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President’s Report

The Athenaeum had a successful year in 2022. 
The Library and arts programs were back in full 
swing with strong engagement from members. 
The Committee focused its efforts on continuing 
to expand the services available to members. The 
Athenaeum is a small but key part of Melbourne’s 
arts landscape with an annual artist in residence, 
literary prize, playwright sponsorship, a diverse 
musical program as well as the ever-evolving library. 
In 2023, we are looking at expanding into poetry 
with a poet in residence.

The organisation has traditionally run a very 
conservative balance sheet to ensure we have always 
maintained a good cash reserve. We are dipping into 
our reserves in 2023 to upgrade the lift. Anyone who 
has used the lift would know what a unique part of the 
building it is. The lift will still look the same, but all the 
workings and controls are being upgraded that should 
see it operate for years to come.

I would like to thank all members who donated to the 
Annual Giving Appeal all the funds of which go to 
direct improvements in the library.

I would like to acknowledge Sue Westwood, our long 
serving business manager who retired at the end of 
2022. Sue contributed so much to the development 
of the Athenaeum during her tenure, from front of 
house like the library and associated arts programs 
to back of house issues like a constantly leaky roof! 
The business manager role is an all-encompassing 
position that she has carried out with great flair and 
professionalism. In my role as President, she has been 
an invaluable resource and someone who I relied on 
as a sounding board and adviser. I’ll miss our regular 
catch ups and wish Sue all the best for the next literary 
chapter in her life. 

I’d also like to thank all our staff and volunteers who 
make the library such a welcoming place. 

Don Smith
President

President’s Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Business Manager’s Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Farewell Sue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Library Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Archives Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

2022 Annual Giving Appeal . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

Management Committee 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated . . . . 10

CONTENTS



4 | Annual Report 2022 The Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated

Farewell Sue

It was without hesitation that I suggested to 
Committee members in 2010 that they should 
consider interviewing Sue to take over from me. 
Fortunately for the organisation and building, they 
did so, with Sue providing superb management of 
this unique endeavor for the following 12 years.

With a background and strong interest in the arts 
and arts management, Sue very ably oversaw the 
development of the Ath’s in Residency program which 
has enriched our cultural focus and brought into the 
Ath community some wonderful artists and playwrights. 
Members have benefited from access to these people 
as they work in the library and during the subsequent 
displays and performances.

Sue also worked closely with our tenants throughout 
her time, no more so than during the pandemic when 
she and the Committee did all they could to assist the 
tenants to survive the uncertainty.

She has also been colleagues and friends with the staff 
and volunteers who enable the library to thrive and our 
archives to be maintained.

Sue will be very sadly missed but we wish her all the 
best as she moves to other adventures.

Sophie Arnold
Business Manager

Business Manager’s Report

January 2022 began with a sense of optimism and 
hope that the year ahead would see some resumption 
of normal activity in the library and across the 
building. While this did occur in part, the Melbourne 
Athenaeum continued to support its building tenants 
to navigate the reopening of the city.

Jill Semmens’ enthusiasm for the library and its offerings 
to members and guests as she commenced her role, 
reminded us of this unique organisation’s place in 
Melbourne’s rich cultural fabric. Resident playwright 
Declan Furber-Gillick spent the early months of 2022 
working in the library and appreciated the opportunity 
to undertake a creative development period utilizing 
the Athenaeum 2 space with support from tenants, 
AT Management. Melissa Reeves, the 2021 resident 
playwright recipient, was scheduled to present her play 
reading in February, but COVID continued to bite, and 
her performance was postponed until mid-year. The 
organisation welcomed new committee members Peter 
Buckingham and Anne Wallace as we farewelled Louise 
Box and Michael Fawaz.

The organisation commenced its 2022 program of  
creative collaborations, by hosting an exhibition of 
artist-books, developed, and curated by the Print Council 
of Australia to celebrate its 55th anniversary. More than 
100 artworks featured amongst the library shelves in 
a three-week exhibition, which attracted a new and 
diverse audience. Members and visitors also attended 
an artist talk with former resident artist Deborah Klein, 
and 2022 resident artist Bronwyn Rees. A range of music 
performances were programmed that included firm 
favorites, Inventi Ensemble, Flinders Quartet, Tanya-Lee 
Davies, and Steve Lucas, but also welcomed new 
performances by Monique di Mattina, Rebecca Barnard, 
Affinity String Quartet and Jamaican legend Stranger Cole. 

With a very welcome grant from Heritage Victoria’s 
Living Heritage Program, work commenced to complete 
roof repairs in the second half of the year, as I began 
long service leave. Maxwell Bracher (Lovell Chen) 

and P&S Roofing under the supervision of Con Alki 
oversaw the project, which included window repairs on 
the Clerestory Roof and southern end of the building 
above the Athenaeum 2 theatre. Sophie Arnold, my 
predecessor in the role of Executive Officer, stepped 
in to support the library and building works during my 
absence. 

During my leave, I reflected on the incredible privilege it 
had been to lead the Melbourne Athenaeum and to work 
with such a committed team of staff and volunteers. I felt 
it was time to step down as Business Manager, leaving, 
I hoped, the organisation in good shape, with money in 
the bank, a beautifully renovated library space, a rich 
and diverse cultural program and structurally sound and 
(largely) leak proof heritage building. 

I’d like to thank the teams I’ve worked with during my 
thirteen years at the helm, the management committee, 
and the executive in particular, Don Smith, Barbara 
Gliddon and Kevin Quigley, the administrative team, 
particularly our hardworking finance team of David Pryor 
and Caroline Debevc, and marketing and communications 
Lawana Coulson. The library staff and library and archives 
volunteers are our organisation’s public face. They are 
brilliant, knowledgeable, and enthusiastic, without whom 
the expanded cultural program and library activities 
could not happen. Thanks again to Sophie Arnold, who 
by stepping in to replace me, has made my transition to 
semi-retirement so much easier. 

Finally, thanks to those supportive members who 
regularly use the library. This special place is not just 
about borrowing books, it has been a rich part of 
Melbourne’s history, it is warm and welcoming, and a 
wonderful place to spend some time, enjoying music, art, 
performances, reading and conversation. I look forward 
to enjoying my membership as a ‘civilian’ and seeing you 
at the library soon.

Sue Westwood
Business Manager 2010 – 2022
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Library Report

2022 – otherwise known as the year of returning to 
normal.

We started the year slowly – opening for reduced hours, 
initially, as a post-COVID normal started to appear.

Jill Semmens joined us (as Library & Operations lead) 
in March and, by Easter, we were back to pre-pandemic 
opening hours, our book and screen clubs were again 
meeting in the library, and loan, visit, and membership 
numbers were improving.

During 2022, our collection focus was on removing 
items that were no longer being borrowed, relevant, 
or contained incorrect information.

Most Popular books in 2022

 1 The man who died twice by Richard Osman
 2 The heron’s cry by Ann Cleeves
 3 A gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
 4 Bad actors by Mick Herron
 5 Crossing places by Elly Griffiths
 6 Still life by Sarah Winman
 7 The madness of crowds by Louise Penny
 8 The marriage portrait by Maggie O’Farrell
 9 The murder rule by Dervla McTiernan
 10 The Jane Austen remedy by Ruth Wilson
 11 The promise by Damon Galgut
 12 The ghost fields by Elly Griffiths

As you can see from this list, crime fiction remains our 
most popular genre. 

Library tours

We re-introduced library tours in 2022. These proved 
extremely successful with close to 750 people 
touring the library post pandemic.

Visiting groups included Year 3 students from Bialik 
College in Hawthorn; Year 6 students from a range 
of Ballarat Primary schools; a group from Australians 
Studying Abroad; U3A and Probus groups; a private 
walking group, and a group of young mums exploring 
the city.

300 people visited as part of Open House Melbourne 
and a further 111 people visited during Seniors Week. 
Such was our popularity during Seniors Week that, 
despite being at the back of the booklet, our initial four 
tours booked out so quickly (and the waiting list was so 
long) that we put on an extra three tours to cope with 
the demand.

We also visited U3, and Probus groups in person to 
spread the word of the Ath.

Placement Students 

During 2022 we hosted four placement students:  
 Gillian Angel (RMIT)
 Debbie Brasher (VU)
 Sophie Dillon (RMIT)
 Cleo Jackson (Box Hill TAFE)

Each of them brought a different outlook to the library 
and all enjoyed the range of tasks they undertook, 
especially the opportunity to take part in book and 
screen clubs and music events.

The Library in figures

Whilst we haven’t yet reached our pre - COVID 
figures we are well on our way. From January to 
April, we were operating with reduced opening 
hours yet we still managed to be well on the way to 
pre-pandemic levels of members, loans and visitors.

The flow on effects of lockdowns continued into 2022 
with almost 1200 items being returned to the library – 
quite a few more than were loaned in the same period.

Thank you to all our members, volunteers, and staff for 
their continued support as we continue to move forward.

Fiona Malcolm
Senior Librarian

2019 2020 2021 2022

Loans 11,978 4,265 6601 9,284

New Item Loans 1,839 810 1638 1,637

Ebook Loans 660 2133 1871 1,320

Laptop Loan Sessions 622 73 85 151

Library Visits 22,319 5,269 9340 22,168

New Members 138 38 90 210

Discontinuing Members 138 253 97 119

Total Members 779 635 656 754

Postal Members 6 4 4 5

Total Book Purchases 1116 814 993 895

Total eBook Purchases – 504 475 589

TOTAL COLLECTION 30,393 30,920 31,266 30,242
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Management Committee 2022

In 2022, we were one of 57 organisations to receive 
a 2022 Community Heritage Grant from the National 
Library of Australia. 

These grants are designed to support the work of 
preserving significant local collections being managed 
by community-led and people-focused organisations 
across Australia. 

Our $5,500 grant has been used to engage Susie 
Spears to carry out a significance assessment of our 
archival collection so that we can then determine the 
best ways to ensure the collection is managed for 
the future. 

Archives Report

Members Meeting Attendance Sub-Committees

Don Smith, President 11/12 Executive, Property

Barbara Gliddon, Vice-President 12/12 Cultural Development Sub-Committee

Kevin Quigley, Treasurer 12/12 Executive, Finance & Audit, Cultural 
Development Sub-Committee

Matthew Bamford 12/12 Property, Marketing and Communications, 
Library and Collections

Louise Box    2/3^

Peter Buckingham*   8/10 Marketing and Communications

Marianne Dunham   9/12 Cultural Development Sub-Committee

Christine Gibbs 11/12 Marketing and Communications, Cultural 
Development Sub-Committee

Chris Johnson 11/12 Property

Sue Reynolds 10/12 Library and Collections

Anne Wallace*

^ Retired from 2022 AGM (2 May 2022)

* Elected at 2022 AGM (2 May 2022)

10/10 Library and Collections

The Melbourne Athenaeum thanks those members 
who donated to the 2022 appeal. More than $12,000 
was raised with all funds used to improve library 
facilities. All donations are tax-deductible.

$4000 or more
J Waugh

$500 or more
I McBeath 
D Smith
S Westwood
G Evans
Anon (2)

$200 or more
P Scott
JS Chambers Foundation
V Prentice
L Quin
Anon (1)

$100 or more
D Thomas
J Engdahl
A Witt
L Payne
J Johnston
B Coffield
D Maxwell
M Hicks
J Harris
H McNab
W Mullane
J Fenton
E O’Keefe
M Balmford
S Hill
M Bamford
P Miller
L Coulson
P Tragjasi
K Amery
J Thomas
A Wallace
H Cook
K Parker
Anon (4)

Up to $100
W Forbes
K Starnawski
K Turbitt
P Disspain
M Lush
J Longworth
S Hill
R Youl
B Duncan
A Sargent
L Mate
P Lloyd
J Dalvean
P Murray
M Weinmann
L Francis
N Moutafis
L Annetta
J Holden
N Barakat
C Gibbs
M Ryan
Anon (6)

2022 Annual Giving Appeal
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The Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated
Patron: The Hon. Linda Dessau, AC CVO, Governor of Victoria

Management Committee

President: Don Smith

Vice-President: Barbara Gliddon

Treasurer: Kevin Quigley

 Matthew Bamford

 Louise Box (until May 2022)

 Peter Buckingham (from May 2022)

 Marianne Dunham

 Christine Gibbs

 Chris Johnson

 Sue Reynolds

 Anne Wallace (from May 2022)

Athenaeum Staff

Sue Westwood, Business Manager (until December)

Sophie Arnold, Acting Business Manager (from October)

Fiona Malcolm, Senior Librarian

Jill Semmens

James Baker

Aubrey Flood

Shannon Parsons

Lawana Coulson

David Pryor (Accountant)

Caroline Debevc (Senior Bookkeeper)

Ella Coulson (Event casual)

Ned Coulson (Event casual)

Liam McAllister (Event casual)

Archie Malcolm (Event casual)

Finn Malcolm (Event casual)

Volunteers

Perry Anderson

Lea Beranak

Rhonda Crandle

Norma Gates

Lynne Johnstone

Moyra McAllister

Thomas McCrossan

Yolanda McKindlay

Pat Miller

Susan Munro

Elizabeth Van Herk

Honorary Members

Marjorie Dalvean

Moyra McAllister

Leila Winchcombe



The Melbourne Athenaeum Incorporated  
188 Collins Street, Melbourne Victoria 3000 
P O Box 225 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 8009
Telephone: 03 9650 3100 
Email: library@melbourneathenaeum.org.au

www.melbourneathenaeum.org.au

The Melbourne Athenaeum operates on the lands of the Wurundjeri people. 
We acknowledge them as Traditional Owners of these lands and  

pay respect to their Elders, past and present.












































