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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

Melbourne Athenreum, 

FOR THE YEAR 1896. 

THE (Jomrnittee of the ~lelbourlle Athenreurn submit their 

report of the transactions of the past year. 

There is a slight improvement in the receipts, and a 

saving has been Inade in the expenditure, without, however, 

curtailing the amount spent for books, Inagazines, and news-

papers. 

rrhe gross receipts alnount to £2117 17s. 6d., and the 

expenditure to £22bO lIs. 5d. 

The following are the receipts for the year :-Subscrip

tions, £815 lIs. 6d.; rent of front· shops, £537 5s.; 
large hall, £507 3s.; small hall, £129 ] 58.; rooms, 

£113 13s. 9el.; sales, £14 9s. 3d. 

The items of expenditure are :-Interest on mOl'tgage t 

£787 lOs.; salaries and wages, £510 16s.; books, maga

zines, and newspapel's, £401 12s. Id.; gas and electric 

• 
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light, £250 15s. ld.; rates, £119 5s.; repaIrs, goo s, 
&c., £93 lOs. 3d.; binding, £37 78. ld.; insurance, .£36 
Os. 6d.; postage, stationery, and petty cash, .£17 lOs. 6d, ; 
advertising and printing, £17 Os. 6d.; auditors, £4 4s. 

The large bull has heen partially renovated, and some 

improvements have been made in the library fittings. 

'fhe nUlnber of nlenlbers on the roll is 832, of whonl 

105 joined during the year. 

'rhe nUlnber of books added to the library during 

the year waE 477; the total number of works issued to 
subscribers was 25,810, and 5960 111agazines. 

• 

Sl'ATISTluAL stATEMENT OF TRANSACrrrONS FOR THE 

LAST TWENTY YEA.RS. 

I 
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~ rJJ 

M rIl * (l) 4) (l) 

~.~ ;.; Q) • IIJ+" ;::::~ 

o.a (l) it Q) sas .!I::ce ..... ~ 
·r ,.0 Q),.o ... ...... ~~ 

YEAR. o tj S ~S 
~'"d o g -'0 co 0 

Z rJl
<1l 

"4 (l) 

~< ! j;::1-1 c;l ;.; 

.o~ ~ ;:j~ 
.... .......... 

, 0 ~o 

r/1 I 

- - -_. 
i 

1877 1571 481 746 I 45,293 11,000 

1878 1525 444 I 654 ! J6,2(}2 11,115 , 

1879 1410 361 
I 771 I 58450 6,096 
\ 

I 
, 

1880 1400 364 543 36,317 6,399 

1881 1398 326 552 
i 34,291 o,G42 ! 
, 

1882 1333 341 i 582 34342 7,268 , 
1883 1330 329 I 560 

\ 

35,016 7,209 I 

1884 1334 277 711 35,129 7,231 

1885 1311 I 264 680 20,653 7,200 

1886 1iti8 351 700 29,382 7,000 

1887 1568 376 G13 28 241 7,150 , 
1888 1535 355 618 29,697 7,108 

1889 1515 312 698 30 601 7,209 , 
1890 \ 

1492 316 670 30,699 7,142 

1891 ; 1381 237 640 30,441 7,083 

\ 1892 1198 186 652 30,319 7,121 \ 

I 
, 

1893 I 1036 126 639 28 815 7,057 , 
1894 945 123 627 27,880 6,983 

18~5 859 97 485 26,80(j (),127 

1896 
\ 

832 105 
\ 

477 25,810 5,U60 
I 

'* Pdo!' to 1880, the figures represent single volumes; siuce that ,tate they represent the 

elltil'e work, whether eOllsistiug of one volume or more. 
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'f11e following return shows the number of works of 
various classes that ba ve been issued during the last four 

years :-
; 

CLASSIFICATION •. 1893. I 1894. 1895. 1896. 
! I 

Agriculture, Commerce, anel Sta-
4 1 

I 
tistics . . . . · . · . 5 3 3 I 

I 

Mechanics, Mathematical Scien-
I 

i 

I 

ces, Architecture, Engineering, I I 

and Useful Ads · . · . 10 I 4 7 3: 

Biography, Speeches, anel COrl'e-
I 

sponelence .. · . · . 1,058 880 820 1,242 

Classics and Philology · . · . 45 42 29 23 

Fine Arts .. . . · . · . 8 9 2 6 

Geography, Voyages, Travels, I 
and Descriptive Works · . 748 729 710 1,410 

History and Historical l\iemoirs 504 478 490 1,009 

J nrisprudence and Legislation .. 2 1 1 1 

Medical Science and Chemistry 1 1 1 1 

l\iisccllalleous anel Collected 
Works · . . . · . · . 441 335 380 561 

Natural History anel Botany 29 I 27 17 13 · . \ 23,002 Works of Fiction .. 23,840 22,258 19,073 
· . • • 

Music 1 I 1 1 1 
· . • • · . · . I 

Periodical Literature · . · . 1,558 I 1,810 1,650 2071 

Philosophy and General Science 160 I 178 151 122 
I 

160 
I 117 101 97 

Poetry anel the Dl'anla · . · . 
\ 

Politics · . . . · . · . 25 43 20 27 

Religious & Ecclesiastical Works 2~ I 31 33 34 
I 

Juvenile "VV orks 193 ! 187 132 113 
•• · . · . I 

28,815 ! 27,880 I 26,806 25,810 

i 
! 
i 
! 
I 
; 

~ 

i 

, , 
, 
: 

, 
I 

, 

, 

1 

I 

'fhe nUlllber of visitors introducecl by melnbers, under 

the provision of Rule 19, was 75. 

. The Governluent has contributed during the year :

Victorian Parlialnentary Debates. 

Votes a.nel Proceedings of the Parliament of Victoria. 

Government Gazette. 

Acts of Parliament. 

Victorian Year Book. 
Results of Observations, Melbourne Observatory. 

The Government of New South Wales has contributed:-

Parliamentary Papers for the year. 
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The follo\ving donations of "yorks have also been kindly 

. luade:-
Transactions and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Victoria, 

Vol. XXXII-New Seri6s J presented by the Council of the Royal 

Society. 

The Vaccination Inquirer and Health Review, fOl'wardecl 1110nthly 

by Mr. J. Carson. 

Volulue XXVI of the Proceedings of the Boyal Colonial Institute, from 

the Society. 

Victorian Year Book 1893-94, H. H. Hayter, Esq., C.M.G. 

Two Copies of Bradshaw's Guide to Victoria, supplied regularly by 

l\1:essrs. Stillwell and Co. 

The Sydney Trade Review and Prices Current, by the proprietors, 

Messls. l\1:itchell, Chishohn, and Medcalf. 

The MelLoul'ne Masonic Journal, prcsentec11nonthly by the proprietors. 

The Handbook to the Aqual'iull1, :Museulli, &0., by the 1\1elbourne 

Exhibition Trustees. 

rrhe proprietors of the principal Inetl'opolitan and provincial 
newspapers have ~lso e~1ch contributed one'copy of their 

journals. 

The Annual Election of Honorary Office-Bearers resulted 

in the return of the following gentlclnen :-President, Mr. 
H. S. Barlow; Vice-President, Mr. W. A. Callaway; 
rrreasurer, Mr. Oharles Rennie; COllllnittee, Messrs. Davies, 

Eales, Hood, Ilifie, Mickle, Ridley and Sangster. 

As there was still a vaCetncy on the C01l1rni ttee, it was 
filled by the election of M.r. E. J. Tho111as. Mr. R. C. N or
man subsequently resigned his position on the COlnnlittee. 
and his place was filled by the election of Mr. J. W. Veal. 

There have been 12 111eetings of the General OOlTIlllittee 

during the year:-

The P'resident, MR. H. S. BARLOW •• 

The Vice·P1·esident, MR. W. A. CALLAWAY 

The 'l'reaS'll1'er, MR. CHARLE~ RENNIE • • 

· . attended 12 

• • 

• • " 

8 

M 

7 

CO:MMIT'l'EE : 

Mr. Davies • • attended 6 I Rev. Mr. Abernethy attended 8 

Mr. Eales • • " 
5 Mr. Downward · . " 

6 

Mr. Hood • • " 
12 Mr. Harlin . . · . " 

,11 

Mr. lliffe • • " 
10 Dr. J alnieson • • " 

9 

lY1r. Miclde • • " 7 11:1'. Levi .. · . " 
8 

Mr. Ridley · . ". 9 .Mr. Lush •. · . " ·7 

Mr. Sangster . . " 7 :Ml'. rrllOmas • • n 8 

The followinga.retheattendallces of the Sub-Col1nnittees:-

LIBRAUY. HOUSE. FINANCE. 

No. of ~l eetiugs, 10. No. of Meetiugs, 16. No. of Meetings, 10. 

Mr. Lush . . 7 1\1:1'. Iliffe . · 15 Mr. Rennie . 7 
(Chairman) (Chairman) \. Chail'llla.Il) 

Rev. Abernethy 9 Mr. Davies· · 10 1\:[1'. Barlow . 5 
Mr. Callaway 8 Mr. Hood . - 16 1\1:1'. Callaway 3 
Mr. Harlin . - 1 Dr. J anlieson 

... :Nfl'. Downward 2 - D 

Mr. Hood - 10 Mr. Levi 6 Mr. Eales 
w 

- . - D 

Dr. Jamieson 4 ~1r. Hiclley . · 14 Mr. :\1ickle 8 
Mr. Mickle - - 8 Mr. Tho111aS 5 
Mr. 'fhomas . 7 

The President, Vice-President, Treasurer, etnel the fo11o,v
ing lTIeln bers of COl111nittee retire fr0111 office, but (t1'e eligible 
for Ie-election, viz. :-Rev. Ml:. Abernethy and ~lel:;sl's. 

Downward, Harlin, J alnieson, Levi, Lush, rrhonlas, allel 

Veal. 

A conference of Librarians \VaH held, bv invitation of t,he ., 

'Trustees of the Public Library, on the 21st April, 1896, and 

the three following dctys. Your C0111111ittee sent as Dele
gates to it Mr. Lush, Dr. Janlieson, and Mr. Harlin, and also 
the Secretary and Librarian. Several useful papers \vere 
read, and some interesting discutjsions took place. It ,vas 
resol ved to forl11 an association, to be called the Library 
Association of Australa.sia. Officers were elected, and it 
"vas decided to hold the next lTIeeting at Syduey in Easter 

week. 
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THE TREASURER IN ACCOUNT OURRENT WITH THE MELBOURNE ATHENJEUM. 

To Balance in Bank '. 
Balance of New Loan 
Subscriptions 
Bent of Fl~ont Shops 

" Large Hall 

" 
S 1YI all Hall 

.. 
" 

Rooms 
Sales 

. ,; t 

FOT the year ending 31st Decen~befr, 1896. 

£289 16 10 
1000 0 0: 

£815 11 6 
537 5 0 

507 3 0 
129 15 0 
113 13 9 

14 9 3 
2,117 17 6 

., 

£3,407 '144 

By Interest on Mortgage · . £787 10 0 

Salaries and Wages · . 510 16 0 

Books, Magazines, and Newspapers 401 12 1 

Gas and Electric Light , , · . 250 15 1 

Rates .. • • · . 119 5 0 

Repairs, Goods, and Sundries .. 98 10 8 

Binding , , • • 37 7 1 

Insurance 36 0 6 

Postage, Stationery and Petty Cash 17 10 6 

Advertising and Printing 
Auditors .. 

Balance in Bank 
Fixed Deposit 

. . 
17 0 6 
4 4 0 

£627 2 11 
500 0 0 
:------

2,280 11 5 

1,127 2 11 

£3,407 14 4 

r fd.!!.~4~~.:;.~!t~:;;"""'· 

~ 
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APPROXIMATE STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. LIASI LITI ES. 

Estimated value of the real Property of the 
Institution 

Loan under Mortgage . . . . 
£35,000 0 0 Salaries for December and Sundry Accounts .. 

Value of Library .. .. . 1,500 0 0 Balance • • • • • • . . • • 

" Furlli ture . . • • 750 0 0 

Balance in Bank and Fixed Deposit 1,127 2 11 

£38,377 2 11 

Audited and found correct. 

CHAS. RENNIE, HONORARY TREASURER. 

J. B. B. CURTIS, SECRETARY. 

MBLBOURNE, 16th Janua'ry, 1897 • 
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SUBSCRIBINCi MEMBERS. 

Abbott, D. 
Abernethy, Rev. J. lVI. 
Abrahanl, R. 
Abl'ahanls, Rev. Dr. 
Adderley, :Mrs. 
Aitken, ,V. 
Allan, ,V. A. 
Allen, G. L. 
Anderson, A. 
Anderson, G. 
Anderson, J. C. 
Anderson, J. F. 
Anderson, lYIrs. J. F. 
Anderson, VV. 
Andrews, C. L. 
Andrews, H. 
Andrews, T. R. 
Andrews, \V. K. 
Armstrong, Miss 
Ashman, H. 
Atchison, J. D. 
Athelston, IVI:isq 
Atkins, C. H. 
Atkinson; T. B. 
Aylwyn, J. H. 

Bagge, 1\1:. 
Bagot, H. C. 
Baker, J. 
Bahnain., lVIiss 
Bardin, Hev. C. P. lV1. 
Barker, G. D .. 
Barlow, H. S. 
Barnard, B. J. 
Bass, ¥l. C. 
Baten1an, C. J. 
Batelnan, VV. H. 
Bates, E. A. 
Bates, \V. E. 
Batson, A. 
Batten, J. r:e •. 
Beale, C. 
Bear, J. ,V. 
Beckett, R. 
Begg, J. ,V. 
Bell, A. 
Bell, G. 
Bell, ,V. 
Bennett, F. 
Bennett, G. R. 
BClll)(;tt, lVIrs. Z. 
Bennie. Dr. 

• 

Bentley, lVII's. 
Best, D. 
Bet.heras, J. H. 
Dilling, N. 
BIngle, J. 
Bil'luinghan1, l\liss 
Birtwistle, 1\11'8. 
Bishop, II. A. 
Bishop, Rev. G. N. 

-- Black, S. J; 
Blarnires, Rev. 
Bones, G. J. 
Boothl1Htn, 1\1iss 
Borrishow, P. A. 
Borrowman, 'V. 
Botton1ley, J. 
Boulter, C. 
Boulter, Vv. 

_ Bowie, J. S. 
Boyd, ,V. 
Bradshaw, 1\1iss 
Bragge,·A. J. 
Brailn, H. S. 
Bristow, 'V. 
Britton, H. 
Brod zky, :LVI. 
Brown, C. H. 
Browll, J. ,V. 
Brown,1\1:. J; 
Bruford, F. H. 
Buck, C. H. 
Buckley, lVlrs. 
Bnlley, 'V. 
Bnrgess, H. 
Burke, G. J. 
Burnie, C. 
Burns, A. 
Burrow, U. F. 
Burston, G. \V. 
Buzzard, E. 'V. 
Buzzard. '1'. 1\1. 
Byrne, J. 
Byrne, J. 
Byrne, S. F. 

Cairncl'OSS, J. H. S. 
Callan, 1\11's. 
Cnlla way, \,y. A. 
Cmneron, ,J. N. 
Uun11) Dell, D. 
Carlile, B. 
Carl', D. C. 

Carroll, J. 
Cass, E. 
QfLzly, C. H. 
Chmnbers, F. 
Clutlubers, VV. 
Chnrlwood, lVliss 
Christie, J. M. 
Clarke, A. R. 
Clarke, J. IJ. 
Clalke, Jos. 
Clifford, J. 
Coates, C. S. 
Coates, VV. J. 
Oockburn, O. 
Cohen, lVI. E. 
Cohen, P. 
Oole, Mrs. J. 
Collie, G. 
Collingwood, '1\ 
Oolville, J. vV. 
Cook, C. H. 
Oook, C. J. 
Oook, Miss 
Oooke, Dr. E. A. 
Oooke, Dr. 
Cooke, E. H .. 
Cooper, 1\1iss 
Copland, Rev. O. 
Corney, IVIrs. 
Corrie, 'V. 
Ooupal', ,J. 
Coutie, G. 

, Coxwell, Dr. 
Craig, l~. 
Crawford, D. 

• I Crawford, O. IV[. 
Crawford, T. G. 
Crawford, ,V. 
Ci'easy, H. J. 
Crofts, H. C. 
Crook, A. 
CUl1nning, J as. 

I Curphey, A. H. 
Currie. G. 
Cusack, J. H. 
eu thill, l\liss 
Cuthill, ,V. 
Cutter, C. 

Dakin, W. H. 
Dannnan, G. 
Daniel, L. S. 

( ! 

, 
.,1 

I'. . 

I 

Davidson, A. 
Davidson, J. L. 
Davies, G. S. 
Davies, J. }\II. 
Davies, J. 
Davis, A. 
Davis, C. R. 
Davy, H. A. 
Dawson, H. H. L. 
Dennant, Mrs. 
Denny, W. J. 
Dethridge, J. 
Dickie, J. 
Dickins, R. 
Dickson, H. 
Disher, S. L. 
Dixon, 'V. 
Dodd, Miss 
Doolan, T. H. 
Dore, G. 
Dougall, lfIrs. 
Down, F. A. 
Drought, Rev. C. E. 
Duane, 'V. F. 
Duff, D. C. 
Duffus, E. G. 
Duffy, C. G., jun. 
Dufty, B. 
Dunderdale, G. 

Eales, ~rhos. 
Edgar, H. S. 
Edgar, J. F. 
Edmondson, J. E., 
Edney, E. 
Edwards, A. 
Edwards, J. 
Edwards, R. D. 
Elliott, M. 
Elliott, S. 
Ellis, A. 
Ellistoll) Col. E. C. 
Elsdon, vV. 
Enlery, G. E. 
Emmerson, J. D. 
Enticott, J. 
Erskine, J. 
Espinasse, H. D. 
Eustace, F. 
Evans, A. J. 
Evans, D. 
Evans, E. A .. 
Exon, E. . 

Fairley, 'r. B. 
Farquhar, R. 
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Farquhar, W. 
Fearnley, C. P. 
Fearon, U. 
Felton, A . 
Fentum, J. B. 
Fenwick, A. 
Ferdinando, B. J. 
Ferns, T. H. 
Field, VV. E. 
Fielden, J. H. 
Fillingham, G. G. 
Finch, C. D. 
Fink, H. 
Fink, W. 
Finlay, J. 
Finlay, VV. 
Firth, H. R. 
Fisher, A. E. 
Fisher, J. 
Fitzgerald, J. · 
Fitzgibbon, E. G. 
Fitzpatrick, W. 
Flenlillg, lVIiRS 
Fletcher, Dr. 
Forbes, D. 'V. 
Fordyce, Miss 
Forest, J. K. 
Forsyth, A. 
Fowler, C. B. 
Fox, Dr. VV. R. 
Fox, F. 
Francis, H. 
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MELBOURNE ATHENJEUM. 

Scale of OhCt1'tges fOT I the Hctlls and other Acc01nmod(~t-ion. 

LARGE HALL (Seats 900). 

~"or LECTURES, with Hat and Cloak Roolns.-· One Engagement, £4 4s. ; 

Two do. £8. 

For CONCEHTS and similar purposes, with Hat and Cloak Rooms, also 
Refreshnlent Roonl if required.-One Engagelnont, £5 5s.; Two do. £10. 

For EARLY BALL (12 p.nl.), with Hat and Cloak Romns and Refreshment 

Room.-One Ellgagenlent, £7 7s. 

N.B.-1'he )100)' of this Hall is exp?·es.~ly const1'nctecl j01' clanci-ng. 

For BALL, with Hat and Cloak Rooms and Refresllluent Rooln.--One Engage

luent, £8 8s. 

For BALL, with Hat and Cloak Roonls, Refresillnent Room, Card Room, 
Supper Rooln, and Kitchen.-One Engagmnent, £10 lOs. 

For BREAKFASTS, DINNERS, &c.--Day, £4 4s.; Use of Kitchen, £11s. 

l'he Kitchen is .fitted 'wUh Rcmges, Steam Ap]Jc("l'at'Us, &c., sl~tficient to provide 
fo)' /J'om 200 to 300 guests. 

For BAZAAllS, and other l)luposes requiring both Day anel Evening Occupa

tion.--One Engagement, £7 7s. 

For PUBLIC lVIEE'rINGs.-Day, £3 3s. 

Fm' c(., gi'e(~tel' n'/.~mbei· of hi.ri'i/[IS the Committee will be iJj'epared to make a Pl'opo]'tionftt~ 
1'e(l,twtion on the above eha/'yes. 

LECTURE HALL (Seats 350). 

One EllgagOlnellt, £2 28.; Two do. £4. 

For DAY lVfEE'l'IN<fS.-£l lOs. 

The above Charges for the Halls are for consecutive elates, and include 

Gas, the arrangen18nt of Seats, &c. 

'VhOll attendants are engaged for the Hat anc1 Cloak BOOIns at Public 
Entel'tainlnents, they shall be persons approved of by the COlnnlittee . 

ROOMS FOR SMALL MEETINGS. 

Each l\1eeting, fronl 5s. to lOs. 
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