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PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT IOR ATHRENARUM COMMITTE OF JUNE 4th 1936,

On resuming the chair as President of the Ilelbourne 4 thenaeum
after an absence of two months owing to i1l health T dezire to
divect attention to certaln decisions of major policy and
administration which have been registered by this Committee, during
that period, in the hope that some of the decisions may be

modified in the light of fuller information. The first of these

colates to the summary change of the day of the monthly meetings of
&

>

this Commit%gi%from ¥riday to thursday. 90 far as I am aware no

indication of % gesire to discuss the day of meeting appeared

on the notice paper for the meeting at which the decilision was
registered, nor was the convenience of my colleague, the Vice
President, who would preside in my absence, consulted in any way.
During the whole of the five or sax years of my membership of this
Committee the meetings nave been held on Fridays, and I accepted
nomination for the Presideney and took office on he basis of that
arrangement. The new arrangement, which is a very important
departure from standard practice, has an importent pearing on my
own poeition. I feel it necessary to indicate that the choice

of Thursday denies to me the opportunity of regula;_attendance

at your meetings T4 is highly probably fhat the Vicex’resident
énd the three members now apsent in Jurope may hold views identical
with those 1 am now expressing.

The second decision concerns the relegation of an
unanimous recommendation of a special meeﬁing of the “ibrary

Committee held in March seeking authority to spend £5.5 on a




rpecial expert report on the internal methods of conducting the
Library to a special ¢om@ittee which was

qdnstituted‘for another and 1afger purpose. That Special Committee
was constituted - according to my.recollection at the time of
théispecial meeting of the L;brary Gommittee - to deal with
struotural alterations, re-builging schemes, the obligations of the

jnstitution under existing leases and not with such questions as

the lgy-out of the library, the cataloguing and recording systems

the ¢lassification of books which were among those proposed to be

subject to an expert report. | A reference to the minutes of the
‘meeting,ahows that my recollection was incomplete and that the

msfion covered "the whole question of improved facilities in the
Athenaeum" as well as the best ﬁse df the»site, and financial
 mattérs.. Nevertheleés, I venture the opinlon.thatthe adoptlén
Qf«the Liérary Cbmmittee's recommendation would’have aééisted ‘
the work of the Speclal Committée and have given it, byvnow,

valuable data for discussion. Perhaps the Special Committee

w111 be good enough to TGVIGW the propos al, so that it may come

ibefore_the General Commlttee in its prekent or a revised form, at

theJulymeeting.

The thlrd decision concerns the position of 100 chess

pmaying membe e of this‘institutlon, who are 6rgan1 sed for the
purposés of their games and their relations with other chess

‘nganisaticns‘in Australia, as the melbourne Chess Club, During

my illneSS and in the absence abroad of three other Member of*thé

?‘Commltﬁee seven weeks' notice ha s been given to these mbmbers




;?;_through thelr Hon uecretary of a Wlthdrawal of chess p&hylng
oﬂiifac111t1es 1n thls bulldlng; unless they pay a rent of £4O forthe
;;rOom used 1neta11 at thelr own expenoe an eleetrlclty meter and
‘Edo varlous other thlngs whlch appear to me arblusaay 1n themelves;
‘?ﬁgfand harmful to the Athenaeum S reputatlon and status ss an ng“’
\efiflntellectual eentre in thls 01ty I will nOt éo oven the‘_,
'fscontroversy mhlch began W1th the proposale of the Tinance Commltteeff'
vn;f;in December; thelr postponement Llll after tne annual meetlng of
*1 §h§3 1nst1tut10n and thelr further postponement at the hebruary
’?;?meethg for two months. The whole questlon w111 come up fOT TGVleWen7’

*33}When the correspondence Wlth the blub is. conaldered at today s

fmeetlng I aeslre merely (1) to reglster my protest a a scheme
*e55which narrows the fa0111t1es prov1ded by the Athenaeum and v1okateso's

'3f§7the entlreg plrlt and 1etter of the verbal compaot made 1n 1920

_g;fsand (2) to eypress surprese that 1t Was pressed to ‘a vote—et the,;”‘

"75e51 st meetlne of thle Commlttee, Wlthout any SPeGlflc 1tem relatlnefjf

’fito it appee_ylng on the Ma" meetlng notlce paper.

I have taken thlsa my earllest opportunlty of submlttlng

these vlews for your oon81derat10n, because to me the dutles of a

*Presldent of a 11terary and clentlfic 1nst1tute go beyond the mere :

,;PneSidlng over meetlngs and elgnlng documents., They 1nc]ude somefgef
&*ﬁffdegree of leedershlp and 1n1t1at1ve, and the exnlbltlon of moral
'ff'courage to make repreeentatlon Whenhdeolelone, taken 1n h1

 ff{unab11dab1e absence,,are in hls oplnion capeble of 1ngur1ng the;j}f ﬁ

711net1tutlon or 1essmn1ng 1te velue to the

I greatly ep

p eclate the klnd enqulrxesf'
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. Pearce, Liftman,

appointed July 1930

Wages Board reduced rate
in July 1931 1o

Obtained permit 1o accept
10% cut from April 1933

Wages Board redused 108
rste in October 1935 to

eommittee d1id not deduct
the 10d. but paid

In 1933 & 1934 the Committec YGC
portion »f cut and he receive

on each nccasion.

April 10, 1936, rate increased
to £3.17. ©

On 6th June Pearce abtained

permit fox

£4.10. C
£4, 1. O
£3.12.1C
£3.12. O
£3.12.10.'

stored
d £9.9.4

£3,12.10.




‘ o D | TfBarkers Road,
R | ~ o HAWTHORN. E.2.,
1 | | | o ~ 2nd July, 1936.

4. E. Wilmot Esq.,
Melbourne Athenasum,

Dear Nr. Secretary,

= | Being unable o attend Friday's meeting,
T should 1like you to inform the finance committee that the
decision in the case of the 1iftiattendant is, in my opinion,
inequitable.

My mind was obfuscated by Major Rolton's

statements which, on reflection, seem quite sprevelant. We
‘have no-more right to probe into the domestic or economic
conditions of an employee 1in connection with the fixing of
pay, than we have to insist on every member of the committee
being free of any criminal associations. That a man should
.be'penalized;because 16 has a wife and six children 1s

preposterous.

» He has been forced to obtain 2 permit,

put that does not prevent us from paying him the award rate
to which he 18 legally entitled, and which he especlally
sadiness to render sgrvices to the

deserves, because of his r
institution.which do not comse Withinﬁthe terms of his

contract.
T trust my colleagues will agree with

my view of doing the right thing.

Yours faithfully,




THE  MELBOURNE  ATHENAEUM.

HALF  YEARLY ~ STATEMENTS 30/6/36.

e DR T S SR ST
=
.

A. RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE for Perlods -~ 1/1/55 - 30/6/35,
and

1/1/36 - 30/6/36.

f the year 1936, compared with

B. BUDGET for the second half o ‘
d in 1935.

T actual figures for same perio

|| STATRMENT 4.
» ‘ RECEIPTS & EXPENDITURL HALF YEAR 7O 30/6/36.
E n Receipts. Expenditure.
’ 1935 1936 crease grease 1935 1936 crease crease
Subgcriptions ¥ 1449 1434 15  Salaries & Wages 1033 1014 19
Books & Magazines 940 938 2

Talbot Lease 869 869 @ - | -
) 48 Lighting, Heat, Power 101 - 106 5
61 382 321

Art Gallery 149 197

Shops 649 N7 Q8 Repairs %
Rooms 72 75 3 Interest 114 116 2
 Sales | 20 70 50% | Rates 27 bbb 17
- Victoria Palace 60 112 52= Insurance 225 g"j? -5— -

» o}
65 o5 Stationery & P.C. 232
' | Goods & Sundries 357 388 31

£3490 £3850 £381 £21

oods & Sundries 67

Total  £3335 £3540 £222 £17
17

Net increase £360

Net £205
+ Note In December 1934 we took in £10. 1.9 # Note Repairs
for money actually recelved in January Rispln Bros. £200 1
1935 which should be added to Jan. 1938 | noo T |
In June 1935 we took in £21.1.- which " " 72 1
should have gone into July 1935 on the Myers _18 |
same basis as 1936. The receipts for £362.
1935 _are £1439. — |
STATEMENT B, | i
|  BUDGET FIGURES FOR HALF TEAR 1,1,3 to 31,12,36,
and
ACTUAL FIGURES FOR HALF YEAR 1,7.35 to 31,12,35.
- 1935, |
1 CI‘edi’b B&lan.ce 30 6;35 e o0 ') | £A850 - =
 Expenditure 1.7.35 to 31. 12. 35 " £389.
Receipts L . _% T — 304e = = |
. : ' Credit B&lance 31 .12 35 e e £181 e e : ‘ ﬂ
TR + Unusual Expenditure -"Architects Fees" £182. |
Debit Balance 30,6.36 £127, = -

Estimated Receipts 1.7. 36-31. 1‘2.36 ~ £3725. =
# " Expenditure " 638 87, —s —
Estimated Debit Balance 31 12.36

"Repairs to Art Gallery and Skylight £362.

% Unugual Expenditure



''''''

2.

ESTIMATE FOR YFAR 1936,

- and
ACTUAL FIGURES _FOR 1935,
1935,
Cr. Balance 1/1/35 £644
. Expenditure - £7208
- Receipts 6746 - 462
B Cr. Balance - £182
| | 1936.
Cr.‘Bal&nce‘ 1/1/56‘ | £182
Expenditure £7488
‘Receipts _7266 f | |
Excess of Expendltur - | 22
| Estimated Dr. Balance 31/12/36. £40

BUDGET 1/7/%6 TO %1/12/36.

DETAILED STATEMENT.,
Receipts. |  Expenditure, |
Act— Esti- In-  De- . | | In-  De-
- unal mate crease crease - 19%5 1936 crease creage
| | 1935 1936. | | | | - o
Subscriptions £1259 £1275' - £16 = - Salarles & Wages £1029 £985 - £44
Talbot I.ease @~ 869 869 - = Books 894 850 @ - 44
Art Gallery e 225 255 30 - Light, Heat &
- 687 765 178 - Power 175 160 - 15
73 73 - - Repairs 34 50 16 -
1 | 116 125 9 - Interest 343 550 7 -
Victoria Palace 113 113 - - Rates - %8 368 @ - -
IInsurance Re- o Insurance | 215 215 - -
‘ 120 120 - - - Law costs - Rb 5 -
131, 130 - 1 ~ Architects 182 10 - 172
s | Stationery & P.C. 184 175 - 9
| L Sundrles 472 450 2 - 22
- £3593 £3725 £133 £l  £3896 £3638. £48  £308

Fstimated Increase

S

£132, ".Net Decrease -

£258.
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THEIMELBOURNE ATHEN AEOM

. winutes of Conference held on July 4l, 1936, between the Pinance
coumittee of the Melbourne Athenseum and the representatives of the

Melbourne Chess Club.

present: Messrs. Wigg, Biggs, Rigg, lasters, Grut, Tillie, W. J.
Roberts and Major Bolton, members of the Figance Committee, and
Vessrs. Watson, GCowen, Dall and Brown, representing the Melbourne

chess Qlub.

Mr. Bigge expressed the view that as President of the Athenaeum
he should preside. At a conference of this nature the presldent
should slways take the chailr. On the motion of Ma jor Bolton and
Mr, Lillie it was decided that Mr. Wigg, as chairman of the Finance

committee, should preside.

The chairmen explained the position amnd ths matters which had led
up to the conferemce. The Secretary read the letter of May 8, 1936,
from the Athenaeum to the Chess Club, and the reply thereto dated

May 23, 1936.

The chairman, in answex to questions, said it was understocd that
the agreement now in force would not expire until Maxch 31, 1937,
that the partition between the chess-room and the Smoking=room sould
be extended up to the ceiling; that the room to be leased was the
room now occupled by the 0hess Club; +that the privileges at present
granted to the Chess olub in the Art Gallery would be reserved and
that it was proposed that a formal agreement be entered into between

the two bodiss.

After discussion on various points,. the representatives agreed to
recommend to their respective committees that an agreement be entexed

ihto on the following lines:-

1. That the Melbourne Athenasum Should leage to the Mel-

bourne Chess Club the premises NOW occupied by the club for omne
year , commencing April 1, 1937. 5ix months' notice of termin-

ation of the agreement to be given by either side.

o, The rental for the first yeax to be £30, payable quart-
erly in advance, the first payment to be made on April 1, 1937.
The renkal to be reviewed for subsequent years.

_room to be closed on Sundays, Christmas Day,

%, The Chets
bay, and such other day as may be gazetted

Good FTriday and Anzac
a close holiday.
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4. The Chassmroom to clee at 11 p.m., at which time the
1ift will stop rwning. A quarter of an hour's grace to be
given in the elosing of the room on special occasions. - |

5. The Athenseum to instal meters for electric light and
- heat, and from the commencement of the new lease the Chess Club
- to pay fer its own current. X o o o o
6. The ﬁhess Cludb to have the use of the Board-room when
~available for twelve meetings in the year free of charge = due |
"mnotice of all such meetings to be given. Any extra meetings
to be pald fox at the rate of five slﬂlllngs per meeting. RS .

T The Chess Club to have the use of the Art Gatlery'when |

available on payment of ten shlllings and sixpence a night.
- Due notice of intention to use the Gallery to be given. The
- use of thé trestles and chess tables the property of ths Athen-

aeum tq.be granted free of charge.-;gu..',e-. R - ,;

8. The Chess elub to be granted the use of the Art Gallery
o for tournament 0T congress purposes once ‘a year ‘between December
. 25 and the first few days in. January;lf avallable free of‘charwe. -

5. The chass club to pay for ite om cleaning.

10.  The‘chairs at thls'date (Zl f 36) in'the:éhess;room the
proparty of" the Athenaeunm, to become the property of the Chess
Club.-r_, I VT, Qi',-_f-fs;-'»‘; T
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26 Fordhdm Road -
Hawthorn - 5,2, |
August 18th 1936

Dear Mr Wilmot,

To avoid a repetition of last Friday's
experience in relation to the cor%espondence with the
PlayAReading_Society, will you please tgke it as an
official direction that I, as President, must be
informed prior to any meeting of the General Committee of
any correspondence received after the issue of the officdal
Notice paper which 1t 1s ihtended to wring before that

§ Committee or any subordinate committee. The communicatb ion

need not be more'than a_teleyhoned summary of the letters

but I must insist on this procedure being adopted.

Kindly acknowledge the receipt of this communication,

Yours very truly,

Mmm 7 /h MM Mﬁ /é«(
L Mmaclin Sltiect v fon TP aces ™ hwr edoprledl |
. A W”C{?l M A %WWMM‘ | Secretary

The Melbourne Athenaeum,

R.W.E.Vilmot Esq.,
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‘Lﬁ.mt} 'n“tlie 231d September (‘;ui’idenly)

Jdmes 141116, of " Hast Malvern, . husband: of

( uise,“and fé.ther (24 Cyril Geﬁme} and John,
1 aged. 69 years..
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, =% | MELBOURNE. C.1.
JW[ 9 /o ‘g\M ﬂW«‘{ | 11th September, 1936.

R.W.E. Wilmot, Esa.
Secretary, .
Melbourne Athenaeun,
Collins Street,
MELBOURNE. C.l.

Lihime, APl ricey lrmuitlias brtn 4
rwwaZrud,MAu«.A, /by P 2tandst™ ,LM
<‘ZL‘KJﬁUh145/24rﬂurﬂnu- I’Z?“)bcarﬂwikbmdﬂLf¢4;4c armtcda(
et agrecel Gl Iwriean n/hﬂ’{vé—,x
o Cothlneoss r ot tavr afre Aceiled o
W/\ A" s f“ffm Ssed * Sr M’”‘"‘?“

Dear Mr. Wilmot/

Would you kindly bring forward a motion, on
the following lines, at the next Committee Meeting :-

nThat there be a conference between the Library
and Building Committees, with a view to combining
the present Library and Reading Rooms, and to

modernising same.,"

vvvvvv

Xours fait .ully
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MINUTES OF GONFERENGE BETWEEN THE BIBRARY & HOUSE COMMITTEES

*:lthe Hmuse Commlttee anﬁ hessrs. Gates G,,H. Roberts and MlllS

:_ﬁIGPIGSenting the le:ary'commlttee.A

i!gmodern7furn1ture.lﬂ The northern 8169 of the new Wall would provide *  ,

Ma;or Bolton was voted to the chair.

Thoseﬁpresent Were Maaox Bolton and Mr. Roblnson representinw “‘ ﬁ

Sy

H“Apoiogies wexe{reeelved from Messrs. Hunt Callaway & DI. Law. ;.'
M ;Mil&a propnsal to transfer the lerary to the Read:ng oom
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