The President,
The Melbourne Athensoun,
Melbourne,

Dear Sir,

In view of tho early opening of the New Concert Hall on

the opposite side of Collins Street, 1t is imperative that somethlng

should be done to ilmprove the appearance of the ielbourne Athengum

both inside and out., I have therefore gone fully into the question,

and have had the assistance of the architects to the Institution,

Megsrs Sydney Smith & Ogg, whose kir. Smith has inspected ths bullding.

I therefore suggest and recommend that the following work be undertaken:-

1. Front of Building,
To repalr the damaged oement work on the rpenit of the bulld-

ing and thporoughly olsan down the face and palnt the whole of the
wood work (two coats) and cement work (four coats). This work 1s
urgent for the preservation of the front, and in the matter of ap-
pearance ite desirabllity is undoubted, |

2. Entrance Hall

T olsan down and paint (three coats) all the ceilings, walls
and wood work from the front door to the door of the Main Hall,

3, Main Hall
To repair all broken plaster, clean down end color (2 coats)

caloimine the ocellings and cornices clean down, touch up and paint
(2 coats) the walls and wood work. |

4. Ventilation of Main Hall,
This matter is most urgent as the cowls at the roof are use-

‘less, and there are continual complaints from tenants and others
“using the Hall. It 1s estimated that the oost of providing up-to-

date exhaust cowls in position will be £50.

. The prlces at which the first four items may be sxecuted as
duoted by Mr, J.R,Taylor who .has the contract for the Upper Hall and

approved by the architects are -

No, 1. Front of Bullding 72: 03 0
" 2. Entrance Hall 42t 0% O
® %, Main Hall 158: 0: O
" 4. Ventilation of Main Hall 50: 0: O
Contingonoclies - say - 28¢: 03 O
'Making a total of say - £350: 0: 0
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i T nave alroady had objections by enquiring tenants as to the dinginess

§ of the puilding both inside and out and now have an offer from a tenant

1 who will take up all tho vacant dates from May to October if the Hall
‘and approaches aroe redecorated. ‘

The early opening of the New Concert Hall, will, I think

1 enhance the letting powers of The Athenaeum if wo ocan offer a clean,
i bright, attractive building, but the contrast between the New Hall,
and thig, in its present condition, would be very great,

Further expenditure in the shape of :-

(a) A permanent proxenium with a snunding board and

b tho ercction of a shelter verandah from the front door to the

‘edge of tho pavement - and also essontials but not urgently so
In the case of tho proxenium and sounding board which would cost
about £50. an extra charge could be mado and would make the Hall

more attractive, at present ang tenant requiring a groxenium has
to hire it at congidgrable cost, and the ersction O guch a

structure ls not only the cause of continual friction but 1t )
damages the walls. 1 feel surc that with a properly constructed
proxenium which could be so made as to be easily removable. The
letting possibilities of the Hall would be greatly enhanoced .

The shelter verandah, to protect people entering the Builfiing,
sould be erected on the cantilover principle, and would bs an
attraction to the Hall and would provide a sultable position for
the electric sdversising signs roquired by tenants of the Hall,
with whom, and the City Counoll thers 1s now continual diffioculty.
This would probably cogt £70 to £80.

~ T would strongly rocommend that the work first suggested at
on estimated ocost of £350 be authorized and immediatoly proceeded with.

Yours faithfully,
R, W. BE. WILHOT,

gecretary.
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