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THE MELBOURNE ATHENAEUW
70 ENQUIRE

REPORT oF THE SPECI AL COMMITIEE APPOINTED
K MANAGEMENT EXPENSES OF THE INSTITUTION.

iNTO__TH

these meetings

ee had two meetings. The minutes of

r the jnformation of members.

G OF MARGH 16TH.

Committ

The Special
tion fo

are forwarded Dy direc
MINUTES oF MEETIN

I_’ELESENT: Messrs. Fielding, Cuthbert Riggs
AN: Mr. Fielding, who was elected Chalrman, a
This having pbeen read, Mr. Tielding S
was to endu (a) the possibility of the more

could be saved SO

n end (b) what sumb if any
jttee should work to some plan.

Robinson, Burke, Kelly and Major Bolton.
sked for the resolution gppointing

aid that he thought the

_QI;IAIRM
the Committee.
business of the Committee

economical working of the
as to reduce the mortgage.
1t was like business men taking
spent and sf it were being spen
of the accounts enabled such to

On the suggestion of Mr. Robinson 5t was decided to proceed seriatim
diture under nLibrary" 1in the Treasurer's statement.

purchase of books be supervised by the Library

commencing with expen
olton asked should the
xtent. |
After a long discussion in ghich the buying
checking account were described by the Secretary,

Mr. Robinson and Mr. Kelly nthat the
pe adhered tO put that wherever
. ched with full parti
fecting gsavings".
detailed comparison of the expendi ture as shown in

xpend:i‘mre for the 1ast ten years.

sor Bolton gnd Mr. Kelly that competit
ks for the year.

Mr. Robinson produced &
the annual statements of receipts and €

ided on th
the bin ent of boO

ive -

1t was dec

prices pe obtained for
g instructed to prepa

jous items of expen
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF MARCH R3RD.

;PRESENT: Messrs. Fielding (chair), Robinson, Burke and Kelly.

 APOLOGIES: Apologies were received from Mr. Rigg and Major Bolton.

EMINUTES: The minutes of meeting of March 16th were read and confirmed.

1§BINDING: The Secretary referred to the item "Binding", enquiry into which had been

held over from the last meeting, and said that though no actual competitive prices
had been obtained as a matter of tender several firms had been tried and their
work could not be compared with that of the present binders. The matter was
contimially under review. |

Samples of the binding done by the present supplier were submitted and it
was decided to continue the present arrangement.

| The Committee next proceeded to deal with its plam of scrutinising each item of

expenditure in the Treasurer's last published account current. Explanatory of .
these the Secretary produced a detailed analysis of the listed items of expenditure. |
This was examined carefully item by item in conjunction with an jnformative graph |
showing comparison of each printed jtem of expenditure for the past ten years,
the Secretary furnishing explanations and information as required in detail.

~ The Committee decided that nothing had been disclosed wherein material
saving could be effected, and all the items of expenditure appeared to be
justifiable and necessary. Minor changes in method and closer checking of a few
items were suggested. ~

When dealing with the item "Salaries & Wages", it was decided to suggest
to the Finance Committee that the interest and enthusiasm of the Staff in securing
new members be recognized and stimulated. The opinion was expressed that the
most likely way of increasing the number of members was through staff contacts.

The Committee also decided "that in view of the increase of revenue to be received
owing to the repeal of the Rent Reduction Act - £414 per annum (Frank Talbot Pty.
Ltd. £238.10. O and J. Cowell £175.10. 0) - this Committee is of the opinion that
it is highly probable that some regular reduction in the mortgage will be made
anmually but does not bind itself at this juncture to recommending any particular
sum. In view of the celebration of the centenary of the Institution this may not
be possible for 1939."

It was decided on the motion of the Chairman and Mr. Kelly that the thanks of the
Committee be conveyed to Mr. E. W. Robinson for his most informative graph of the
details of the past ten years' expenditure and that the graph be incorporated in
the records of the Institution.
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C@reucﬁecman

J. M._NEILD. N

cﬂ[:cu:f,lg Bagman '
E. J. TURNER
;132 Cubutt St., Rlchmond

 Commillee
J. ALEX ALLAN
! J. C. DAVIES
. ED.HARRINGTON
~'C. LINDSAY
o NEIL RANKIN

., == The Secretary,
%% cﬂ(nig’ﬁ{f@rarid Cheese

4 Eliza'beth" Sf.},'iMe‘lbo_orne ,

Dear Sir,

Tlpor[ﬁg (i)cnf)e and

Pread & Cheese Club

12th. May, 10 39

Athenaeum Library,
“ MELBOURNE. C.1

-~ You may be interested to know that

‘the verlous literary groups were so pleased with

the diSplay that our Club ig suggesting that the

_Athenaeum Gallery be eecured for next year' s Book Week
- In conclusion we elso desire to express

our appreciation of the courtesy shewn us by thek

o Athenaeum officials during the progress of the

exhibition.

Yours faithfully,
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he Presi&eHVS Rough draft of letter to Major Bolton -,--V"l
vwoﬁmu“v*v aCkn®W19dging his letter ef.Aprll 17 1939

I have been fer some days out ef town.

”“The Cemmittee whlle regretting to read of your

ireeignation Wlll W1theut doubt be appreclatlve ef the iemandsfﬁ?

iduring these unstable times and wish yeu e useful accompllshmentf}

'ef{I shall bring your letter before the next meeting




| o " Ama juba®,
ST | e Balaclava Road,
SRR o ' - CAUIFIELDs SeBeTe

o BN - | | 17tk April, 1939.

,Tﬁe~PrGSident,_- B - b
Atheneaum Library Committee, |
188 Collins Street, = T R

RTINS

~ MEIBOURNE, C.1l. ST

1AD63P;SiF9 ' | -  ‘ o o

P

3'??;  ,  u’4Please_adcept my resignation as a Member

2

of the Committee of the Institution.

(%

- ‘   I havé"éccepted 2 position at the country's

 call which Wi11itake up éll,ﬁy'timé and energies in the

ey
it

“near_future.' S

.

"Thankihg ydu’and.£he Committee for your

J BB

g -

N

  _kindnéSSés éndfpast favours.

Yours sincerely,

0 gew 5 .

RN T G £ A




m ﬁomwu &t’ thn nﬂ.beumo Athmmm Ncoraa with sincere
mrot m ﬂaigmuan, em meemm. af ill-health, of Mr. Cuthbert Po
aiga as the ‘rroamr of the -xmuwmn but is pleased to know that
| he will still contizme to act as Trustee. - -
| m». Rigg, who has bnn a member of the muwum for more than

§ 40 yma, Joined t.ha Gomitt.ee m meary 1021 and was & member unu.m
g his mtim’d.on mvlns to 111-h«1th on Aprn 3, l&%. In that pwwd |
m*. mag aw valuable nam« o.a Hon. Treasurer wzlng the absence of

/
1B

‘ am cmua ae;g)}}_é,...,_;jf:‘ oL |
428 maaima the Gamm“ in Jm&ry 1932 and bocm Maeurar
ired on Sept. 11, 1936, S
ﬁrq mw s w@wiemo m pmt‘auienal kmwledga hmre bem ei‘ great.

i

AR uwim m m Inat.imuen, and his careful aupawia.ton of the accounts
The pmumt fem of eash book :Lnitiu& ed

THE AGE, Tuesday, September 17, 1957. -
apprm:latm., |

é by m m mmhm the boak-»kupm of the m&itm.im very aimple,
the aomr syatm amung an amlynis of tha various :lt.m of meaipts -

"m‘ camim.“ "“h“ Mrs Riss a epecéy um ewlem rmwary
ared 4o :M.n in its deubemum -

‘RIGG—-On September ~16. Cuth- |
bert ~Parker  Rigg, of 79 Alma:
‘Road,” St. Kilda . beloved husband.
of® the late Lily Rigz ageﬂ 92 vears
Private interment... -
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CUTHBERT P. RIGG

cHARTERED ACCOUNTANT (AUST.) ‘
’ 317 COLLINS STREET

MELBOURNE, C.1

b b o S T TR ARG T R T

AL

e

oo, o
A Y
o bt i B LG

Dear Mr Wilmot,

I would prefer the Committee not to proceed with the motion

Y8

B
nA& A ):"Mﬁéf&

to make me an honorary life member and thereby be different-

b

jated from past members who have fallen out from time to time

owing to age or 1nfirmity. As long as I can would prefer to

pay for an active membership. I would like to feel that if

conditiond improved within a reasonable time I might feel free

to.again take-part in"the counsels of the institution as an
ordinary membef. | |
: | | I am very grateful for the friendship end
éﬂﬂ'; | kindness ShOWn in suggesting'such aﬁ honor and shall not forget
%Q:A | : 1t. If it is thought that my service has been of use to the

institution, that 1s sufficient cempensation.

From young manhood to old age the Athenaeum has been to me an

unique and interesting feature in Melbourne, and 1 venerate

the memory of the canny Seots who did so much to wards found-

ing it and helping its progress.
With kind regards,

R.W.E.Wilmot Esq,
The Athenaeum.
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Cnthbort. P. Rigg Enq. e
317 0911ina St.,
SR URNE, c 1.

: I anLinatructed t@ aeknowladgo with thanka yaur | |
| % ;Eflattcr af Haw B;andjta sqy that the CQmmittae cerdially‘reciproaates:
. | | % - §' - %};}yvnr scntimunta;; fln accordsnec with yaur wiahea the metion for l
ﬁ- k A S e T f*r;Qyuur appa;ftmnat aa a Lif% HeM&ar was withdr:wn The Committee,
é‘fffhouuver, adoptaa a resalutian ef uhich I onclaso a copy.. This

'7rcsolu}fon*will be suitably prepared and will be aignad‘by'all the
'mumburs of the Committee.:_ When the aignaturaa have ‘been obtainsd =
*;I'will fbrward tho doenmant to yon. . may I add that I deepxy regret:f
 'that yaur reaignation fram the @ffiee of Treasurer'will moan,that _L 
_ the clone asaeeiation which haa qxiated betwaen ua will be breken,- B
bnt I rojoiee that it will in ne uay tanminate our leng friendshtp
o e ; and thnt*wc will atill aea you.. I ahall ba glad or yeur advice

1 I - I j whxeh I wm aure you will gladly»give.me.i'

e —_— . e u— prrpe o

ar pesevprsona S e LU RN

e e

Yburs vory truly,

s et o AR T T it e
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CITIZENS' ROLL '1lth May, 1939.

Under the old Act the Institutlon nominated the three Trustees

as its representatlves on the Citizens' Roll and each Trustee had one
vvote. ﬁnder the new Act Corporations under seal appoint a represent-

ative'who beeomes the sole voter. When I called at the Town Clerktsg

office to»day I was informed that in the case of non-incorporated bodies

the Town Hall authorities were placing the secretary on the roll and in
‘that capa91ty‘1.would:be on the roll as secretary of the Royal Humane

Society; .I:protested that the Trustees of the Athenaeum, as owners

as wel 1. as-occuplers in respect to the Library, Reading Room and Art

'Gallery,‘should have the rlght 1o name their own representative. This

. eontention was upheld, In course of the conversation it was suggested

that the senior Trustee, who always takes the chair at meetings of the
Trustees, should be nominated and that I should so inform the Town

Clerk in WTiting. I was also‘asked to supply the Town Clerk with

tthe names of the secretaries of the Royal Victorian Liedertafel and

the Melbourne Chess Club.

%ecretary.
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11th July, 1939.

'.'1.- & '
iﬁ haa bean auggaateﬁ that a means of marking the Gantanary year
- pf the Library should be the re-arrangement of the space now
‘pooupled by the Reading R@ams and the Ciroculating Libdbrary snd a
““&‘genaral "maﬁernisatien. " This axtenﬁs to fittings, ahalving,‘
tablas an& furnishinga, |
It is h@pea ther@fera that if possibla this obj&et would be
‘appraaehe@ by thinking ef the whole space as vacant and then
e®?n£i§aring h@w 1t sh@uld be b@st arrangea 1f'ane were starting
& ‘Te8Nhs , ' A |

&nathar eansiﬁar&timn that has bean put forwara is that of th@ | |

%500 aubscrib@rs a huge majority use the premises as a Circulating

~. Library and a small minority for a reading and waiting room. In

any reuarrangamant ‘therefore, it seems logical to propose that

,g?@ﬁgagvsniane@ of thesa using the L@nding Library‘shaul& be {irst
studied, ' _

,&t might be thar@fara thaﬁ the pras@nt raading room emul@ be turned
‘4nto the eirculating library and the latter branch used as a
“ifeading Room.  If this were done it is thought that a great
é'any af the @xiating ahelvas rauna the walls could be ratainaﬁ.

g% iﬁ has avan been put fcrward that withaut huge expense the
10le space could be incorporated as one oirculating library and
Peading raemhapen to suparvisian by the gtaff with@ut adding to
féh@ir ﬂumb@r.

ncther thaught axpressad is that in any rewarrangamant more
dequate lighting should be provided and in this connection it
ight be that the space near the windows in CollinsStreet shauldv

e r@sarvad far thesa‘wha Wish to read in the librarya :

,Ert R*W.E.Wilmot has sai& that he thcught th@ p@an might previda
} £0? ari&l Winﬂawsa,"'




&aasra. Fielding, Bigga,

°;fg$h§jmunutes cf‘m@ngg_; of’ﬂarch 3 ‘were raad and
ennflnmad. |

Aftnr ajganeral diecusaian.wr.

Burr and Scott.

Bigga mmvnd and Mr.
"?hat thia cémmittae reeommand to the General

the Centanany

Byurr seconded
Committee that

6alebratian of The Inatitution take

the fbnm of
(l) Tha mwdarnimation

of the eqaipmwmx and lay~out af the
Librany and Reading Roem; | |

The<uatien'was canriad.

 The Secretary pruduced an astimate of the cost of a hiatory of say
120 pagas. 800 copiea wnulﬁ caat, for printing, illustrationa,
binding-and editorial expsaaea (say-fgs.o.O), about 5/3%&. a

-,eqny‘er a tetal of £131 15.0. - If 450 e0pias were sold at &/ =
tha recaipts wnuld amount te £135.

It was pointed out that the
sale of auch a book was very>problematieal and a 8

nade that a«much shorter histeny, about the
-'Quarterly*bist, mdght ba auitable.
action but to discuss the matter

--------

uggeation was
8ize of the Octobar
It was decided to take no
at a.meeting in a fbrtnight,
TW@ auggestions mmde ax tha‘meeting of the Committee on.March 3
were 1oft avur‘fcr later canaidaration.
(a) by'Mr.

Theae ware:

Gatoa that a cammemoraxivw plaquc be erected and

BRRENNE $:4;?¢gg3”yyg,%rfflfﬂfﬂg;fffji f ~(b) by~Mr. Bury that an ﬂnprovcd.Ladiaa' Rowm‘bo 1ncludad

’ n any sah&ma. | '2?57¢5%[ »f;Zﬂ
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SEWOUL

AND
D UNGAN

{{ SOLICITORS.
X

DAVID DUNCAN.

| IMMISSIONER OF THE SUPREME
T JURT OF VICTORIA FOR TAKING
AFFIDAVITS AT RICHMOND

'DREW KENNETH DUNCAN

TELEPHONE M 5001.
Res. J 1664.

Srpperiicl. Uhamdeors
| aé%ﬂ%ié%wwgé.
CZ%%ZZ%Z»@%&@LhMSQpt@mbar,%?39.

D/P

The Secretary,

The Melbourne Athenaeum,

188 Collins Street,
Melbourne. C.l.

pDear Sir,

In reply to yours of the 31lst ult., we &are of -
opinion that:-

(a) Major Bolton was an ordinary member of the General
committee and thet in rRule 4 of the Rules of the Institution,
the words "the retiring President for the year following his
year of office" are merely descriptive and that as he held
no office other than that of Committee-man he Was not a -
member ex-officio of the General Committee.

(b) Assuming that Major Bolton's letter of resignation as
a member of the General Committee was sccepted by such Come

nittee and notice of such acceptance was sent to him he there- ;ff

upon ceased to be a2 member of that Commlttee.
we would refer to Rule 45.

vours truly,

/£¢4u5auhmAvévl /2t
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the Librarian (Mr. Derledge) to mezet bim and M.

and Mr. Tredinnick. At the meetlng the pPresicent

. P A e ™ REPUIS. S (s O I T S T S { A e
On July 14 the President asked the Secretary (4r. dlmot) and

L

™y [ o R .y
mrke (Tressurer)

Tredinnick had called on him and had reported that a member of

the Imetitution who had been one ol his clients had allesed thatl

the Secretary and Librarian had been guilty of receiving cecret

commission on the vurchase of Looks and in cornectlon with LOOK-

[N AW ndd Tk

binding accounts o1 that the fact wes known to othier memrbers ol

oy

the Committee. N, Tredinnick sedded thet his informent hed not

. NP o A SN [ S PR S - ~ L e T YY) r Cheyeoyeo b oo vy
authorized him to disclosge hls namne. e Secretar:

deniled the a2llegations. ifter a long discusslon

memorandum was dralted: -

vA Committeeman reported to the President that

Athenaeum bad visited him and alleged thav Two
Wilmot and DeFledge had received secretl commigce

cent on book purchases and book-binding accounts.

the following

17 . 3Y

member of the

e g .2 : « na g
officials Messrs.

ion of ten per




"The informent did not authorise his name to be given nor 4id
he supply any grounds'other than he had seen accounts marked
with s 10% discount and that he said these discounts had not

been paid to the Institution but shared by the two officials.

The President, Treasurer and Mr. Tredinnick interviewed the

afficials who deny ever having during the long period of their

service received or kept a commission or discount of any kind

and stated their desire 10 be.confronted by their accuser.
Thevbeforementioneé members of the Committee decided that
(a) TUnless the informant supplied them with his neme and
any particulars he has or can get»upon which to fegnd,such
a. serioug charge 1t is not just or proper to attempt to pursue
it without his first-hand co-operation.
(b) The Committee and.officers will give every facility and
assistanQe to the accusing member when he ceases 10 be anonymous
and will then permit‘him,ta examine the accounts and books of the

Institution.

(c) The two officials concerned stated their concurrence in the
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H”¢ ﬁp?o¢édgréﬂfgilowed by;the members'gf the Committee and that

" ‘they were anxious to meet their accuser face to face and would
'Mff}yrenderfevéryfassiStange inﬁmaking‘anyfinVeStigation complete.®
‘ “ffThiS5m@meandﬁm?wasfinitialled:by the President, the Treasurer,

he S§¢retaryan@_the-Libféfian'andwasfanwardedto Mf. Tredinnick;l-?

‘?féé%ﬁ;iﬁhejTreasﬁfgéj Mrf'jfediﬁhick‘and theSéqretaryand Librarian;
_;Mﬁf;%rédiﬁﬁiéksgid he'héa‘geenhis ipfdrmaﬁtwho refused to allow
Zhisnametobedisclosgghcrtoattenptor4assistanyinvestigation
 but nad repested his allegations. e (ir. Tredimiick) ssid that
;?;A£ﬁé;c1fcﬁﬁs£ances hls 1nfdrmant mustbe conSLderéd. malmcxous';_fg
;'béségltér-andAthecha?ges gréundieés.:

Théuéeéreﬁafy sa¥d that néithefﬁhé nQr;Mr.~jePiedge’waspreparéd
.%toaécéﬁﬁ what ﬁlghtbe.regarded as a‘"whitewashlng" but d981red a -
7fU1iménd sééréhing éhq#lryvdr“an authoritative statemgpt fromth3vf~~
' Comm1£tee thatlt beliévéd tﬁechargesto be Without foundatloﬁ-,3'

,“f  ThiSj5é1iéfjhéd 31§§5any§énjéxpfessed to them»by the Presidext,_{

 the Treasurer and lir. Tredinnick.
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At this stage of the meeting'the President requested the attendance [
of Mr. De Pledge. ]

e Y T Mt o - . -

it T T e % e
i 1.
i H

v o

S E A I TR S L S ST . The President read a statement dealing with anonymous charges laid §
| ) : by an unnamed member through a member of Committee against the N

7~ ' Secretary and the Librarian. .
m President, the -

“?%ﬂ | %“W““’Thé Statement, initialled by the/Treasurer‘andyMI. Tredinnick is
i . ~filed herewith. .

Al | ST R e e T e e ! After reading the President announced that the complaint included
B - | o R <E allegation that the alleged irregular happenings had been and
R e BT ; were known to at least some members of the Committee.

T A

oy 3 R SR i e
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] W~The President therefore, called upon any member present to now

| disclose anything he knew of or in support of the allegations.
A |

__No-one answered.

" ,,,,Awlr.._nw';gwq_, o
;
H

o *iNWWQ;Severél sPeakers expressed opinions as to how anonymous letters or  :
‘ 2 charges should be dealt with and later Mr. Cameron moved and Mr.

“MRigg seconded thet a resolution -

"That the President's action and statement be approved

and that the Committee endorses the opinion that the

charges are without foundation and expresses its

complete confidence in the Secretary and Librarian"

Carried unanimously.

Lt Tt R A S R o
+

U I P TR o : ' The President formally conveyed to the Secretary and to the -
& A LA S o P oot S P SRR P T Librarian the terms of the resolution. g




‘That the *r"cshiteé't's sketch submlted with the report of
roved, that

the Centenary Celebratlons Commlttee is now app

" the President and the Cherman of the Finance Committee, Mr.

" Burke, and of the House Committee, Mr. Scott, and Mr. L. V.

- Biggs be a sub-committee with power O act to carryvout the

~ work of modernization of the equipment and lay-out of the

- Library and Reading Roon and that authority is given to

. direct the Architect to prepare & final

- by above sub-committee. - the sub-copmittee to report

. regularly to the General Committee.

design to be approved.
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; CURIOUS fehture abou the. record of -
51T the Melbourne Atnenacum, - the €en= [7 e ‘ |

31 tenary of which is being Celebratég’lésﬁh@g_;

i: . ‘i L p . ."l-., er o

hd | it had seven secretaries in the first yeats e a E P -
L \jw ,e e ) ——_ T

0% | The first: secrelaiY .
e | Porbes (that enterprising parson eauca® .
bn | tionist of arly Melbpurne) Jasted -only 1WO. SN
b~ | weeks: the. present secretary, Mr R W. B §§
1 > job for 30, years. :

\lts First 100 Ye

| gution and.the publie p service by Pavuur

ing a booklet giving Athenaeuim history and  EE
i nublication (how on Saie) 1. g

Victorlan - Bistorys f e

K records. ;\."1?1?38.']%?“‘?1‘1
47| a useful footuiote 10,
% 1 | doubtless will X
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| weeks; the present secrelary, Wik
“Wilmot, has been -0l the job for 30 years. :.
| wBung* Wimot—himseil: something of &
| Melbourne mstitution-—iws done the jngd- ¥
tution and the publie 8 service by produc-
ing a booklet giving Athenaeum history and
records. ‘This publication (now O sale) is .
a useful fopfniote to Victorlal. pistory, Bnd, .

Its First 100 Years

A CURIOUS feature about the record of

7 the Melbourne e v
tenary of which is being celebrated, 19 that
it had seven sécretaries i the first 17.years .
and only four in the next B3 YEAIS, S
The first: secretary, the Rey,” “Jamie
Porbes (that enterprising arson 4
tionist of early Melbourne) lasted-only 1wo,

doubtless will be widely read by admirers: .
of a dis
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2 0Q0
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MISS JESSIE LAVER.
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TELEPHONE U 3065

Athenacum, the €€

edica~

Mr R. W. B

tinguished Melbowrng enterprise.
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i That the report. and racamandation 1n the letter af the Arehitect

of 6th Decr. be accepted and authority be given to enter into the

pecessary contracte totalling epproximately £2170 and to pay all

“gums involved. lodifications may be made from time to time by

the Sub-Committee with power to act ae circumstances arise during
the progress of the works. v
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