 
Committee selected 1\1r. Garnet Walch to fill the vacant office. 

14. The desirableness of holding' periodical soirees was referred 
to in last year's report. Several of these agreeable reunions 
were held towards the close of the year, and received increasing
support on each succeeding' occasion . 
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15. STATISTICAL STATEMENT OF TRANSAOTIONS FOR THE 
LAST EIGHTEEN YEARS. 
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£ s. d. 

185G 590 269 :~OO 12,4,:35 1,010 

1857 587 274 :350 1;3,070 2,075 

1858 567 174 350 18,175 2,117 85 6 0 

1859 506 144 407 16,514 2,038 742 17 9 

1860 488 118 220 20,274 ~3 "4~3 GG8 8 9 . ,,) . 
1861 6:35 284 145 21,144 4,52:3 G09 14 2 

1862 600 209 :344 19,128 5,093 508 8 0 

1863 569 176 401 23,262 5,101 451 11 5 

1864 512 127 350 13, ;305 6,249 427 17 2 

1865 471 146 398 12,912 8,152 2:38 :3 :3 

1866 450 12:3 270 13,102 9,100 60 14 2 

1867 4:37 117 217 1:3,146 9,899 1:39 6 6 

1868 458 131 430 1:3,249 11,378 190 16 11 

1869 460 129 413 13,614 10,278 94 5 7 

1870 510 170 382 14,022 11,705 20 4 2 

1871 547 168 627 19,60:3 11,927 -

1872 GL10 252 426 20,226 12,447 610 14 8 

1873 1,139 655 705 34,886 15,176 1,085 7 6 
, 

16. rrhe follo\ving' sho\vs the proportions in vvhich the various 
classes of works have been issued during' the last three years :-

CLASSIFICATION. 1871. 1872. IS73. 

Agriculture, COlnmerce and Statistics 57 24 ~3 ... 0 

1\1:echanics, :Matbelnatical Sciences, Archi-
tecture, Engineering and Useful Arts. 61 102 113 

BiognLphy, Speeches and Correspondence ... 575 740 1503 

Classics and Philology ... . .. .. , 88 150 225 

Fine Arts ... . . . .. .. . . .. 47 48 110 

Geography, Voyages, Travels, and Descrip-
ti ve vV orks ... " . . .. . .. 968 1124 2007 

History and I-listorical 'Memoirs ... . .. 825 618 1346 

J urispruc1ence and Legislation ... . .. 13 10 18 

Medical Science and Chemistry 
')6 51 54 .. . ... oj 

Miscellaneous nnd Collective 'Yorks ... 1027 1135 2051 

Natural History and Botany ... .. . ... 111 104 403 

vV orks of Fiction . . . . .. ... . .. 12,641 12,815 21,780 

Music ... . .. ., . . .. . .. . .. 20 19 25 

Perodical Literature ... ... . .. . . 2393 2499 3749 

Philosop11Y and General Science ... . .. 335 299 773 

Poetry and the Drama ... . .. . .. 283 279 358 

Politics ... ... . .. . .. . .. . .. 39 40 103 

Religious and Ecclesiastical vVorks ... 84 169 215 

19,603 20,226 34,886 

I 
I_! 

It ,yill be noticed that there is a greatly increased issue in almost 
every department, especially in "yorks on BiogTaphy, Geog'raphy, 
History, Natural History, and General Science, the circulation of 

vvhich has n101'e than doubled. 

The nUll1ber of ~lag'azines circulated in 1873 \vas 15,176. 

17. rrhe nlllnber of visitors introduced by 111elnbers to the 
Reading' I{ooln, under the regulations of }tule 10, ,vas one hun-

.and sixty-one. 

18. The Governn1en't has contributed during' the year :

Victorian Parlimneutary Debates, 1873. 
Votes and Proceedings of the Parliament of Victoria, 1873. 
Governn1ent Gazette. 1873. 
Acts of Parlialllent of Victoria, 1873. 
Official Hecorc1 Victorian Exhibits, London International Exhibition 

18"'10) rr ' 
c 'OJ, L'\':C. 

19. The follo,ving donations of vyorks have also been kindly 

n1acle :-
Homceopathic "Vorlc1, 1873, by J arrold and Sons, London. 
l\1:onthly IVIicl'oscopical Journal, 1873, by n1r. J. Scott. 
Journal of the Society of Arts, London, by the Society. 
S1ater's Queensland Almanac for 1874, by IVI1'. Slater. 
vValch's Tasmanian Almanac, 1874, by 1\1:essrs. J. vValch & Sons. 
'Victorian Zo01ogical and Acclimatisation Society Proceeclings and 

Anllual Heport~ 1873, by the Society. 
Thorn's Dircctory for 1873, by Mr. Georo'e Robertson. 
Christianity Shown from Itself to be a Divine Revelation to M:an, by 

the author, Rev. John Cooper. 
N ew 1\~ethod to Learn Frcnch, by the author, 1\1. G. Le Roy. 
IVlcmoll's of Dr. Conolly-Demoniacs of the New Testament An 

Inquiry concerning the Indications of Insanity~ The Constrn~tion 
of Governnlent Lunatic Asylums. by Mr. IIorsfall. 

Hill's Oratorical Trainer (7th edition)', by the author. 
Children. in He~lth [Lnd D~sease, by the author, Dr. Deaney. 
Heart DIseases III AustralIa, by the author, Dr. Reeves. 
The Sugar Beet, by the author, 1\1:1'. Nathaniel Levi. 
Dryden's and Shakespeare's Poems, by Mr. Sandford. 
Family Year-Book for 1874, by the compiler, lVI1'. P. C. Alcock. 

By the Governl11ent of New South Wales:

Blue Book, N.S.vV., 1872. 
Statistical Register, N.S. VV., 1872. 
Estimates of Probable Income and Expenditure of the Government 

of N.S.vV., 18'73. 
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By the Council of the Province of Otag'o, New Zealand:

Vot~s and Pr?ccedillgs ?f the Provincial Council, Session 31, 1873. 
OrdInances ot the ProvInce of Otago, N. Z. 

The proprietors of the principal daily and ,veekly newspapers in 
the city and suburbs have also contributed one copy each of their 

journals. 

20. rrhere have been held 18 General 1\feetings of the Com
lnittee during' the year, as "veIl as 55 l\ieeting's of Sub-Comluittees 
(Finance, Library, House, and Elnergency). Of the 18 General 
Meetino1s b , 

TIle P'l'es'ident-II. BIERS, ESQ. ... attended 17 

The Vice-President-D. BENJAMIN, ESQ. 
T1'eaS1.we?'-The floN. D. E. WILKIE, M.D. 

E. IVI. GIBBS, ESQ., (Trustee)... ... 

COMMITTEE. 

J. Barwick ... 11 H. R. Fuge 
H. Meeks ... · .. 17 VV. Gillbee ... 

" 
" 
" 

. .. 
S. Gardiner • • • · .. 12 H. flarris (resigned) 
A. Mackenzie (disqualified) 0 J. M. Telllpleton ... 
J. T. Batten ... ... · .. 17 II. ThOlnas ... 

· .. 13 VV. Olarke ... 

18 
2 

2 

· .. 
· .. 
· .. 
· .. 

Rev. J. M. Strongman 
Judge Oope... ... · .. 10 D. Blair (elected 16th June) 
R. Jack 16 "V. levers, jun. " 

13 
() 

2 
11 
11 
14 
11 
9 

21. During the year there vvere tV{O vacancies in the' Com
l11ittee, caused by the resig'nation of :1\11'. Henry Harris, and the 
disqualification of J\I1'. A. Mackenzie, in consequence of non
attendance. These vacancies vvere filled on 16th June by the 
election of :1\iessrs. David Blair and W. levers, jun. 

22. In accordance with the rules the follo,ving' seven g'entle
men retire, but are elig'ible for re-election :-J\fessrs. J. Bar,vick 
D. Blair, H. R. Pug-e, S. Gardiner, W. levers, jun., R. Jack, and 

the Rev. J. 1\1:. Strong'111an. . 

23. 'fhe Comlllittee cannot butcong'ratulate the melnbers upon 
the rapid advancement Iuade by the Institution during the short 
space of the last t,velve months, and take the opportunity of 
reminding mem.bers how much may yet be accomplished by 
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mutual understanding and cordial co-operation. It has been 
especially gratifying' to find that many subscribers, both old and 
new, have not rested content with extending their individual 
support to the Athemeum, hut have been the means of inducing' 
their friends to join. It is to be hoped that the g'oocl example 

thus set "vill be largely follo·wed. 

TERMS: 

Annual Subscription-entitling Menlbers to the use of Libral'Y, Reading 

ROOID, Lectures, &c. 

Half-yearly Suoocription 

Life Membership 

Annual Subscription to the LacHes' Reading Room 

One Pounc1. 

. Ten Shillings . 

Ten Guineas. 

Ten Shillings .. 

No Entrance Fee is chargec1. New Members can join at any period of the year. 

The sons and apprentices of Members, uncleI' sixteen years of age, mfty be admitted as 

Junior Members upon the payment of Ten Shillings annual subscription. 

:Members have the privilege or gftining for nny friend who shalllivo beyond the precincts 

of Melbourne, or who shall be a naval or military officer, or the captain of 'a vessel trading to 

this port, free admission to the Reading Room for the periocl of ono month in any year, by 

entering the name and address in the Introdnction Book. 

The Reading Room is opcn daily from S a.m. to 10 p.m., Sundays and Public Holidays· 

excepted. 

The Library is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 4 to G p.m,; and 7 to 9 p.m. 

On Saturdays the Library is closcd from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

,. 
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Dr. The Tre{Mnlre1~ in account C'U1~rent with the 1Jlelbou1"ne Athenceurn. Cr. 

To Balance from 1872, General Account 
" "Building Account 

Rents of Offices 
Lettings Large Hall 
Small Hall and Rooms 

Subscriptions, yearly and half-yeft-rly ... 

" 
Life-

His Excellency Sir Geo. Bowen 
N. Thornley, Esq., Hamilton 

Donations-
J. H. Rose, Esq. 
T. Moubray, Esq. 

Class Fees, Fines, &c. 
Sales Waste Paper, Surplus Books, &0. 
Catalogues sold (480) 

Library Deposits received 
Overcharged Interest returned by Bank 
Balance due Bank New South \Vales ... 

£255 15 0 
49-1: ]6 9 
134 13 8 

10 10 0 
10 10 0 

1 0 0 
10 10 0 

3 13 6 
100 611 

24 0 0 

D.A. VID E. WILKIE. 

£157 10 4 
721 9 0 

885 5 5 
960 4 6 

21 o 0 

11 10 0 

128 0 5 
6 0 0 
:310 2 

708 18 7 

£3,603 8 5 

MELBOURNE, 16th JanuaJ'Y, 1874. HONOR~\'RY TREASUHER. 

By Salaries
Secretary 

" Rent Allowance, four months ... 
£210 8 

11 13 
145 13 
122 10 

4 
4 
4 
0 

Librarian 
Hallkeeper 

£490 5 0 
Gas 
Fuel 
Stationery 
Postages 
Petty Cash 

Printing 
Ad vertising 

Books 
lIIagazines 
Newspapers 
Binding 

Furniture-
Seating in Large and Small Halls ... 
Matting, Curtains, &c. &c .... 

Fittings-
Kitchen Apparatns 
Gas Fittings 
Sundry " 

Repairs and Decorations of Small Hall 
" General, to Officos, &c. 

Insurance 
City anLl Lighting Rates 
'Vater Rate 

Interest on Loan on Mortgage, 1872-3 

" 
Bank Overdraft 

Building A.ceount-
BaJance to Turnbull and Dick, contractors 

" A. L. Smith, architect ... 
.r. Dell, surveyor 
Nation rl.llc1 Co., Clearing Foundations 

144 17 3 
4 12 0 

20 4 0 
3 19 [) 

121G 4 

57 9 6 
48 16 0 

10~ 1 '7 
112 17 1 
120 12 1 
66 4 2 

304: 1 10 
112 8 8 

] 22 1 (j G 
65 0 0 
13 11 3 

1 ')') ,... ..... 1 () 

44: 10 7 

13 8 6 
31 16 8 
19 2 6 

50G 7 G 
15 8 6 

630 9 0 
75 1 8 

6 G 0 
3 J7 (j 

Balance of Inangnr~tion Expenses 
Clerical and nlmnml Assistance 
Catalogues 
COlllmission-'V. Thompson, £, 17 7s. 9d.; R. S. Smythe, £5 5s. 
Retiring AIIO\vance to late Secretary 
Engrossing and Illuminating Address to late Secretary 
Deposits returned 
Sundries 
Petty Cash in hand ... 

186 9 0 

106 5 6 

401 14 11 

416 10 6 

201 7 0 

166 12 1 

64: 7 8 

521 16 0 

715 14 2 
~ 12 0 

18 8 3 
58 5 0 
23 2 9 

200 0 0 
500 
7 10 0 

11 0 0 
5 7 10 

£3,603 8 5 

By Balance forward, Cash due to Bank ... £708 18 7 

Examined and found correct, P. S. SINCLAIR 1 
CRAS. LUSH, , 5 AUDITORS. 

Dr. BALANC'E /3HEE'1~ 1873. Cr. 

LIABILITIES. 
To Sa.laries, &0. 

Gas 
Books 
Magazines ... 
Newspapers 
Binding 
Printing 
Ad vertising 
Repairs, &c. 
Furniture, &c. 
Stationery 
Oity Rates 
Library Deposits due 
Dr. Balance Expenses of

Anniversary Soiree ... 
Loan under Mortgage ... 
Due to Bank 

Balance 

MELBOURNE, 16th January, 1874. 

. .. 

£46 13 4 
i32 10 2 
78 8]0 
62 19 5 
59 13 6 
20 11 3 

6 1:'5 0 
2 1() 0 
5 13 9 

17 8 6 
7 11 6 

14 15 0 
6]0 0 

18 13 8 
7,000 0 0 

708 18 7 
11,063 14 6 

£19,149 2 0 

DA VrD E. WILKIE, 
RON. TREASURER. 

Hents Due-Offices 
Old Hall anel Rooms 

ASSETS. 

Secondhrmd Periodicals, Papers, &c. 
ESTnrATBD VALUE 01,' PnOPERTY-

Freehold and Building ... 
Library 
Furniture ... 

Examineel and founel cOlTect, 

£17,000 0 0 
1,250 ° ° 

850 ° 0 

£23 0 0 
J6 2 0 
10 0 0 

]9,100 0 0 

£ 19,149 2 0 

P. S. SINCLAIR, l AUDITORS 
CRAS. LUSH, j . 

-- -- ---- ' 
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Lang, nev. Dr. 
Lcrwc, Ht. Hon. Robert 
lVIaekenzic, Hev. D., IVLA. 
Maguire, J. F. 

1\lol'ison, Rev. A. 
Nicholson, Sir Charles 
Thompson, vValter 
V\Tilson, Edward 

LIFE MEMBERS. 

His Excellency Sir George Bowen. 

Agg, A. J. 
Ashley, E. 
Balmain, James 
Barkly, Sir Henry 
Barwick, J alues 
Bennett, J. B. 
Baxter, Rev. ,V. 
Blow, Vi. VV. 
Blundell, J. J. 
Brewster, E. J. 
Broadfoot, A. A. 
BrowD, 'r., junr. 
Burn, ,V. C. 
Oalllpbell, D. S. 
Campbell, R. 
Carson, J. 
Chanlbers, H. J. 
Ohilders, Rt. Hon.H.O.E. 
ChiTnsic1e, T. 
Chisholm, J. M. 
Clay, F. L. 
Clowes, flenry 
Clowes, R. 
Coates, VV. 
Cock, C. 
Cole, G. VV. 
Cooke, H. 
Cope, I-Iis Honour J uc1ge 
Cosgrave, John 
Dalgety, J. G. 
Dallachy, J. 
Davis, P. 
Dickson, T. 
Dow, J. F. 
Easy, VV. 
Foxton, J. G. 

Gil1bec, VV. 
Goldsbrough, R. 
Greoves, HOll. A. F. A. 
Gibbs, Ed\vard 1\1. 
Gibbs, J all1es H. 
Godby, J. 
I-Ia,l't. Lmvis 
IIeales, H. 
I-lea,pe, B. 
Heape, C. 
I-lill, A. 
H oddle, H. 
I-Iooc1, J. 
1-Ierring, J. 
IZer, n. 
Kerr, H. 
IZuox, R. 
Langlanc1s, J, 
Langlands, ~r. 
Leslie, A. 
Little, F. A. 
Lush, E. 
Lush, J. 
1\iackenzie, 'V. IL, junr. 
1\1e1 bourne, Bishop of 
1\ioody, L. A. 
:Moo1', IIenry 
1\iortimer. I-I. "YV. 
Mouritz, G. A. 
1\1urphy, G. R. 
M'Arthur, D. C. 
M'Crea, Andrew 1\1-
1\1pne, G. 
Moffatt, D. 
Motherwell, J. B., M.D. 
l\10ubray, T. 

Mullaly, J. 
Nicholson, G. 
Onne, Oharles 
Oswald, J. 
Overton, VV. 
O'Farrell, P. A. C. 
Pascoe, J. R. 
Pasley, C. 
Pohhnan, I-lis I-lOil. Judge 
Hae, J. 
Hose, J. I-I. 
Hoss, .A..lfred 
Husden, A. 
Snlith. A. L. 
Smith', J. 1\1:. 
Slnitb, R. 
Snowball, J. 
Splatt, vV. F. 
Stevens, F. P. 
Stevenson, J. 
Strode, 'rhomas 
Stunner, Hon. T. J. 
Thornley, N. 
Tuckett, 'V. H. 
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