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The adelbourne Ethensum.

Ze"

188 Corrins St., MELBOURNE.

January 6, 1930.

Norice 1s hereby given that

Thé ANNUAL MEETING of the In-
stitution will Dbe held 1n the Art
Gallery, on Tuesday, January 21,
at Eight p.m.

Your attendance 1s requested.

BUSINESS.—Annual Report and Balance Sheet.

General.

R. W. K. WILMOl, Secretary.

{Copy of Aunual Report and Balance Sheet is attached.]
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

OF THE

MELBOURNE ATHENAUM,

FOR THE YEAR 1929,

To be submitted to the Members at the General Meeting,
Tuesday, January 21, 1930, at 8§ p.m.

<

HE Committee of the Melbourne Athensum submits

its veport of the transactions of the year 1329,

whieh is the ninetieth since the toundation of the
Institution.

THE COMMITTEE.
There have been 13 meetings of the General Committee.

The President, Mr. W. A, CALLAWAY .. . attended 13

Vice-President and 7yustce, Mr. W, F, GREENWOOD . 18
Trustee and Treasurer, MR, CHARLES RENNIE . 11
Trustce, MR, GEORGE LUSH . .. . . 13

CoMMITTEE ;

Mr. Masters attended 11  My. Meudell . attended 9

Mr. Topp . ' 11  Mr. Cameron . v 3
Mr. Hall .. .. ' 6 Lt.-Col. Williams .. . 9
My, Thomson .o " 6 Mr. Bates .o s 10
Mr. Dillon .o ' 10  Mr. Lillie . vy 12
Dr. Xennison . . 12 Mr. Pietzcker .. ' 6
Mr. Campbell .o ’ 3 M. Bur . ' 11

Mr, Bolton . ' 2
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Mr. I, A. Campbell resigned from the Commuttee on
October 4 on account of ill-health.  An appreciation ot
his services was recorded in the minutes.

Major W. Bolton was clected a member of the Com-
mittee on December 6, and, in accordance with the rules,
submits himself for re-election.

Mr. Thomson and Mr. Pietzcker were both absent for
several months on leave. |

The Ilinance Commitce—Messrs. Rennie (chairman),.
Bates, Thomson, Hall,  Wigg, Masters, Cameron,
Campbell, and the President; the [Library Committee—

Messrs, Topp (chairman), Lush, Rennie, Greenwood,

Burr. Lillic. Col. Williams, Dr. Kennison and the Pre-
sident; the  House  Committee—>Messrs., Rennie,
Masters. Meudell, Dillon, Thomson, Lillie, Dr. Kenni-
son. and the President, heid the usual meetings, and
thus attended regularly to the various departments ol
the [nstitution.

The Dresident, Vice-President, Treasurer, and the fol-
lowing members of the Commitee, who are eligible for
re-election, retire from office, viz., Messrs. Hall, Masters,.

Meudell, Dr. Kennison, Lieut.-Col. Williams, the Rev..

D. A. Cameron and Major Bolton.

FINANCIAL.

The statement of accounts, submitted herewith, shows. .

that the gross receipts for the year amounted to £7517

4/8, an increase of £144/5/11 over the previous year.
The gross expenditure was £7250/14 /4, an increase of

£771/1/3. This increase is mainly due to the fact that

for the first time the Institution has been assessed for

Federal Land Tax, the amount paid being £659/17/2.

Reference to this matter is made later.  The amount
spent on the purchase of books, magazines a'nd. news- -
papers 1s £128/7/11 more than in 1928, and bmdmg:, -
cluding the new process designed to give longer life to
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books, is £86/4/2 more than before. \/’\;/’ith the amount
brought forward, £458/7/2, there remained a balance of
£724/17/06, a surplus on the year’s working of £266/10/4.

The gratitying feature of the statement is the con-
tinued ncrease in members’ subscriptions, £145/1/-.

The mortgage to the Australian Mutual Provident
Socicty, for £9000 at 6} per cent., fell due on July 1,
1929, Your Committee is pleased to report that it was
able to renew the mortgage for a further term of five
years at the reduced rate of 6 per cent.

As an indication of the steady progress of the Institu-
tion, the following table, showing the receipts from sub-
scriptions, the amount spent on books, magazines and
newspapers, and the gross receipts for the last ten years
will be interesting, thus :—

| Purchase Gross

; Subscriptions.  of Dooks, etc. Receipts

1920 . . . £1172 9 3 £0654 1 06 £4453 11 1
1921 . . . 1473 13 9 853 14 4 4942 3 5
1922 . . . 1707 6 6 1077 5 9 5376 & 8
1923 . . . 1882 17 5 1136 9 3 58769 5
1924 . . . 2169 6 11 1211 16 - 6200 17 4
1925 . . 2399 4 3 14064 2 9 6092 15 6
1926 . . . 2690 7 1 1554 3 1 001 13 1
1027 .. . 2761 11 6 1583 6 8 /7305 17 0
1928 . . . 2792 17 O 1719 1 35 7372 18 O
1929 . . . 2037 18 O 1847 9 4 /517 4 8

LAND TAX.

Your Committee regrets to report that the property of
the Institution has been assessed for Ifederal Land Tax,
imvolving an annual payment of £493/19/9. In April,
1911, when the liederai Land Tax was introduced, the
then  Commissioner ruled  that “the Melbourne
Athenaeum is exempt from taxation under the Land Tax
Assessment Act 19107; a recent amended ruling of the
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Federal Land Tax Commissioner that “exemption can
only be claimed where no part of the building 1s leased
or rented to persons other than the Institute” has been
made, and on this ruling the Commissioner assessed the
property of the Institution. Your Committee combated
the arguments of the Commissioner for two years, hold-
ing that the Act was never intended to apply to institu-
tions such as ours, but in the end, though supported by

the able assistance and advice of the Taxpayers’ Asso-.

ciation, to which body the thanks of the Institution are
due, and after exhausting every means in 1ts power, the
tax had to be paid under protest. Your Committee
hopes that an amendment of the Commissioner’s ruling
may, sooner or later, be obtained, so that such portions
of the premises, as are used exclusively for the purposes
of the Institution, may be exempt.

LLIFT.

Vour Committee has had under consideration for
many years the advisability of installing an electric litt,
which would provide access to the Reading Room and
Library and to the Art Gallery. Numerous suggestions
were made, but none of these were feasible until a
scheme was propounded, which seemed to overcome all
the objections previously made. Your Committee
examined the proposal most carefully, and the architects,
Messrs. Sydney Smith, Ogg and Serpell, prepared plans
and specifications, and the scheme was developed where-
by a lift may be erected in the light area on the west
side of the building at the rear of the shop occupied by
M. Moffitt Pty. Ltd. The entrance to the proposed lift
will be from the stalls entrance to the theatre, and it
was necessary to obtam the consent of the lessees
(Frank Talbot Proprietary LLimited). The proposal
was made to them that they should allow the members
of the Athenaeum to use the stalls entrance (over which
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the lessees had the exclusive right). The lessees met a
sub-committee of the Institution in conference in a
friendly spirit and offered to forego their exclusive right
on consideration that the Trustees should grant them
an extension of their lease for five years at the increased
rental provided in the lease. Your Committee, at a
special meeting, accepted the offer, and the necessary
arrangements are now being made to put the work in
hand. The advantage of a lift cannot be over-stated.
Your Committee feels that the lift will afford greatly in-
creased facilities to members, and that not only will the
membership increase, but that the patrons of the Art
Gallery will be greatly benefited. The architects—
Messrs. Sydney Smith, Ogg and Serpell—have been in-
structed to make arrangements to proceed with the work.

ART GALLERY.

The popularity of the Art Gallery has been maintained.
Exhibitors succeeded one another from February 24 to
December 21. The exhibitors were Misses Jo. Sweat-
man, Annie Gates, M. Holgate; Margery Withers, A.
Dent, Clarice Beckett, Messrs. Carlyle Jackson. ]. Jor-
gensen, [£. Buckmaster, Arnold Shere, W. TFrater, R.
E. Batterbee, T. A. Gardner, C. Colahan, R. 6. McCann,
A. McClintock, W. Rowell, A, . Newbury, ]. Hennessy,
Twenty Melbourne Painters, the Women's Art Chib,
and the Australian Art Association.

Your Committee is pleased to report that there is not
a vacant date for the gallery for this year, and that many
bookings for 1931 have been made already.

THE LIBRARY.

The Library and Reading Room still continue to be
most attractive, and the steady increase in membership
is not only gratifying, but a distinct proof of their popu-
Jarity. On several occasions members have expressed
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their satisfaction with the excellent provision made for
them, and of the competence and courtesy of the Library
Staft.

Your Committee is pleased to report that the attend-
ance of members in the evening and on public holidays
is still increasing. The increase in  the number of
country subscribers, many of whom live a long distance
from the city, still continues.

The following donations of works have heen kindly
made :—
The Victorian Philatelic Record, by A. A. Rosenblum, Kaq.
The Australinn Banker, by A, BE. Park, Hsq.
Headway, by J. W. Colville, Esqy.

Victorian  Year Book, presented by A. M. Laughton, Kaq..
Government Statist.

The Christian Science Monitor, from IFirst Chureh ol Christ Scientist,.
Melhourne.

The Presbyterian Messenger, by Messrs. Arbuckle, Waddell Puy. Ltd.

The New Zealand Official Year Book, by the Government of New
New Zealand,

Glimpses of the Lust—N Y. K. Ofticial Guide 1928-29, by Dalgery
and Co. Lid.

The I'ravel Bulletin ~-N.Y.K. Line, by Dalgety and Co. Litd.

The Australian Board of Missions Review, by A.B.M. bociety.
The White Star Magazine, by Dalgety and Co. Ltd.

The New Nation Magazine, by the Publishers,

The Landmark, by Mrs, Broekoft,

The New Churchh Magazine, by New Church Society.

The Chureh of BEngland Messeuger, by the Diocese of Melbourne,
The Commonwealth Gazette, by the Commonwealth Government.
Bradshaw's Guide to Vietoria, by Stillwell and Stephens Pty. Ltd.
Literavy Guide from P. Taylor, Isq.

Victorian Government Gazette, by the Government of Victoria.

New Zealund Parlinmentary Papers, by the Government of New:
New Zealand. |

The Argus Cricket Guide, by the Proprictors of The Argus and The-

Australasian,
The proprietors of the principal metropolitan and provincial
aewspapers have also each contributed one copy of theix
journals.
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| CHIESS CLUB.

The membership of the Chess Club still goes on in-
creasing. the number of chess players being more than
200. During the year the accommodation in the chess-
room became so taxed that arrangements were made
and special tables provided to permit of members play-
ing chess in The Art Gallery. This proved a boon to
chess players, who have availed themselves largely of
the extra facilitics provided.

THIEE STALFL.

Your Committee desires to express its appreciation of
the zeal and care shown during the year in their several
duties by the Secretary, the Librarian and the other
members of the statt.

ANNUATL MEETING.

The Annuai Meeting will be held in the Art Gallery
on Tuesday, January 21st, at 8 p.m. Members are re-
minded that, under the new rules, “Candidates for the
vacant offices shall be nominated in writing, each nomi-
nation shall be signed by two members of the Institu-
tion and by the candidate, and shall be delivered to the
Secretary seven clear days before the Annual Meeting.”

W. A. CALLAWAY, President.
R. W. E. WILMOT, Secretary.

@




THE TREASURER IN ACGOUNT CURRENT WITH THE MELBOURNE ATHENAUM.
| For the Year ended 31st December, 192q.
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To Balance .. .. .. .. .. .. £458 7 2 By Interest on Mortgage .. £562 10 0
ot : Salaries and Wages .. .. 1982 2 6
S)ub_scnpnwns e T £2987 1? 0 Books, Magazines & Newspapers 1847 9 4
vents ... 418015 0 | Gas, Tilectric Light and Power.. 304 5 0
Sales & Sundries .. .. 363 411 Repairs, Goods, and Sundries .. 190 7 2
Railage & Postage Refunds .. 85 6 Y Rates and Taxes . .. 1407 10 5
7517 4 S Insurance .. £762 17 2
’ Less paid by Lessee 372 0 O
390 17 2
Binding .. .. .o .. 147 3 2
Printing, Postage, Stationery & -
Petty Cash .. . .. 240 15 10 i

Railage & Postage to
Country Subscribers . 8 6 Y

Advertising .. .. .. 316 6
Auditors .. . .o .. 52 10 O
Law Costs .. .o .. 36 0 6

7250 14 4
Balance .. .. .o .o .. .. 724 17 6

£7,975 11 10 £7975 11 10

Auaited and found correct, :
WILSON, BISHOP axp HENDERSON,

MELBOURNE, 9th Januwary, 1930. L. N. RAINEY, A.L.C.A., }AUDITOBS-

APPROXIMATE STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES.

ASSETS. LIABILITIES.
Lstimated value of the real Property of Loan under Mortgage (Rate 6 per cent., due _
the Institution as per City Valuation ' July 1934) .. .. .. .. .. £9000 0 O _
January 1925 (Subject to Lease to Frank ' : Balance (subject to Lease as per contra) 73,724 17 ¢© .
Talbot Pty. Ltd., as to Theatre portion
expiring July 15, 1962) .. .. .. £80,000 0 O -
Value of Library .. .. . . . 1,500 0 O ©°
. Furniture .. .. .o .o 500 0 O
Bank Balance .. .. .o .. 724 17 6
£82,724 17 6 £82,724 17 6

—— e e —— o st

CHARLES RENNIE, TrEASURER,




 AVAILABLE

PAPERS.

BRITISH & FOREIGN

Belfast Weekly News
British Weekly

Chnistian Science Monitor

Christian World

Church Guardian
Church Times

Dublin Weekly Freeman
Financial News

Glasgow Herald (weekly)
Irish “Veekly

Liverpool Weekly Post
Methodist Recorder

New York Herald Tribune

Reynelds
Scotsman (weekly)
TI'imes (London)
Times Weekly

Times Literary Supplement .

Westminster Gazette

AUSTRALASIAN

Victoria—Melbourne
Adam and Kve
Age
Argus
Australasian
Herald
Graphic
Leader
Spectator
Sun Pictorial
Table Talk
‘Weekly Times

Victoria—Provincial
Ararat Advertiser
Ballarat Conrier
Bendigo Advertiser
East Charlton Tribune
Geelong Advertiser
Gippsland Mercury
Korumburra Times
Kyneton Guardian

-‘Ovens and Murray Adver-

tisey
Port Tairy Gazette
Rutherglen Sun
Ntawell News
Wangaratta Chronicle
Warrnambool Standard
Wimmera Star

New South Wales
Bulletin
Daily Telegraph Pictorial
Referee
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Magasines and Peviodicals

IN THE READING ROOM.

Smith's Weekly

Sydney Mail

Sydney Morning Herald
Sydney Sun

South Australia

South Australian Register

The Observer -

Queensland
Brisbane Courier
Queenslander

Western Australia
The West Australian
Western Mail
Albany Advertiser

T asmania
Hobart Mercury

i Ilastrated Tasmanian Mail

Launceston IXxaminer
Weekly Courter

New Zealand
Auckland Weekly News
Otago Witness

'PERIODICALS.

British.

Arehitect

Rookman

British Australasian
Bystander

Country Life

Cornhill Magazine
Feonomie Review
Ieonomist

Engineer

Knglish Mcechanie
Field

Graphic

Tlustrated London News
Inquirer

Jowish Chroniele

John o'London's Weekly
Liancet

Literary Guide
London Punch
Mereantile Guardian
Mining Journal
Modern Wireless
Nation and Athenwmm
Nature

New Church Magazine
New Statesman

Notes and Queries
Puablie Opinion

Queen

Saturday Review
Science Progress
Sketch
Spectator
Sphere
Sporting and Dramatic News.
Studio
Sunday Companion
Sunday at Home
Tablet
U'atler
Time and Tide
The Gramophone
Truth (London)
Vogue

French.
Je Sais Tout
I/ lustration
Revue de deux Mondes
Revue deParis

American.
Delinentor
Tidies” Home Journal
Literary Digest
Magnzine of Business
Fhetoplay
Physieal Culture
Popular Mechanies
Popular Seience
Saturdav Evening Post
Scientirfic American

Awustralasian.
Australian Banker
Australasian Insurance and
Banking Record (Melb.)

Australasinn . Manufacturer
(Sydney)

Austradasian Traveller

Austraban  Brewing and
Wine Journal (Melb.)

Australian Christian World
(Sydney)

Australiann IFarming (Melb,)

Chuareh of England Messen-
ger (Melhourne)

C'nw’h of Australin Gazettle

Government Gazette of Vie.

Harbinger of Tiight

Induastrial  Australian  and
Mining Standard (Melb.)

Photo Review (Sydney)

Preshyt'n Messenger (Melb,

Speetator (Melbonrne)

The Home (Sydney)

Stead’ s RReview

Yie. Pinlatelic Record

 Woman's World

PWagasines

J

PERIODICALS.
BRITISH

Blackwood’s Magazine
Bookman

Cassell's Magazine
Chambers’ Journal
Contemporary Lleview
Cornhill

Discovery

Dublin Review
Edinburgh Review
English Review
Fortnightly Review
Grand Magazine
Hibbert Journal
Hutchinson’s

London Magazine
Mercury

Musical Times
Modern Wireless

for Crreulation v the Library,

Nash’s Magazine
Naticnal Review
New
Nineteenth Century
Pearson’s Magazine
Quarterly Review
Round Table
Royal

. Strand

- Wide World
Windsor
World of To-Day

AMERICAN

Adventure
Atlantic Monthly
Bookman

Century
Cosmopolitan

Cwrrent History
Everybody's

Forum

Harper's Magazine
Munsey Magazine

National Greographical Mag-

azine
Popular Mechanics
Popular Science
Popular Stories
ted Book
Seribner’s Monthly
Smart Set
World’s Work

FRENCH

Revue des Deux Mondes
levue de Paris

AUSTRALASIAN
IJifC
Trind (Sydney)
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