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\tbe melbourne Btbenreutn. 

188 COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE. 

January 16, r924. 

N QTI.cE is hereby given that-

rJ'he ANNUAL MEErl'ING of the In-, 

stitu tion will be held in the Art 

Gallery, on Wedllesday, Janllary 

30, at' Eight p.m. 

Your attendance 
. 
IS requested . 

BU :;I~ ESS.-Annual Report and Balance Slleet. 

General. 

R. \/V.E. \iVILIVIO'l', Secretary. 

ILCopy of Annual Report and Balance Sheet is attached.] 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
OF THE 

MELBOUl\NE ArrHENJEUM, 
FOR THE YEAR 1923. 

'1'0 be sl",h'riv-itted to the iff ernbel's at the Ger/;e1'al M eet'irng, 

lVedrvesclcft1/, tr(t?L~ftCtry 30, 1 U24, Ctt 8 p. m . 

• 
"rH}i~ (Jollunittee of the lVlelboul'ne AthenrelU11 submit 

their report of the transactions of the year ] 923" 

which is the eighty-fourth since the founda.tion of the 

Institn tion. 

'fhere IHtve' been 13 lneetings of the General C0111nlittee. 

'l'ke President, 1\1"1'. J. O. THOl\ISON •• attended 11 

J'he Vice-President, l\ilL lVI. J. l\IcNAIJLY · . " 
U 

Trustee and Treasnrer, MR. CHARLES RENNIE 
" 

10 
Tnlstee, lVIR. Ch!]o. LUSH •• • • . . • • " 

10 
Trustee, IVlr. Vv. At CALLAWAY •• . . · . , , 12 

C Ol\Il\II'l"l'EE : 

Mr. Martin .• . .. attended 12 ~Ir. Dillon •• attended 5 
Mr. Cooke 

" 7 }\Ill'. Bothl'oyd •• , , 8 
Dr. Kennison 

" 
11 1\11'. Rigg .. 

" 7 
.Mr. ~Iastel's . . 

" 
11 Dr. Rinder •• I " 9 

Mr. Topp 
" 

8 }\tIl'. Br~arley 
" 

2 
Mr. Hall 

" 
8 Dr. Altmanll .. 

" 
9-

-'l'he Finance COlnlnittee-lVlessrs. Rennie (chairlnan). 
'Oallaway; l~igg, ~l asters, 1)1'. Rinder, and the President; 
the Library, Cornluittee-Th'lessl's. 'fopp (chairn1~tn), Lush, 
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M~rtin, Callaway, Bothroyrl, ,Drs. I~illdel', Altlnann, and 
the President; the House COlllnlittee-Messrs. IVlartin,. 
Cook~e, McNally, Hall, T)rs. .K.ennison, Rinder, Altlnann, 

and -the President, held the uSllnl llleetillgs, and thus 
attended regularly to the v(lrlOtl8 depal'trnell ts of the' 

lnsti tution. 

rrhe President, Vice-President, 1"'reasurer, and the follow-, 
jug lnembers of the Conllnittee, \vho ~'tre eligible for
re-election, retire fro III office, viz., Messrs. I)illoll, Masters, 

rropp, Bothroyd, Brearley, and l)r. Rinder. 

Your Committee is pleased to report that the cordial 
relations, ,vhich have so long existed bet,veen the Direc
tors of the Victoria Coffee Palace Linlited and the 
Institution, have beell still further celnented. A con
ierellce held dUl'hlg the year, in which matters of mutual 

" illterest ,vere discussed and arrallged, w·as satisfactory 

to both sides. 

During'last "\vinter the Secretary (~lr. R. W. E. Wil~mot) 
was laid up owing to !an attack of influenza. He was 
able to return for a few weeks, but could not shake off 
the effects of the attacIt. Your Committee, in July, 
gr.allted him six ,veel{s' leave of absellce to enable hilll 
to ta.ke ,3, trip to the, Solonlon Islands. ,Your Committee 
is glad to say he ,vas able to resume duty in September 
quite restored to health. During his absence, the 
Librariall (Mr. De Pledge) w;as appointed acting secre-· 
tary, alld carried out the duties to the entire satisfactiolll 

of the C'ommittee. 

FINANCIAL. 

The gross receipts for the year ,amounted to £6386/9/5, 
but this includes the SUlll of £510, the amount of the first 
deposit and interest in conl1ection with the building lease 
to Frank TaLbot Pty. Ltd., to which reference is made 

later. What rnay be ternled the regular receipts: 

81nonnted to £5876/9/5-al1 increase of £500/0/9 over 
1922. The gross ex.pellditure was £5372/0/9 (illcluding 
£520 in connection vvith the Talbot lease), or, for regular 
expenditure, £4852/0/9-a net decrease of £368/3/5 from 
1922. The result ,vas that, with the £510/12/5 brought 
ior,Yard froln 192.2, alld the excess of receipts over ex-· 
penditnre amounting to £1014/8/8, left a credit of £1525 
1/1 on the year '8 \vorking. Your Conlmittee was able to' 
pay £1500 off the 1110rtgage of £14,000 to the Australian 
}\tutnal Provident Society. This highly satisfactory 
position is due· to several causes, viz. :-Increases in sub
scriptions fro111 rnenlbers of £175/10/11, in rent of the 
Large Hall under the Talbot Lease of £263/12/-, and in 
the rent of the front shops of £62/16/4, and decre.ases in 

various itenls or expellditure. 
. t1n the expenditure side, it will be noticed that tIle 

anlount spent on bool{s, nU1.gazhles and llewspapers is: 

£59/3/8 in excess of last year, or £482/7/11 nlore thall 

in 1920. 

THE LIBRARY. 

During the ycar the steady increase in lIlenlbership has: 
continued, and your COlnmittee h.as received many ex
pressions of satisfaction front Inenlbers 011 the COI}1-

petency and courtesy of the Library Staff, (1.11d on the 

excellent provision Inade for rneInbers. 

rrhe innovation of a Loan Gallery of Worl{s of Art~ 
introduced last year, has continued to give satisfaction', 
and VOll], COllllnittee has to ac]olo\vledge extra pictureR" .. 
lent bv Mrs. Anderson· and lV[essrs. C~harles Wheeler al1d 

... 

'V. R,o\vell. 

l)uring the excavations J01' the ne,v building, ~~I1' ~ 
lVlel'rick Boyd, the vvell-kno'\1"l1 art potter, discovered that 
the clay is enlinentLy suited for pottery. He h.as taken 
,a,vav 80111e of thh~ clay for the purpose of luaking SOllle 
, ~ ~ 

.. 
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vases for presentatioIl to the Institution. These unique 
,yorks of art ,yill be. llluch appreciated. 

A 1l10St iUlportant result of the alterations has been 
the opening of the Library until 10 0 'clock each evening, 
and already the extra facilities thus providedh.ave heen 
Hluch a PPl'ecia ted by l11enlbers. In order to nlake this 
alteration effective, your COl1lInittee has .appointed 
~111other library assistant, IVII'. E. W.ard, a returned sol

dier. 

rfhe following donations of \vorks have been kindly 

n1ade :-

VictOl'ifill Year Book, presented by A. lVI. Laughton, E:..;q., 

Goverllrnellt Statist. 

The Christian Science lVlonilior, from Pil'st Clllll'ch of Christ Scielltist, 
Melbollrne. 

The Presbyterian l\lessenger, by 1\'le8s1'8. Al'bnckle, \Vaddell PLy. I.Jtd. 

The New Zealand Official Year Book, by the Government of New 
New Zealand. 

rrhe Church of ]jjngland l\1:essenger, by the Diocese of l\Ielbollrlle. 

The COIDruollwealth Gazette, by the COilllnonwealth Governnlent. 

Two Copies of Bradshaw's Guide to Victoria, supplied regularly hy 

Stillwell and Stephens Pty. Ltd. 

Histol'imll Record of the Felton Bequest, by Dr. Charles Bage. 

Victorian Government Gozette, by the Governlnent of Victoria. 

New· Zealand Parliamentary Papers, by the Government of New 

New Zealand. 

rrhe proprietors of th e principal l11etl'opoli tall and provincial 
newspapers have aJso each contributed one copy of their 

journals. 

Your COllllllittee is pleased to be able to dravv the at
tentioll of lllelllbers to the Ile,v SlIloking Room novv estab
lished in the quarters forlllerLy occupied by the Royal 
Victorian Liedertafel. As soon as possible, a Writing 
l~oonl and lllenlbers' lavatnries will be established on the 

saIne floor. 

:'~~' 
. ~ 

! 

I 

9 
• 

TH1~ TALBOT L]~ASE. 

Your C0111111ittee has pleasure in reporting' that ,york 
]11 connection ,vith the l~uilding· Lease to l\ir. }j'rank 
Talbot is progressing satisfactorily, an.<1 it is hoped that 
:early in ~.1ay it will be possible to open ,vhat ,viII then 
l)e the first intilnate theatre in .L~ustra1ia. 

In this direction, your C0l1I1uittee is pLeased to record 
that the relations ,yjth lVIr. ':l"albot have beell Inost cordial, 
a:ncl that on every occasion he has DIet your C0111mittee .. . 

in Hlost generous fashion. It ,vas inevitahle that the 
.alterations to the building vvould cause a certaill amount 
of disCOlllfort and inconvenience, htl t these l1a.ve been 
l'eclnced to a InininlU111 by the ''lay ill\vhich Mr. Talbot, 
-his architect (~Ir. fl. E. vVhite) an.d contractors (Messrs. 
Alex. Kenlp and Sons) have ,v'orlted in \vith your 00111-

rnittee. One of the IUOst pleasing features of the wark 
lIas beell the lllanne)' in ,vhich Hlenlbers have stooel the 

disC0111fort. 

In connection ,vith' the altel'ation to the building, a 
proposal is 110V\T before your Cornnl.ittee, ,vhereby a 
'Snloking l1.oo'tn vvill be erected in the light-\vell 
ovel' the Rtail's leading to the Libral'Y and the Art 
(iallel'Y. rrhis roon1, \vhich \\rill be about 20ft. by 16ft.~ 
"\vith an ante-rOoIn, ,viII be \\Tell lighted and ventilated. 
Adjoining it ,yill he a Board J{ocnn ,and a further l'oorn 

.for lneetings. 

The foundation stone of the :Nlain Hall, laid on July 1, 
1872, by the late MI'. I-Ienry Biers, then president, \vill 
h.ave to be renloved during the alterations. It is pro
posed to re-set it in the ,vall ,vhel'e the T\'1ain Hall door 
"\vas forlnerly, and your C0111rnittee proposes to celebrate 
the resetting ,vith .an appropriate fUllction. It is vvorthy 
of note that, ,vhell the cODlpleted building ,vas officially 
,opened 011 July 7, 1886, by Hjs Excellency Sir Henry 

~ •. 
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Loch, the presidellt was Mr. Charles Relluie alld the'vice
president }Il'. George Lush, each of wholn is noV'{ a 
trllstee of the Institution. It ill .. ay be further noted that 
these ,are the only survivors of the Comnlittee of that 
time. .L\s during 1924 the Main Hall, transfornled into· 
a the.atre, ,viII be opened, it has beell thought that it. 
,vonld be most interesting if ~Ir. Rel1uie could be the 
president then, and he has accordingly been nOllliIlated 
for t.he position. Another interesting fact in connection 
with this i~, that the contractors for the present "York, 
~Iessrs. Alex. Kelnp and Sons, were the contractors \v ho

erected t~le front portion of the building. 

ART GALLERY. 

The popularity of the Art GallerY-llo"v fully recog--. " .. 
nisec1 as the art centre of Melbourne-has beell maill--
tained. Durillg' the year exhibitions were held by 
Messrs. J. Farmer, W. M. Whitney, M. 0 'Collnell, C. 
Hanlpel, W. Frater, C'h.arles Bryant, A. E. Newbury,. 
F. G. Reynolds, W. D.' I(nox, R. W. Sturgess, Chris. 
M'urray, Max lVleldrull1, Miss Nora 'Gurdon, IVliss Vida 
I...Jeahy, Miss Becl{ett, Miss Bale, Mrs. Al1derson, WOluen's: 
Art (~lub, T\venty Melbourne Paillters, alld the Austra.-· 
liall 1-\.rt ..I..L\.ssocia tion. 1\,11'. M.erricl{ Boyd also held an 
exhibition of pottery. For the current year there is. 
not .3, vacant date~ and there are several bookillgS already 

Blade for 1925. 

ANNUAJ.l MEE'rING. 

'file An II nal l\IJ eeting will be held in the Art Gallery on. 

vVednesday, January 30, at 8 p.m. Members are rerninded 

tha.t they Jna~y n]ake nOlninatiolls to fill the vacancies in· 

the COlnrnittee at the close of the Annual Meeting, '\vhich, 

they are earnestly requested to attend. 

J. O. l'HoMsoN, jJ'I'esidernt. 

It. VV. E. Vt7 ILMOT, Secreta?'1-I~ 
t.. 

.( 
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l\agU2ints anlt ~eriohintls 
AVAILABLE IN THE READING ROOM. 

B'RITISH & FOREIGN 
Belfast "\Veekly News 
Bystander 
ChrlKtian Science Monitor 
Christian World 
Church Guardian 
Church T.imes . 
Dublin Weeldy Freemall 
-E'inancial News 
Glasgow Herald (weekly) 
Liverpool 'Veekly Post 
Me~hodist Recorder 
New York Hernld 
Pall Mall Gazette 
Scotsman (weekly) 
~L'imes (London) 
rl'ilnes Literary Snpplenlent 

New South Wales 
Daily ']~elegral)h 
Referee 
Smith's \Veekly 
Sydney Bulletin 
Sydney l\iail 
Sydney Morning Herald . 
S'ydney SUll 

South Australia 
South Australian Register 
The Observer -

Queensland 
Brisbane Courier 
Queenslander 

"\Vestminstel' Gazette I 
Western Australia 

The 'Vest Australian 
,V es tern Mail 

AUSTRALASIAN I 
Victoria-Melbourne 

Age 
Argus 
Herald 
Australasian 
Gra.phic 
Leader 
Punch 
Southern Cross 
Spectator 
SUll 

Sun Pictorial 
Table Talk 
Weekly Times 

Victoria-Provincial 
Arara t Ad vertiser 
Ballarat Courier 
Ballarat Star 
Bendigo Advertiser 
Castlemaille Mail 
:~ast Charlton 'rribnne 
Geelong Advertiser 
Gippsland Mercury 
KoruUlbllrra Times 
Kyneton Guardia.n 
News of the Week (Geelong) 
Ovens and lVlurray Adver-

tiser 
Port Fairy Gazette 
Rutherglen Sun 
Stawell News 
Wangnratta Ohronicle 
Wal'rnambool Standard 
Wimnlel'a Star 

Albauy Advertiser 

~rasmaoia 

Hobart lVlerClll'Y 
Illustrated 1'asmaninn l\iaiJ 
Launcestoll Examiner 

New Zealand 
Auckland 'Veeldy News 
Otago \Vitlless 

PERIODICALS. 
British. 

Bookman 
British Australasian 

I Building News 
Country Life 
Cornhill l\lagazin e 
ECOl1OlUist 
Engineer 
Englieh lUechal1ie 
F'ield 
Graphic 
Illustrated London News 
Inquirer 
Jewish Chronicle 
J..Jadies' .Field FashiollH 
J..JRncet 
London PUllch 
l\lerCA.lltile Guardian 
Mining ,Journal 
Nation llnd Athenrell111 
Nature 
New Church Magazine 
New StateHnutn 
Notes aHa Queries 

Public Opinion 
Queen 
Saturday Review 
Sketch 
Spectator 
Sphere 
Sporting and Dramatic N ew&
Studio 
SlInday COlnpanioll 
Sunday at IIome 
Tablet 
1.'atler 
Truth (Londou) 
Vogue 

French~ 
J e Sais rfont 
L'Illustration 
Revue de deux Mondes 
Revue de Paris 

American. 
Iudependeu t (incoI'p. flal'-· 

pel's' Weeldy) 
Ludies' Home Journal 
POIHllar IHechanics 
Popular Sc,ience 
Saturday' Evening Post 

Australasian. 
Australasian Insurance and 

Banking: Record (Melb.) 
Au stralasiun l\lullufactnre' 

(Sydney) 
Austrll.lnsinn Traveller' 
AUHtralian Brewing and 

'Vine Journal (Mel b.) 
Australian Christian 'Vodd\ 

(Sydney) 
Australian Farming (l\Ielh.) 
Church of England J.\.tlessen

gel' (lVlelbourne)' 
Comlnonwealth of Australia. 

Gazette 
Goverurnent Gazette of Vic

toria 
Ind ustrial Australian and c 

Miniug Standard (Melb. 
LadieH' Spllere 
l\lessenger (Presbyterian 7' 

Melhourne) 
i New Ontlook 

Photo Review (Syduf'Y) 
Preshyteriall (lVfelbourne) 
Spectator (Melbonrne) 
The Home (Sydney) 
'Voman's'Vorld 



THE TREASURER iN AccouNt CURRENT WITH tHE MELBOURNE AtHENJEUM. 
Fo'J' the Yea?' enJded 3 1st Decel1~ber, 1923. 

To Balance . . •• 
Subscriptions 
Talbot Lease Rent 
Bent Snlall Hall 

• • 

Front Shops •• 
Rooms .. 

Sales & Sundries •• 
Railage & Postage Refunds 
S :lIe of Furniture 

• • 

rl'albot Lease Deposit & Interest 

.. £510 12 5 
£1882 17 5 

1623 2 ° 
410 12 6 

1292 6 8 
321 18 6 
174 11 10 
48 6 6 

122 14 0 

. . 
5,876 9 5 

510 0 0 

£6,897 1 10 
... 

:\[ i'':LBOURNE, 16th ./ anttary, 1924 

By Interest on lVlortgage 
Salaries and 'V ages 
Books, }\iagazines, 

• • 

and N ewspapel's 
Gas and Electric Light .. 
Repairs, Goods, and Sundries .. 
Rates . . . • . . 
Insurance 
Binding .. 

£962 10 ° 
1269 1 0 

1135 9 5 
242 14 2 
320 18 9 
452 14 3 
138 19 2 

Postage, Stationery and Petty Cash 
Railage &; Postage to 

45 10 0 
71 13 6 

• • 48 6 6 
152 14 0 

Oouutry Subscribers 
. Printing and Advertising 

Auditors .. , .. 10 10 0 
----4t-l52 0 0 

Talbot Lease Refund Deposit & Interest 520 0 -9 
(Including £10 received in 1922). 

Reduction of lVlortgage • . . •. 
Balance •. . . • • • . • • • • 

Audited and'found correct, 

JOHN BISHOP, 
L. N. RAINEY, 

F C.P.A., 1 
A.I.e.A., 5 

1500 ° ° 
25 1 1 

£6,897 1 10 

AUDITORS. 

~ 

~ 

-----------~-.. ~-.~-,-. ~--~~<-.~.-...... -~-~,--. 

APPROXIMATE STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Estinlated value of the real Property of the 
Institution as per Valuation for l\Iol'tgage, 
July, 1921 •• •• 

Valne of Library .. • • .. 
" 

FUl'niture • • . . •• 
Bnnk Bnlll nee • • .. • • . . 

£43 100 , 0 0 

1~500 0 0 

500 0 0 

25 1 1 

£45,]25 1 1 
---------- . 

-----, ---_ .. 

, 
LIASI LITI ES. 

Loan under lVlol'tgage (Rate 

I 
7 pel' cent., due July 29, 

I 1924) £14,01)0 , , • • .. • • 
Less Paid off in 1923 1,500 

Balance • • . . .. 

00 

° 0 
£12,500 0 0 

32,62;") 1 1 

£45,125 1 1 ~ 
~ 

CHAS. RENNIE, TREASURER. 

Deposit in Joint Names of Trustees 

of the J\:felboul'ue Athell ffinm 

& Frank Talbot Pty. Ltd. as 

against Building Operations. 

THE TALBOT LEASE DEPOSIT ACCOUNT. 
--~-----------

1st Payment to Contractor 
Balance .. 

• • 15,000 0 ° 
£15,000 0 0 

• • 

. . 

.. ""- /:~-.. -."" -~----'~/-:: .. 

•• 

. . 
£712 13 8 

14287 6 4 

£15,000 0 0 
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PERIODICALS. 
BRITISH 

'Blackwood's lVI~tgazine 
'Cassell's JYla,gazine 
Chalnbel's' JOllrnal 
Contelnporary Review 
DiHcover.v 
'Dublin Review 
Edinburgh Iteview 
l~nglish R.eviHw 
Fortnightly Review 
'Grnnd Magazine 
HiLbert Journal 
Ifutchinson '8 

London l\IagazIne 
London Quarterly Review 
M nsical rrilnes 

14 

far <!G ir.tlt l~ltio'll 

Nash's lHagazine 
National Review 
New 
Nineteenth Century .' :Pearson's }\tlagazille 
Quartedy Heview 
ROllnd rrable 
ROYlll l\fagazill e 
Strand 
'Vide 'Vo1'1d 
'Vindsol' 
'Vodd's 'VUl'J\ 

AMERICAN 

Ad veil tl1l'O 

Atlantic l\Ion tlll y .. 
Bookmall 
Centurv 

" 

• 
III ~~ihrarJl. ~ ~ 

Cosmopolitan 
:BJ ver'y body's 
Fol' II In 

Harper's Magazine 
l\iullsey Magazille 
N ati~)llal Geograpllical Mag

aZIne 
Red Book 
Scribner's l\lonthlv , 
'World's "Vork 

FRENCH 
Hevue des Deux lVlolldes 
Hevue de Paris 

AUSTRALASIAN 
Life 
Stead's (lYlelbolll'Ue) 
'l'l'iad (Sydney) 
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