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lhe tollowmo' 1etum shows the mnnbu- of works of vamou&

cl.msqos ﬂmt h(we been issued dm ing the last four yem's fmri
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1916

e e+ &+ i o i < £

1918, | 1914

CLASSIF;CATION. 1915.
» B

|
|
: |
; A"ucultum bommmee :md Stu- g |
Tistios i
Mechanioes, 1 '\rIathematlcul Sucn-
ces, Architecture, Engincering
and Useful Arts e ,
Bloglaphy, Speeches, and Couo :
spondence . . . 930
Classics and P]nlo]o"y ce e o 5
Fine Arts .. : .. ..
Geography, Voyagcs Travels,
and Descriptive. Works :
- History and Historical Memoirs
Jurisprudence and Legislation .’
Medical Science and (Jhmmstly
Miscellaneous and Collected
Works ..
Natural History a,nd 40 46
Works of }uctmn . . .. 11,240 . 12,506
Musie . .. .. ;SR T — _—
TPeriodical themtme . 4o 32 929 14
Philosophy and General Sc1enm, 70 .114 68 6
Poetry and the Drama 92 | -7 180 174 147
Polities 1(, 12 g | —
Religious & K celesmetxml Woxks 16 36 20
Juvenile Works 00 . 8 20 6
i

' PR
th vy a&"“"“

504
20 |
13

990 514.
200 988

600 260

otany

13,066 ' 14, 373 \>14 482 | 15 091

_ The G()velmnent has contmbuted dmmo* the year :
Victorian Pa,lha,mentmy Debates.

The following donations of works have also been kindly

~ made :—

Victorian Year Book, ptesented by A M. Laughton, Esq,
Government Statist. ’

Peace and War, by the Peace Society.

The Christian Science Monitor, from T I‘ust Chureh ot Chrlqt Scientist,
Melbourne.

The Me%ennel by Messrs. Arbuckle, Waddell & Fawckner.

The New Zealand. Ofiicial Year Book, by the (Jovelmnent of New
New Zealand.

The 'l‘heoqophlst by the ']‘heosoplncul GOGlety _
The Church of England Messenger, by the Diocese of \Ielbom ne.

‘The United Empire Proceedings of the Royal Colonial Institute
Journal, from the Institute.

The Commonwealth Gazette, by the Commoiiwealth Government.’

Two Copies of Bradshaw’s Guide to Vlctmm supplied 10;,111&1]) by |

Messis. %tlllwpll fmd Oo

|
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“The propmetors ot the prmmpa] m(,tr pohtfm and provmcml
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aewspapers have also each contmhutcd one copy of their
journals. .

There have been 12 meetings of the Cieneral Committee.

The President, Siz TDpwaARD CARLILE .. .. attended

The TVice- President, Di. A.
The Treaswrer, Mr. CHarLES RENNIE o . "
W. A. Canpaway .. .. . e

1

[3}

JiEWERS .. .e Cay 7
b

fl‘rustce. Mur. 10

Coxyunree (12 Meetings) :

ir. Martin .. ~ attended 8 Mr. Shew . attended .
', Downward . ©1 . Mr. Topp e
. Cooke 8 | Mr. Kernot
. Kennison 10 | Mr. Masters
~Kuight , 10 - Mr. Wigg
-..Dillon .. .6 " Dr. Rinder
- Fixance Coannrrere (12 Meetings).
. Rennie (Chairman) attended 7 | Mr. Bhew .. .. attended
. Callaway .. - .. ’ 12 | Mr. Kuight .. - "
' Masters .. e O

‘ Lainrary Coanrrree (12 Meetings) :
fr. Martin .. attended 8
.. Callaway .. " 10

[r. Masters by o9
. LeWCI'S o o ," ) 7 M

Mr. Topp (Chdirman). .
Sir E. Carlile ..
Dr. Rindev™ - ..

attended 8

The President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and the foliow-
ing members of Committee, who are eligible for re-election,
. yetire from office, viz., Messrs. Dowuward Qooke Dillon,

Shew, I&emot I\nwht and D1 Kennisonu.-

The (Jommlttee desne once movre to Impress on members .

the importance of adding to their numbers to promote the

mcun object of the Institution. The privileges provided

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

OF THE

‘ltmus h; P Fox Edward Officer,
(: Newbury, G. Dancey, F. McCubbin, Miss Cumbrae

Stew(ut Miss Irvine, the Australian Art Association, and

MLLBOU RNE A I‘H ENAjUM ’the executms of the late Walter Withers and of the late
Y| | |

Jo hn Mabhu held e}dnbltxons in th(, C‘mllmy

During the year Mes&ls

I
U
‘ Committee madc substan-

to and

entertainmments on h(,lmlf of the

On seveml occasions your

tlal

f

To be submitted to the Members at the Ge'nm'al Mcefm Jiomams.mtmns

FOR THE YEAR 1916.

individuals

CONCess1ons and reductions

holding
At the request of the organiser of the

Depot, your

jpatriotic funds.

}
, at 8 p.an. ‘is
| Lady. Mayovess’ Patriotic League Newspaper

Wednesday, 31st January, 1917
D G

pape to be sold for the benetit of the Le(wm

~ H]* Committee ot the NIe]bourne Athenseum subnut(

t of the T],e”. Lias again been a gratifying increase in the Members’

transactions of the year ].)]6,_
the amount 1'Lce1ved h‘om sub.su ip-

~their report

roll and consequently in
Institution EE i tions. The amount ve eceived from this
» § P J . . 4 L

| z | Ss, Gd. over the previous year,: and the

which is the seventy- scveuth since the founding of the

an increase of £33

I'he gross receipts for the year amount to £2,478 4s. 4d. ‘xhicrhest Lecorded since 1902,
but of{

ton the roll, of whom 11 ave life members.
s 102,

The gross expenditure amounts to £2,718 16s. 34, lhe number of

this' sum, £28 was spent in nnprovements, and £150 10s. {X‘\new mnembers enrolled during the year
The war is responsible for the | and bo()k_g

represents arrears of tuxes. mittee Liave increased the bupply of magazines
)

falling oft in the rvevenue of the Large Hall, which shows (*chh mm«dacbory results,
a decrease of L1617 4s. 6d, to 3

find that the receipts from the Upper Hall show an increase '

It is gratifying, however,

"The uumber of volumes added to the Libr

year wias 625,
of £104 17s, 6d., mamly due to the yevival of art exhibi- | “" cribors was 15,091 and 10,415 nmcramnc

C‘om!mttec andertook to hand over free of cost all the waste 8

souree 1% ;64)1?4 0s. 6d., | / :

i
l‘;

P
There are now 609 membex.sf f :

|
i
“Your Com- \ 1

Yy during bhei

The total number of wmlss issued to sub-

the cmrent year may be taken as an indication that the o
~value of the Instntutmn 18 becomlng better known. In
this connection, the Committee draw the. attention of sub-

seribers to the Rule which provides that—

.“ N i . L] )
Any member of the Institution may nominate
a member of his or her family to become a member

of the Institution on payment of ten-shillings and
sixpence per annum.”

Members are reminded that they may make nominations
to fill the vacancies in the Committee at the close of the
Annual Meeting (which the members are earnestly requested
to attend), to be held on Wednesday, 31st January, 191 7.

Epwarp CARLILE, President.

R. W. E. WiLmor, Secretary.

SO

IN ACCOUNT GURRENT WITH THE MELBOURNE ATHEN/EUM

For the Year ended 381st Decembe?', 1916.

" THE TREASURER

By Interest on Mortgage .. .. £630 10 2
Salaries and Wages .. .. - 70116 6
Books, Magazines, and Newspapers 377 19 10
Gias and Electric Light .. .. 235 2 8
Repiiis, Goods, and Sundries .. 152 14 6
Rates (including arrears) .. 43815 10
Insurance ‘e . . 95 17
Binding .. .. .. .. 3 15
Postage, Stationery and Petty Cash 25 0
Printing and Advertising . 24 17
Auditors ., ... ., . 4 4

‘To Balance in Bank £718 1

Subscriptions - ..
Rent of Large Hall
Smwall Hall

Front Shops
- Reems .

. Sales .
2478 4 4

Bank Overdraft 932 15 10

- - ~£2,690 3 3
Improvements ,, ee . ea B I13

B aaaraa]

A ————— Vo ——

£2 718 16 8

B e S

£2,718 16 3

Audited and found c'orréct,

JOHN
1, N, RAINEY, ALAV,

.- . BISHOP, F.C.P-Au}' AUDIL
. . AUDITORE,
MELBOURNE, 26th January, 1917 . TTORE..
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\~ ‘are so full a return for the outlay that there need be no

hemtatlon in enhstmcr new subscribers, and the increase of

e

232 13 10

[y
o

£14,000 0 0O

£
o~

RBILITIES,
LIABILITIES.

s

APPROXIMATE STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LI

Loan under Mortgage (Rate 4% per cent., due

Bank Overdraft

750 0 O

35,000 0 ©

e AT
-
4

L
o T =

o
L

e e N w0

A SO S

" ASSETS.

Estimated value of the real Property of the

Furniture

- Institution

Value of Library

i Aot T e S SR e

37,250 0 O

£37.250 0 0O
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T Y MELBOURNE ATHENALUE

Report fof Sub«Committee.

= ' The Sub-COmmittee appoxnted t0 enquire into the questlon
of 1mprov1ng the condition of the Instltutlon and maklng it more
~ attractive ‘has held two meetlngs. g |

A suggestlon was made that by eelllng some of the
‘older books whioch are never asked for, funds mlght be obtelned
“to renovate the lerary. | |

o In order to arrlve at what might be done, Mr E. A.
| Parr, the leadlng second-hand bookseller of Melbourne, was asked
for a report at a cost of £2.2. 0. The report has been obtained
and Mr, Parr conelders that from the catalogue "there are roughly
2,800 books in general subjects and 500 fiction and juvenile
;_llterature whiech might be withdrawn without detriment to the
| lerary" ‘He estimates the selllng value of these books at
re113 sold separately, 4if sold in bulk they chould fetch £75".
“;'From these amounts would have to be deducted the cost of sale.

| AR The Commlttee has hed the advantage of the oplnlon of
'Mr E La Touohe Armstrong, Public Librarian, that the policy

suggested is a wise one, “and he has offered to glve the Commlttee
o'any advzoe or aes1stance 1n hlS power

The Commlttee therefore recommende'--?
5y’i}5olThat the prlnclple suggested should be appreved

7 fé}ff¢That Mr Parr be engaged to go further 1nto the matter and
e T ;to make a more detailed and partloular repsrt,

j}j}fgﬁThat the sale of these books he effocted graduallyy/end
L " the preceeds set apart in a Spe01al Fund for lerary
“’slmprovement. . |

;~ 4;7 ]Theﬁthe lerary be closed fOr a fortnlght at Chrlstmas o
R ..30,.1for cleanlng, ole531ficatlon, and re-arrangement

S *“The Committee consider that during the time the lersry
s olosed the work could be carried on in another room without |
Cany. great dlslocatlon of business. They urge serious con51deratlon_»
~of this proposition and propose that if it be approved to by the .

“next meetlngof the General Commlttee produce a detalled soheme o

;;of the whole plan. o . - | |

BT
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The lielbourne Athenaeum,
188 Coellins Street,
M el bbouwurmne,

REPORT of Acting Librarian to be
considered at meeting of the
~ General Cormmittee on Friday,
‘I,September'7th,‘1917.'

.

" To the Chairman,

of the Sub-Committee of the Library,
~ Melbourne Athenaeumn, |
sir,
DR In*agcordance;with instructions from the Sub-Cormittee considering
,@ﬂg'pyopos§1 to.br;ng‘the~L1brary'up to the standard of modern circulat-
~ing llb:grlesslﬂhave‘theﬁhonor to submit for your consideration my |
‘views and conclusions, L "

-

~’Library:mus$Abe“that the place 1s ponderous, somewhat dingy, lacking
,;glnll;ght;~coupled,with}a sense of age, dust snd wusi. -

.~ The first impression Qfgan"intelligent strangcer entering the

' The principal reason for such an impression is to be found. in the

,gStPUCturalﬂfprm.of the Library, The centre pilece of shelving out-
‘rages in 1ts position a canon of art vy dividing a picture in the
‘middle, . This chaumber 1s a good room spoilt by this extraerdinary
graft on to the floor of its Tfalr provortions. 30 riuch against the
library as it stands to-day from the point of pleasing the visitor

~ with first impressions.

The utilitarian use of the structure, in its upper stories is bad,.

They are the last harbour for old books and discarded me.gazines that |
-liﬁerally'lie~moullering away, year after year, +0 their  "dusty cdeaths.!
" They are never called for, never trnaght of, none sS¢ nard up for read-
‘ing as to do them reverence. The'kindest'thing'that could happen to
~them, having served their day, is a quick and,happy‘dispatch to the
~ paper mill. This is a passive wrong perpetuated by the structure,

but in an active sense the structure plocks and splits the light-rays
from the two windows; it interferes with the free circulation of air,

an ‘entrance of pure air being most necessary for a library, above all
othersﬂfor~a:city'library,fjhere books take up, SO freely, dust and

dampness..

conditions‘bf old books and out of date magaZines‘I have
e Library, when first opened in tha
‘ “that pockets of foul alr lurk

Hevond this the iisland booke-
| In my opinion = |

- Given the ,
described, is it any wonder that th
morning, offends the sense of smell, and th
behind the east side of the centrepiece?
shelf protects the book thief from detection.

) gThe'mOSt important step to make the Library a success (what the
sthenaeum Library with its many advantogfed could and should be mode)
is the removal of the obstruction of shelves 1in the centre o1l the“lerf
ary. " Having this out of the way & fair?oom,woul@ be revealedt I
- would have suitable stands for books in dally demanc, and the lover
‘portion of the structure could be stilised to that end.

The Library as'bri‘ artiS§iq‘features Fhat grc
1ot to the eve unless they =re soufht. ‘wThg erglnai bookaﬂ?lYeb r
are very handsome, chaste 1in design, solid, intended %o be‘plgaslig 2.8
& whole when kept in proper polished order setting off rTows of ve.

ordered books, = The shelves are srovmed with a heavy cornilce that the
lesigner e | tic touch to the
ered nugatory by the

cinally planned had

 designer evidently intended should £1ve the lest artis
" spacious chamber. His efforts gaveAbeen;rend
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trenchment and expansion, may ¥

. finding some books more rare and curious ,
is a fair sprinkling of early

 whole subject of the books,

" have completed the work of weedin
the Sub-Committee may

suggested by me. -

ﬂrAdelaidefLibrary'and.Mr; Georgs Bell of the

Ta‘lOOK}at:theVWQerI,am-dolng.vd T
94 meoks. and Mr, Armstrong and L. v 1 b 1
 ‘§%§ ?§§gi'cﬁ2?cg of the books Tor sale . Mr, Armstrong looked at the
class of books I Wwa

L ~
Lo d~=~

‘gddition of shelves above the cornice in which old tattered books and
_obsolete magazines;are.lyiﬁ: in dust and ncglect, perhaps compassion-
‘ately placed beyond the reath of subscribers who, however, do not
‘manifest any desire to see or to handle these ¢rubby towes,

| ;Thig top hamper should;be taken away because it is a desecration
that should never have been allowed to destroy the artistic intentions

_wﬂfjthe,dasigmor, " His scheme:of furnishing the Library one feels sure
was nut arrived at without anxious thought and it is a thousand pities

it was ever interfered with., Light should be radiated from above the

cornice,; gloom hits the eye instead.

. The pdlidy of the firét direotors of the Library was evidently %o

1fkeep_everywbpdk, many-magazines and papers,  To find space to carry
‘out that policy led them into doing things that have brought the Libr-
“ary into the present congested state, Whatever justification may

‘have existed in the past for the Melbourne Mechanics Institute to pur-
~8ue such a policy it 1is, where a circulating library is concerned not

a procressive policy for to-day, A cirdulating library not only includes

the circulation of books to subscribers: but is it not also essential

‘4het books of transient interest should pass through .the Library, and
“be gold when they have served their fketing purpose?  In that way 18

~  %ﬁ%ig£g{¥ég?p%&upﬂto daté, at full-sgr%ngth as , regards th% gpage an .o

vt never congested, an rinst add tane great |
e, being.oalled for'bg‘readers,'and a circulating library
h 11ve Dooks'becsmes & Prosperous. one, B

. In the same way as the Library, but in a lesser legree, the Reading
" Room (in my opinion) is on the antique side with its heavy stands for

~ newspapers, - They should be removed, and an excellent suggestion

* made to me carried out viz., to assemble,the_oountry newspapers on

light newspaper stands in}theAfnrm'Qf,a square,_invthe_waste‘portlon.nf

‘the room, as it is entered by the swing doors, ,vThis alteration
-7wQuld,permit]df~anotherwtable‘in the room, and I hobe,
. congestion of papers that dally takes place on the one table,

“avoid the untidy

  §aVings‘may5be effected in the newspaper room without interferlng

. with its usefulness, but that aspect of the Libxary reformation, re-

ell form the subject of another report.

work of thinning out the books, 1 am

' ‘than valuable, yet there -

Australian books that will bring their

~ place 1in a‘oirculating,library.’,vOn_the

snd the selection of books foT thli L}braiy.
1ission ke a comprehensive repor prrnen Lo

perm1881on,:£qoﬁi ihe books, - .In the meanWhile. |

"see in the viographical and;historical‘sectlgns_n

" ap tnink the Library should have on

to its original appearance

1iness as respechfully

1 am procesding with the

prices; Ybooks that are out

I purpese, with your

‘semething of the shelf appearance I th
all sides when the Library room 1S restored
by the removal of -the centre structure of Ug

1 pay add that one Saturday afternoon I“hadyirzéiitC§§2? %ﬁ.tﬁgmr
. -,:-.‘1 " . T ] ' ,' "_,_ . i-b rar.‘y I":iro ] . : . M i
strong, the Chief of the Melbourne L . Historical Srciety to have
“They were greatly interes@ed in the
{Purnell expressed a wish tn have

| ) B ' .L’J“ » e_.
s eliminating and expressed hls concurrenc

I have the honor 1to be,
- Yours obediantly, |
e | ﬁ - JOHN B, NDOXER,
August, 30tw, 1917.  Acting Librarian.
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