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'/I REPORT OF l'HE COM~IITTEE 

OF THE 

MELBOURNE ATHENAiJUM 
FOR THE YEAR 1874. 

• 

I. 'fhe C01nmittee of the Melbourne Athenreunl no\v 

'Submit the Report of their proceedings during the past 
twelve nlonths, together with State1nent of Receipts and 
Expenditure. 

2. Reference to the balance-sheet will show that the in
-come during 1874 a1110unted to £2320 18s. 8d., being an 

increase of £305 78. 2d. over the revenue for the previoul3 
year. 

3. The COlTIrnittee have satisfaction in 8tati~g that ~j47 
new 111e111ber8 joined the Institution, and that the total 
nUI11ber at present on the roll a1110unts to 1354 111e111be1'8, 
,colnprised as follows, viz.:-Yearly and half-yearly 111en1-
bel's, 1236; life n1e1nbers, 104; honorary melubers, 14. 

4. Particular attention has been bestowed upon the 
Library, and the Con1nlittee have not been sparing in 

-devoting to it as large a portion of the incolne as possible. 
The number of books added in 1~74 al110unts to 1414, as 
,against 705 in 1873, and the year's circulation shows an 

increase of 4843 volull1es. The expenditure on the Library 
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and Reading Rooln has been £666 lOs. Gel in 1874, as, 
against £401 14s. lId. in 1873. 

5. The COll11nittee, feeling that it would add to the con

venience of n18111bers and afford theln increased oppor-

tunities of using the Library, procured the services of an 
assistant, and have thereby been enctbled for S0111e tin1e past

to open the Library daily (Saturdays excepted) without 

interlnif:)sion, fro111 8.30 a.nl. to D p.lll., instead of at stated 

periods as previously. A supplelllentary catalogue, of new 

books has just been printed and is no\v obtainable. 

6. In the Reading Roonl the supply of newspapers and 

periodicals has been Inaintained at a high standard, and the 

COlnnli ttee are glad to note the increasingly large attend
ance of nlenl bel'S visiting the rOOln. 

7. Telegraphic notices of the arrivals and departures of 

Shipping are now posted three tillles daily ill the Reading 

Roonl. This ne,v feature ,vin, no doubt, -prove a great 

convenience to such n1elnbers as are interested in COll1-
. mercial affairs. 

8. The Classes have increased in nlunber, the C01111nittee 

-having held out every encouragell1ent for their fornlation 

and continuance, believing thenl to forn1 one of the n1ain 
objects of the Institution. 

9. A series of excellent Lectures on Chell1istry ,vas C0111-

nlenced, but on account of the inadequate support given to 

thenl by the 1118n1bers and the public generally, they vvere 

discontinued. Several lectures on various subjects vvere 

given by public lecturers, to -"vhich, by arl'angen1ent, Ine111-
hers vvere adnlitted at half the charge to the public. 

10. The dell1and for the use of the Halls and R00111S has 

considerably increased during the yecll', the revenue froll1 

this source being' uly\vards of £200 in excess of htst year. 
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- 11. In accordance \vith a recoll1111endcttion of the last 

Annual lVIeeting of n1e111 bel'S, the Con11nittee elected Henry 

Biers, Esq., your late President, an honorary 11lelnber, and 

presente'd hilll with this Inark of your appreciation of his 

;services on behalf of the Institution in the forln of an 
illluninated and engrossed testilnonial. 

12. During the nl0nth of SepteInber the COlll111ittee re

,ceived a requisition calling UpOll thell1 to convene a Ineeting 

of the 1nembers to tctke into consideration the desirableness 

·of opening the Reading Roonl on Sundays. In accordance 

with the requisition the Iheeting took place on October 12, 

,and was attended by upwards of 500 n1e1nbers. The sub

ject was discussed at great longth, the proposal, on division, 

\ 

, 

) 

: 

, 

being negatived by a considercLble Inajority. 

13. STATISTICAL STATEl\1:ENT OF TRANSACTIONS FOR THE 
LAST NINETEEN YEARS. 

u} U) I=l U) I=l UJ U) • 0 Q.l 0 ~;..; ;..; Q.l"lj Q.l ...... ~ . ...... 0Q.l ~2 '"'Q.l s .j.J ....... .j.J 

YEAR. • ..0 I=ll"(j ::::::l~ N ::l d LIABILITY • ,0 ~ zS ;::!I"(j 
f"'"""'I -r-4 :=J ca.1""'i ~ 

ZC3 o~ o 0 CJ:) .-' Q.l 
d B ~ ~ ~ ~ ;..; ....... ~ [) 0 

590 269 300 12,435 1,010 £ s. d. 1856 
587 274 :350 13,070 2,075 1857 

1858 567 174 350 18,175 2,117 85 '6 0 
1859 506 144 407 16,514 2~038 742 17 9 
1860 488 118 220 20,274 3,343 668 8 9 
1861 635 284 145 21,144 4.523 609 14 2 

I 

1862 600 209 344 19,128 5,093 508 8 ° 1863 569 176 401 23,262 5,101 451 II 5 
1864 512 127 350 13,305 6,249 427 17 2 
1865 4'71 146 398 12,912 8,152 238 3 3 
1866 450 123 270 1:3,102 9,100 60 14 2 
1867 437 117 217 13,146 9:899 139 6 6 
1868 458 131 4:30 13,249 11,378 190 16 11 
1869 460 129 413 13,614 10,278 94 5 7 
1870 510 170 382 14,022 11;705 20 4 2 
1871 547 168 627 19,603 11,927 -
1872 640 252 426 20,226 12,447 610 14 8 
1873 11:39 655 705 34,886 15,1'76 1085 7 6 
1874 12:36 547 1414 3~), 729 12.323 980 10 2 
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14. The following shows the proportions in which the 
various classes of works ha.ve been issued during the last, 
three years:-

CLASSH'ICA'l'ION. 1872. 1873. 1874. 

--_._---------_._-----------

Agriculture, Commerce and Statistics ... 
Mechanics, Mathematical Sciences, Archi-

30 

J 

, 

. tecture, Engineering and Useful Arts. 
BlOgraphy, Speeches and Correspondence ... 
S~assics and Philology . . . . .. . . .. 

24 

102 
740 
150 

53 

113 
1503 

225 
110 

75 : 
1625 :' 

152 j 

] Ille Arts ... ... '.. ... . .. 48 
Geography, Voyages, Travels, and Descrip-

tive Works ... .oo 

History and Historical Menloirs :: : 
Jurisprudence and Legislation .. . 
M~dical Science and Chenlistry .. . 
MIscellaneous and Collective 'Vorks 
Natural History and Botany ... 
W or ks of Fiction .. . . oo ••• 

Music .. . .. . ... .. . . .. 
Periodical Literature... ... . .. 
Philosophy and General Science ... 
Poetry and the Drama ... .. 
Politics... ... . .. 
Religious and Ecclesiastical' 'Vork~' . 

· .. 
· .. 

1124 
618 
10 
51 

· .. 1135 
104 

... 12,815 
••• 

· .. · .. 
· .. 

19 
2499 
299 
279 
40 

169 

2007 
1346 

18 
54 

2051 
403 

21,780 
25 

3749 
773 
358 
103 
215 

106 

2320 
1115 

25 
45 

2853 
231 

26,256 
30 

3280 
846 
380 
128 
232 

----------
20,226 34,886 ::19,729 

There has therefore been an increased issue of work:s in 
several departments, includino~ Bioaraphy Geoaraphy 00' 0 , 

Travels, &c., Miscellaneous Literature, Fiction and General 
Science. 

15. The number of visitors introduced by melnbers to
the Reading Room, under the provisions of Rule 10, was. 
one hundred and eighty-three. 

16. The Governn1ent has contributed during the year:-

Victorian Parliamentary Debates, 1874. 
Votes and Proceedings of the Parliament of Victoria, 1874. 
Government Gazette, 1874. 
Acts of Parliament, 1874. 
Annual Repo~t, D~partment of Agriculture, 1873 and 1874. 
P~ogre.ss of VIctorIa: a Statistical Essay, by Mr. W. H. Archer .. 
VICtorIan Year Book for 1873, by Mr. H. H. Hayter. 
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17. The following donations of works have also been 

kindly Inade:-
Monthly Microscopical Journal, 1874, by Mr. J. Scott. 
Journal of the Society of Arts~ London, by the Society. 
Transactions Royal Society of Victoria, vol. X., by the Society. 
Proceedings Zoological and Acclimatization Society of Victoria, vol. 

III., by the Society. 
Water Supply of Bomba.y, by the author) Major Hector 'rulloch. 
Notes of a Tour in New Zealand, by the author, ~Ir. It II. Hayter. 
The Angora Goat (2 copies), by the author, ~lr. S. Wilson. 
The Man in the Iron ~Iask, G. G. ~I'Crae, presented by Mr. W. 

Westgarth. 
Newton Goodrich's Poetical vVorks (2 copies), by the author. 
Custom-House Handbook, Victoria, by the author, lVIr. H. C. vYigg. 
Papers in Arithmetic and Algebra, by the compiler, NIl'. I. W. Ball. 
Guide to Spiritualism, by the author, Mr. J. Tyermall. 
Slater's Queensland Almanac~ 1875, by ~Ir. Slater. 
'Yalch's Tasmanian Almanac, 1875, by Messrs. J. 'Valch and Sons. 
Family Year-Book for 1875, by the compiler, ~lr. P. C. Alcock. 

By the Government of New Sou tIl Wales:
Blue Book, N.S. 'V., 1873. 
Statistical Register, N.S. \V., 187:~. . . 
Estimates of Probab1e Income and Expenditure of the Government 

of N.S.W., 1874. 
Letters of Registration of Inventions, N.S.'V. 
Report on Public Charities~ N.S. VV·. 

By the Council of the Province of Otago, N e,v Zealand :-
Votes and Proceedings of the Provincial Council, Session 1874. 
Ordinances of the Province of Otago, N. Z. 

TIle proprietors of the principal daily and \veekly newspapers 
in the city and suburbs have also contributed one copy each 

of their journals. 

18. There have been held 16 Meetings of the Conlnlittee 

during the year. Of these-
The P1'esident-Mr. DAVID BENJAMIN ... attended 16 

The Vice-p'J'esident-JuDGE COPE ... ... 
" 

11 

COMMIT'l'EE. 

Mr. J. Barwick • •• · .. 9 Mr. W. levers • •• 

" 
J. T. Batten · .. 7 " 

R. Jack ... . .. 
" 

D. Blair ... · .. 12 ~, H. Meeks 

" 
W. Clarke • •• 8 Rev. J. M. Strongnlan 

" 
H. R. Fuge • •• · .. 10 1\'lr. J. 1\'1. Templeton 

" 
S. Gardiner . .. ... 7 " Thomas ... 

" 
W. Gillbee · .. 10 

" 
Biers (ex o.tfido) ••• 

" 
J. Horsfall ••• • •• 14 

... 12 

.,. 9 

... 12 

... 11 

... 6 

. .. 13 
... 16 
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19. In addition to the President, Vice-President, Treasurer 
and Curator, the following C0111111ittee-1l1en retire, viz.: 

Messrs. J. T. Batten, W. Clark:e, W. Gillbee, J osep11 Horsfall, 
H. Meel{s, J. M. Ten1pletol1, H. Tholnas and H. Biers (ex 
offic'io ). 

20. The C0111111ittee, in concluding their Report, canllot 
but express their satisfaction at the great strides the Insti

tution has Inacle during the past three years, and cain assure 

the 111elnbers that the !ielbourne Athenreulll is fast attain
ing the first position al110ngst the literary and educational 

institutions of the colonies; a position ,vhich can only be 

secured by a generous and increased assistance being 
accorded to those ,vho are entrusted \vith the Inanagen1ent. 
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TERMS: 

Annual Subscription-entitling Membel;s to the use of 

Library, Reading Room, Lectures, &c. . . . ••• . .. One Pound. 
Ten Shillings. Half-yearly Subscription ... 
Ten Guineas. J.Jife Mem bershi p • • • .. . . . . • • • ••• 

Annual Subscription to the Ladies' Reading Room ... Ten Shillings. 

No Entrance Fee is charged. New :Members can join at any period of 

the year. 

The sons and apprentices of Members, under sixteen years of age, may 
be adlnitted as Junior Members upon the payment of Ten Shillings annual 

subscription. 

Members have the privilege of gaining for any friend who shall live 
beyond the precincts of l\1elbourne, or who shall be a naval or military 
officer, or the captain of a vessel trading to this port, free admission to the 
Reading Room for the period of one month in any year, by entering the 

name and address in the Introduction Book. 

The Reading Room is open daily from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sundays and 

Public Holidays excepted. 

The Library is open from 8.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

On Saturdays the Library is closed from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
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THE TREASURER IN ACCOUNT CURRENT WITH THE 1VIELBOURNE ATHENlEUM. 

Dr. Po')' the yea?' ending 31st JJcoe1nbcr, 1874. Cr. 

To Petty Cash in hand 
Lettings Large Hall 

" Small Hall and Rooms 
Rents of Offices 

Subscriptions, yearly and half-yearly 

" 
Life-

T. B. Payne, Esq. •. 

Class Fees, Fines, &c. .. 
Sales 'Vaste Paper, Surplus Books, &c. 
Cata.logues soW (2D5) 

Balance. due to Bank 

£564 19 4 
272 14 6 
252 15 0 

1103 12 6 

10 10 0 

3 4 9 
98 7 9 
14 15 0 

£5 7 10 

1090 8 10 

1114 2 6 

.. 
116 7 6 
64:2 16 11 

""~·'····llt·;:~::::,,," • -~-~~-~. ,--," .,·1 LJ' 
-""'5 .. ,,,,~, 

MELBOURNE, 15th JanuaJ'Y, 1875. 

£2969 3 7 

DAVID E. 'WILKIE, 
HONORARY TUEASURER. 

By Balance from 1873 due to Bank .• 
SaJaries, &c.-

Secretary .. 
" Rent Allowance, 7 months .. 

Librarian .. 
Assistant .. 
Hallkeeper 

Books .. 
Ma~azines 
Newspapers 
Binding 
Stationery 

Printing 
Advertising 

Gas 
Fuel 
Postages 
Petty Cash 

Furniture 
FittillgS-

. , .. 

Reading Room ancl Library .. 
Large Hall 
Sundry ~. 

Insnrance 
City and Lighting Rates 
Water Rate 

Interest on Loan on Mortgage ~ .. 

" 
Bank Overdraft 

General Repairs 
Painting Front of Building 
Clerical and Manual Assistance .. 
Dr. Balance Anniversary Soiree, Nov., 1873 

" " Scientific Lecttll'e Account .. 
Barometer for Rending Room 

£256 5 0 
20 8 4 

156 0 0 
28 14 6 

113 10 0 

306 7 2 
101 4 10 
159 17 3 

99 1 3 
35 14 3 

38 17 0 
25 10 6 

162 7 9 
226 
875 
9 19 0 

16 10 11 
23 14 9 

4 12 6 

18 15 0 
39 6 8 
7 10 0 
--

420 0 0 
62 1 8 

Engrossing and Illuminating Address, H. Biers, Esq. 
Deposits Returned 
Sundries 
Petty Cash in hand 

£708 18 7 

574 17 10 

702 4 9 

64 7 6 

182 16 8 
11 4 3 

44 18 2 

65 11 8 

482 1 8 
18 8 10 
3~ 15 0 
13 6 0 
18 13 8 

3 7 4 
3 10 0 

10 10 0 
9 10 0 

17 1 3 
405 

By Balance forward, Cash due ~o Bank 

Examined and found correct. 

£2969 3 7 

.. £64.2 16 11 

JOHN HALL 1 
GEORGE LUSH,S AUDITORS. 

Dr. ASfJfETS AND LI.ABILITIES. Cr. 

LIABILITIES. 

To Salaries, &c. 
Books .. 
:Magazillcs 
Kewspaper::; 
TIindillg 
~tatiol1ery 
J\{lYcrtising 
PriT::.t!ng 
(inc; 

City Rate 
,Vater Hate 
Loan under .Mortgage· 
Due to Dank 

Balance 

MI~TJnOUl'tNE, 15th JW211CtJ'y 1875. 

£51 6 8 
46 9 0 
46 3 3 
Gl 15 9 
2G 14 10 

!) 4 6 
7 15 0 

18 8 0 
47 1 :3 
14 15 0 
800 

7,000 0 0 
. G~12 Hi 11 

.. 11,4i]c.!: 11 9 

£19,415 1 11 

DAVIn E. \VILKIE, 
HONOllARY TREASURER. 

ASSETS. 

By Rent l1nc-Large Hall 
Small Hall and Rooms 
Offiees .. 

By Class-Fees due 
Second-hand Pallers, Periodicals, &c. 
Petty Cash in hallll 

ESTDIATED VALUE OF PROPERTY
Freehold and Building 
Library 
Furniture 

Examined and found ~cOlTect. 

" 

£17 11 0 
21 17 6 
650 

.. 17,000 0 0 
1,500 0 0 

850 0 0 

£45 13 6 
5 8 0 

10 0 0 
405 

-19,350 0 0 

£19,415 1 11 

JOHN BALL J 
GEORGE LUSH, .A.UDI'l'ORS. 

..., 
'\ 



Ii 

r 
Ii 

12 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Barney, Major 
Biers, Henry 
Carmichael, Rev. H. 
Gilbert, George A. 
Hargraves, E. H. 

Hart, Henri J., J.P. 
Lang, Rev. Dr. 
Lowe, Rt. Hon. Robert 
Mackenzie, Rev. D.,1\I.A. 
Maguire, J. F. 

Morison, Rev. A. 
Nicholson, Sir Oharles 
Thompson, vValter 
Wilson, Edward 

LIFE MEMBERS. 

His Excellency Sir George Bowen. 

Agg, A. J. 
Ashley, E. 
Balmail1, J alues 
BHrkly, Sir Henry 
Barwick, James 
BHxter, Rev. W. 
Bennett, J. B. 
Blow, W. VV. 
Bluuc1ell, J. J. 
Brewster, E. J. 
Broadfoot, A. A. 
Brown, T., junr. 
Burn, VV. C. 
Campbell, D. S. 
Campbell, R. 
Carson, J. 
Chmnbers, H. J. 
Childers, Rt. Hon.H.C.E. 
Chirnside, T. 
Chishohu, J. M. 
Clay, F. L. 
Clowes, Henry 
Clowes, R. 
Coates, VV. 
Cock, C. 
Cole, G. VV. 
Cooke, H. 
Cope, His Honour Judge 
Cosgrave, John 
Dalgety, J. G. 
Dallachy, J. 
Davies, E. 
Davis, P. 
Dickson, T. 
Easy, 'V. 

Foxton, J. G. 
Gillbee, W. 
Goldsbrougb, R. 
Gibbs, Ed ward :ThL 
Gibbs, James H. 
Godby, J. 
Heales, R. 
Heape, B. 
Heape, C. 
Hill, A. 
Hoddle, R. 
Hood, J. 
Herring, J. 
ReI', R. 
I{err, R. 
Iillox, R. 
Langlands, J. 
Langlands, T. 
Leslie, A. 
Little, F. A. 
Lush, E. 
Lush, J. 
1\1 'Arthur, D. C. 
Mackenzie, VV. H., jun. 
Melbourne, Bishop of 
Milne, G. 
1\iofIatt, D. 
1\ioody, L. A. 
1\ioor, Henry 
1\lortimer, H. W. 
Motherwell, J. B., M.D. 
1\ioubray, T. 
Mouritz, G. A. 
1\iullaly, J. 
Murphy, G. R. 

Nicholson, G. 
O'Farrell, P. A. C. 
Orme, Charles 
Oswald, J. 
Overton, vV. 
Pascoe, J. R. 
Pasley, C. 
Payne, T. B. 
Pohhnau, lIis Hon. Judge 
Rae, J. 
Hose, J. H. 
Ross, Alfred 
Rusden, A. 
Snlith, A. L. 
SInith, J. M. 
Smith, R. 
Snowball, J. 
Splatt, W. F. 
Stevens, F. P. 
Stevenson, J. 
Strode, Thomas 
Sumner, Hon. T. J. 
Thornley, N. 
Tuckett, W. H. 
Turner, George 
Vivian, G·. VV. 
vValsh, F. 
Walsh, H. S. 
vVestgarth, vV m. 
Wharton, G. 
'Villde, Hon. D. E., M.D. 
Wilkie, Joseph 
vVilliams, B. 
Williamson, Charles 
vVise"yould, J. 
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SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS. 

Abbott, D. 
. Aberdeen, E. 
Abernethy, Hev. J. lVr. 
AbrahmTIs, H. 
Abrey~ 1\1rs. 
Ackman, S. 
AdalTI, vV. 
AdalTIS, J. 'V., jun. 
Adams, vV In. 
Adan1son, J. 

,. Adalnson, "'tV. 
Agg, B. J. 
Ainsley, J. 
Ainsley, J. B. 
Aitkin, A. 
Alcock, P. C. 
Alexander, J. N. 
... ~lexancler) S. G. 
Allan , Alex. 
Allan, A. 0. 
Allan, Geo. 
Allan, G. L. 
Allen, J. 
Alston, T. 
Alston, 'V. 
Ambler, vV. L. 
Amess, Alex. 
Amsinck, Capt. 
Amsinck, F. 'tV. 
Anderson, A. 
Anderson, C. 
Anderson, J. F. 
Anderson, T. Y. 
Andrew, J. 
Andre,vs, 'V. I(. 
Annanc1, G. 
Anthony, F. 
A ppm'ley, J. 
Al'lTIstl'on g, J. 
Asbeck, A. 
Aspinall, 1\1iss 
Astley, VV. 
Atchison, J. 
Atkinson, J. P. 
Atkinson, VV. B. 
Attenborough, T. 
Aveling, A. 
Aylwiu, J. H. 
Azzopardi, A. 

Backhonse, Rev. B. 
Bacon, lVI. T. 

Bage, "V. 
Bagge, J as . 
Bailey, Jas. 
Bailey, J obn 
Bailey, Thos. 
Bailliere, F. F. 
BairstovY, J. T. 
Baker, Geo. 
Baker, J. E. 
Balderson, vV. Ii. 

. Ball, I. \V. 
Ballard, Chas. 
Balnler, R. 
Balston, VV. 
Bamber, J. 
Bannel'lnan, J. 
Barbel', C. 
Barclay, J. S. 
Bardin, Rev. C. P. IVI. 
Barke, T. vV. 
Barnet, N. 
Barrow, J. L. 
Bartley, VV m. 
Bartram, H. VV. 
Bass, Fredk. 
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