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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
OF 'fIlE 

MELBOURNE ATHENlEUM 
FOR THE ·YEA.R 1876. 

• 

1. The Comlnittee of the ~Ielbourne Athellffium have 
much pleasure in presenting the subscribers with the Report 
of the transactions of the past twelve months. 

2. There is every cause for satisfaction as regards the 
prospects of the Institution, which seems to have fully 
entered. upon a career of usefulp.ess and prosperity' such as 
its warmest well-wishers could desire. 

3. The revenue sho"vs a still further increase over that 
reported for 1875-the receipts for 1876 amounting to 
£2846 13s. 4d. The bank overdraft shown in last Balance­
sheet has been liquidated, and, notwithstanding the unlool{ed 
for extra expenditure referred to in Clause 17 of this Report, 
the funds in hand ctlllount t.o £375 198. 2d., more than suffi­
cient to meet all outstanding current liabilities. 

4. The number of Inelnber8 on the roll on 31st December, 
1876, was 1601, COlllposecl of 1460 yearly and half-yearly 
subscribers, 28 quarterly subscribers, 99 life members, and 14 
honorary· members. The subscriptions for the year alnount 
to £1492 3s., as against £1241 5s. in 1875, or <tIl increase of 
no less than £250 18s. N e,v Inembers to the number of 567. 
joined during 1876. 

.5. The revision of the Library has received considerable 
. . 

attention. A nUlnber of mutilated and surplus books have 
been withdrawn, and their places filled by fresh copies of 
standard works. A contract has been eliterecl into for· a 
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direct supply of the latest current literature by each mail 
steamer, the first shipment being shortly expected. 

6. The amount expended on the Library and Reading 
Room, inclusive of outstanding liabilities in those depart­
ments, is £816 lOs. 2d. The volumes added number 980; 
and several extra copies of leading magazines and news­
papers have been subscribed for. There are 110"\V upwards 
of 200 newspapers and 150 magazines supplied regularly. 

7. A new Ca~alogue of the Library has been prepared 
and is now ready. It is arranged upon the principle of 
classification followed in the Public Library, and founded 
upon that of the British Muselull. This alteration, it is 
believed, will prove very acceptable to reading members, as 
it affords them increased facilities for speedy reference to 
the works of well-known authors. Special attention is 
directed to the new Juvenile Department, containing works 
suited to the tastes of junior subscribers. 

8. The attendance both in the Reading Room and Library 
has been very large. The bound volumes issued during the 
year amount to 43,115, and of magazines no less than 
10,500 monthly parts were taken out. 

9. The ventilation of the Reading Roorn has been improved 
upon what is known as the Tobin systeIn, and the alteration 
appears to have given satisfaction. 

10. The classes have been moderately well attended. 
They comprise the following-French, German, Italian, 
Phonography, Singing, the subjects for the Civil Service and 
Matriculation Examinations, &c. 

,11. The large Hall has fully maintained its popularity, 
and has been in constant demand. It returned a revenue of 
£759 12s. ld. for 1876. The sInall Lecture Hall has also been 
frequently occupied, and has yielded £199 4s. The 'rooms 
let for classes, meetings, &c., show a rental of £59 5s. 6d. 

12. Seeing that the funds in hand exceed all outstanding 
current liabilities, and that the revenue continues jn a most 
satisfactory condition, the Committee beg to point out to the 

5 

nlembers that the time has fairly 'arrived when the decora­
tion of the large Hall and approaches should be proceeded 
with. During the past three years the Hall has returned an 
income considerably in e,xcess of working expenses and 
interest on cost of erection, and it has becolue imperative 

, that such decoration should be at once proceeded with. 

13. The four offices· in front have been let regularly. 
The revenue from this source amounts to £247 5s. 

14. At a Special General Meeting of members, held 24th 
August, 1876, revised Rules of the Institution were sub­
mitted, and the majority were confirmed. The principal 
change effected was the alteration in the rate of subscrip­
tion to 21s. annually and 12s. 6d. half-yearly. A quarterly 
subscription of 7s. 6d. was also authorised. The beneficial 
effect of this slight advance in the terms of subscription 
has already been felt in a greatly increased proportion of 
annual as compared with half-yearly subscriptions; while 
the extra shillings and half-crowns which fall so lightly on 
individuals make in the aggregate a useful addition to the 
general revenue of the Institution. The quarterly subscrip­
tions are, as yet, very few. 

15. During the year the question of improved aCCOlumo­
dation was tak:en into consideration, and a Special General 
Meeting of members was held on 13th September, 1876, 
when a proposition was submitted asking for authority to 
borrow on mortgage the additional SUIU of £6000, to be 
expended in re-building the front of the Institution. The 
meeting decided that it would be unadvisable to contract 
the proposed] oan until after the appointluent of officers at 
the next Annual Meeting. In Inentioning this the 00n1-
n1ittee tak:e the opportunity of recording their opinion that 
improved accomlnodation for the melubers generally is a 
subject requiring iIDlnediate attention. With a constantly 
increasing roll of subscribers the necessity for increased 
accommodation becolnes daily luore apparent, and it is to 
be hoped that during the ensuing year some means of meet­
~ng this want will be dev~sed and c~rried into operation~ 

,. : 
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.16. After the meeting at which the Rules of the Institution 
were revised, the OOlnlnittee were requested to open the 
Reading Roonl on Sundays. The OOIlllnittee ordered a 
baUot to ascertain the wishes of the Subscribers on the 
subject. The ballot was held for seven days, fronl 12th to 
19th Septelnber, 1876, illclusive. The result "vas as follows: 
-In favour of lreeping the Reading Rooln cloRed, 534; ill 
favour of opening it, 492. Majority in favour of keeping 
closed, 42. 

17. In Septeluber last, the western wall of the Athellffiunl 
building "vas reported by Messrs. Smith and Johnson, 
architects to the Institution, to be in jeopardy, owing to 
the excavations in connexion with the Victoria Olub. The 
Committee at once obtained an injunction restraining the 
contractor froln further endangering the buildings; and sub­
sequently, after due deliberation, a conlprolnise was effected 
with the lessees of the Club, each side paying their OWll law 
expenses, and one-half the cost of the l1ecessttry ,Yorks. 

18. STATISTIOAL STATEMENT OF TRANSAOTIONS FOR THE 
' LAST TWENTY-ONE YEARS. 

0.0. , 
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19. The following Table shows the proportions in which the 
various classes of ,yorks have been issued during the last five 
years :--

OLASSIFICATION. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 1876. I 
---------

Agriculture, Oommerce, and 
Statistics . . . · .. · .. 24 53 30 22 16 

Mechanics, Mathematical Sci-
ences, Architecture, Engineer-
ing, and Useful Arts ... . .. 102 113 75 73 39 

Biography, Speeches, and Corre-
740 1,503 1,625 1,316 1,203 spondence ... ... · .. 

Classics and Philology · .. · .. 150 225 152 106 69 
Fine Arts ... ... . .. · .. 48 110 106 89 26 
Geography, Voyages, Travels, and 

Descriptive Works ... . .. 1,124 2,007 2,320 2,416 1,461 
History and Historical Memoirs 618 1,346 1,115 1,794 996 
J urisprlidence and Legislation .•. 10 18 25 14 13 
1tfedical Science and Ohemistry ... 51 54 45 35 38 
Miscellaneous & Oollective Works 1,135 2,051 2,853 2,889 1,870 
Natural History and Botany · .. 104 403 231 238 182 
Works of Fiction ... · .. · .. 12,815 21,780 26,256 32,993 35,408 
lVlusic . . . . . . · .. ... 19 25 30 16 10 
Periodical Literature · .. · .. 2,499 3,749 3,280 1,543 836 
Philosophy and General Science 299 773 846 783 584 
Poetl'Y and the Drama ... . .. 279 358 380 348 361 
Politics ... • • • · .. ... 40 103 128 106 74 
Heligious & Ecclesia,stical Works 169 215 232 221 129 

--------- \ 
20,226 34,886 39,729 45,002 43,115 

! 

20 .. The nUlnber of Visitors introduced by Inembers to the 
Reading Room under the provisions of Rule 19 was 173. 

21. The Governluent has contributed during the year­

Victorian Parliamentary Debates" 1876. 
Votes and Proceedings of the Parlialnent of Victoria, 1876. 
Government Gazette, 1876. 
Acts of Parliament, 1876. 
Victorian Year Book for 1876, by H. H. IIayter, Esq. 
Result of Observations, :Melbourne Observatory, 1875, by R. L. J. 

Ellery, Esq. 

22. The following donations of works have also been 
kindly lllade :-

Journal of the Society of Arts, London, by the Society. 
Walch's Tasmanian Almanac, 1877, by Messrs. J. Walch and Sons. 
Statistical Sketch of South Australia, by the author, J. Boothby, Esq. 
South A.ustralia, Its History, &c., by the author, W. Harcus, Esq. 
Official" Record, Victorian Exhibits, Philadelphia Exhibition, by 

Messrs. 1\'r 'Oarron, Bird and Co. 
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Pl'ogress Reports, Exploration Committee, Royal Society of Victoria. 
The Flora of South Australia, by the author, R. Schomburgk, Esq. 
Botanical Reminiscences in British Guiana, by the author, R. 

Schomburgk, Esq. 

Ellwood Cooper on Forest Culture and Eucalyptus Trees, by Thomas 
Adamson, Esq. 

Swedenborg's True Christian Religion, 2nd copy, by - Charnock, Esq. 

By the Government of New South Wales : __ 
Blue Book, New South Wales, 1875. 
Statistical Register, New South Wales, 1875. 

Estimates of Probable Income and Expenditure of the Government 
of New South Wales, 1876. 

By the Government of New Zealand :_ 
New Zealand Governlnent Gazette, 1876. 

By the Council of the Province of Otago, New Zealand :_ 
Votes and Proceedings of the Provincial Council, Session 1876. 
Ordinances of the Province of Otago. 

The proprietors of the principal daily and weekly news­
papers in the city and suburbs have also contributed one 
copy each of their journals. 

28. There have been 23 meetings of the Conimittee during 
the year. Of these 

Tlw President-His lIonour JUDGE COPE 
Tlte Vioe-P1'esident-H. R. FUGE, Esq. 

'" attended 13 
••• 

(Jurator-Dr. W. GILLBEE '" .. . ••• 

COMMITTEE: 
Mr. Bailliere ... attended 1 Mr. Dwyer ••• 

" Benjamin ••• " 14 
" Edwards 

" Biers ... 
" 23 Dr. Embling 

" Blair ••• 
" 15 Mr. Hart ••• Dr. Blair 

\ -.." 3 
" Henningham 

Mr. Butters ... ••• ;, 16 
" 

Meeks ... 
" 

Clarke ... ••• " 21 
" Thomas ... 

" 
" 

• •• 
... 

• •• 

... 
••• 

18 
7 

attended 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

11 
17 
8 

15 
15 
13 
21 

24. The President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and the 
following members of COlnmittee retire from office, but are 
eligible for re-election-viz., Messrs. BailIiere, Biers, Edwards, 
Embling, Hart, Henningham, and Meeks. 

25. Viewing the progress of the past four years, the con­
stant rise in the revenue, the great accession of members, 
and the ever-increasing pop~larity a~d usefulness of t4i~ 

. ; " ... 

, -
I 9 

self-supporting Institution, the COlnmittee cannot but 
warmly congratulate the m~lnbers, and they do so in the 
confident hope that year by year will see the ~Ielbourne 
AthenceU111 advancing with the times, and worthy of sus­
tained support. 

(Signed) 

MELBOURNE ATHEN~UM, 

Jan~~ary 30th, 1877. 

T. S. COPE, 

Presiclent. 
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THE TREASURER IN ACCOUNT CURRENT WITH THE MELBOURNE ATHENfEUM, 
Dr. For the Yea1' ending 31st Dece1nber, 1876. Cr. 

To Petty Cash in hand, 31st December, 1875 £3 19 0 By Balance clue to Bank of N.S. \V., 31st December, 1875 £26 8 8 
Lettings-Large Hall ••• 

" Small Hall 
" Rooms 

Rents of Offices .•. ... ... 
Subscriptions-Yearly and Half-yearly 

" Life-R. Scott, Esq .... 
" " D. 1\Iitchel1, Esq. 

Catalogues ••• 
Class Fees .•• 
Sales-Piano 

... 
" Waste Paper 

" 
Books and Periodicals 

Donations ... 

... £759 12 1 
199 4 0 

59 5 6 
247 5 0 

1471 3 0 
10 10 0 
10 10 0 

... . 

17 12 ''6 
952 

34 19 3 

J. \Visewould, rebate off account Expenses re Excavations 
Interest received from City of j)Ielbourne Bank on Current 

Account •.. 

1265 6 7 

1492 3 0 
11 10 0 
7 12 1 

61 16 11 
250 
550 

o 14 9 

Salaries­
Secretary 
Librarian 
Assistant 
Hall Keeper ••. 

Books 
Magazines 
Newspapers 
Binding 

••• 

... 

Clerical Assistance-~IS. Catalogue 

Printing 
Advertising ..• 

Gas 
Fuel ... 

Stationery 
Postages 
Petty Cash 

Insurance 
'Vater Rate ..• 
Lighting Rate 
Town Rate ... 

... 

... ... 

... 

... 
••• 

... 

. .. 

... ... . .. . .. 
Interest on Loan on l\:[ortgage ..• 

" 
Bank Overdraft ... 

. .. . .. 
~ .. 

... . .. 

... 

... 

... 

. .. 

Shoring-up anel Underpinning 'Vestern 'Vall 
of Institution ... 

Fitting Tobin's Ventilating Pipes in Reading 
. Room 

~-,-.--. -. /--_ .. ,.... --.,.--.. ,~~~.-""=,--''' .. , .••..• ~~~ .• -.~-•. -=~-.".,......-----.--.''-"""-r~' ~ General Repah""'-" 

£300 0 0 
182 0 0 
65 0 0 

117 0 0 

298 12 7 
125 17 6 
180 17 3 

80 1 4 
13 10 0 

35 5 0 
15 7 0 
----
]45 3 6 

0 8 0 0 

46 5 to 
14 7 2 

7 4 3 
----

14 15 0 
16 0 0 
17 16 8 
44 5 0 
--

420 0 0 
2 7 8 

137 10 0 

12 15 0 
38 15 8 
---.. ;-.-' .... '/~"""/ ........ ;.;'~'=, .. ".~~-~-~'" ... -, .. _",--,..... . - ----. 

.' - Law Costs, 1"e Excavations on adjoining" property ..• 
Expenses of Ballot, 're Sunday' opening 

£2850 12 4 

Furniture 
Deposit returned .. . ... ... ••• 
.Manual Assistance .. . . .. 
Sundry Expenses ... ..•. •• ... 
Petty Cash in hand, 31st December, 1876 
Balance in Bank to credit, 31st December, 1876 

... ... ~ . .. . .. 

. .. 

664 0 0 

698 18 8 

50 12 0 

148 11 6 

67 17 3 

92 16 8 

422' 7 8 

189 0 8 
61 1 6 
20 14 6 
10 4 7 
100 
526 

12 0 4 
3 16 8 

375 19 2 

£2850 12 4 

To Balance in Bank to Credit, brought forward, Jan. 1st, 1877 £375 19 2 

DAVID E. 'VILKIE, Honorary Treasurer. 
.Melbourne, 25th January, 1877. 

Examined and founcl correct. JNO. HALL 1. Auditors. 
A. 1\1. TOPP j 

~ 

Dr. ASSETS AND LIA,BILITIES. 

To Salaries 
Books •.• 
1\1 agazin e s .. . 
Newspapers .. . 
Binding ••• 
Printing 
Gas ••• 
Advertising 
Stationery •.• 
Repairs ... 

... . .. ... 
••• ... 
... ... 

LIABILITIES. ... 
... 

... . .. . .. ... ... . .. . .. ... ••• .. . . .. 
Sundries ... • •• 

... 
... 

. .. ... 

••• 

Expenses 're New Rules .. . 
Compilation and Re·arrangel11ent New Catalogue 
Loan under l\iortgage ... ... . •. 

Balance ...... ••• ... 

... 

£59 1 8 
10 6 0 
45 9 0 
44 2 0 
17 14 6 

3 17 0 
27 0 2 
4 15 0 
2 6 11 
o 10 0 
4 14: 9 

23 2 6 
25 0 0 

... 7,000 0 0 
• .. 12,415 17 4 

£19,G83 16 10 

DAVID E. WILKIE, Honorary Treasurer. 
Melbourne, 25th January, 1877. 

• 

By Rents due -Offices 
Large Hall 
Small lInll 
Rooms 

Petty Cash in halld 

ASSETS. 

ES1'IMATED VAIJUE OF PROPERTY-­
Freehold and Building 
Library ..• .. . 
.Furniture 

Balance in Bank 

Examined and found correct. 

£30 15 0 
27 10 0 
34 1 0 
11 15 0 

£17,000 0 0 
1,5(;0 0 II 

Cr~ 

£1(1'1 1 0 
3 16 S 

700 0 0 
--19,200 0 0 ... 375 19 2 

£19,GS3 16 10 

.INO .. HALL l Auditors. 
A. M. TOPP ) 
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Lowe, Rt. Hon. Robert 
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Maguire, . J. F. 

LIFE MEMBERS. 

Morison, Rev. A. 
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Thompson, vValter 
vVilson, Edward 

His Excellency Sir George Bowen. 

Agg, A. J. 
Ashley, E. 
Balmain, James 
Barkly, Sir Henry 
Barwick, James 
Bennett, J. B. 
Blow, "N. W. 

f Brewster, E. J 0 
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Brown, T., jun. 
Burn, W. O. 
Campbell, R. 
Carson, J. 
Chambers; H. J. 
Childers,Rt. Hon. H.C. E. 
Chirnside, T. 
Clay, F. L. 
Clowes, Henry 
Clowes, R. 
Coates, W. 
Cock, C. 
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Cooke, H. 
Cope, His Honour Judge 
Cosgrave, John 
Dalgety, J. G. 
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Davis, P. 
Dickson, T. 
Easy, W. 
Foxton, J. G. 
GiBbs, Edward M. 
Gibbs, James H. 
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Moor, Henry 
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Motherwell, J. B., l\LD. 
Moubray, T. 
Mouritz, G. A. 
Mullaly, J. 
Murphy, G. R. 
Nicholson, G. 
O'Farrell, P. A. O. 
Orme, Charles 
Oswald, J. 

Overton, W. 
Pasley, C. 
Paterson, James (Mayor 

of Mel bourne) 
Payne, T. B. 
Perry, Rt. Rev. 0., D.D. 
Pohlman,His Hon.Judge· 
Rae, J. 
Rose. J. H. 
Ross ~ Alfred 
Rusden, G. \V. 
Scott, Robert 
Smith, A. L. 
Smith, J. 1\1:. 
Smith, R. 
Snowball, J. 
Splatt, VV. F. 
Stevens, F. P. 
Stevenson, J. 
Strode, Thomas 
Sumner, Hon. T. J. 
Thornley, N. 
Tuckett, W. H. 
Turner, George 
Vivian, G. W. 
Walsh, F. 
Walsh, H. S. 
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MELBOURNE ATHENlEUM 
L-IBRARY & READING ROO:M3, 

COLLI·NS STREET EAST, 

Im·mediately abote the Town Hall, and opposite tllB "A.l'gUS" Otlioe. 

IN the principal Reading Room will be found Newspapers from all parts of 
Victoria and the neigbbourinK colonies; the leading London and Provincial 
Paper~ are laid on the tables immediately on the arrival of the English 
Mail Steamer. 

The supply of l\1:agazines and Periodicals-scientific, artistic, literary, 
and amusing-is most complete, and includes every publication of note, 
either Home or Culonial. (See lists 'on inner pages of this om)el'.) Of 
the Inore popular, two or more copies are supplied; these mar be borrowed 
by mem bel's. 

There is a separate Reading Room for Ln.t1ies~ supplied with suitable 
Newspapers and Periodicals. Subscription per annum, Ten Shillings. 

The Library is divided into two Dcpartments-the Circulating LibralY 
and a Library of Reference. The former contains between ] 5,000 and 

. 16,000 volumes, which are lent to lnembf~r~. an(l their families. New works 
are being constantly added. To lnany the Library vf Heference will be 
found of value, as it contains files of Home and Colonial Newspapers for 
thirty years back; also such workH of Reference as Parliamentary Proceed .. 
ings, Gazettes, Encycloprerlias, -l\ien of the Time, Directories, the best 
Etylnological and Scientific Dictionaries, &c., &c. 

Thc Reading Room is open dltily from 8 a.nl. to 10 p.m., Sundays and 
Public I-iolidays excepted. 

The Library is open from 8.30 a .IU. to 9 pm. 

On Saturdays the Library is closed at 2 p.m. 
Classes are held during the \veek, at convenient times, for instruction 

in French, German, Italian, Singing, Phonography, the suhjects for the 
Civil Service and ~1:atriculation Examinations, &c., to which members are 
admitted at a reduced scale of fees. 

The Subscription to the Institution, enti tling a member to the whole 
of these ad vantages, is £ 1 Is. per annum, 12s. 6d. half-yearly, or 78. 6d, 
qnal'teriy; Life l\Ilembership, Ten Guineas, No Entrance Fee is charged. 
l\1embers can join at any period of the year.' 

Any further information that may be desired will be gladly rendered 
011 application, at the Institution, to 

GARNET WALCH, 
Seoreta1'Y' 
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